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DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 



Saul^ King of Israel 

David, Son of Jesse, the ordained, and privately anointed 

successor of SauL 

Jonathan, Son qf SauL 

Abseb, Chief Captain. 

Jesse, Father of David. 

Eliab^ n 

Abinadab, f ^ . 

-, V Brothers qf David. 

Shammah, i 

Reuben^ y 

Abimelbch, High Priest. 

Abiathab, SonofAbimelech. 

Other Priests. 

Maloham^ Herald. 

DoEo, Chief Herdsman. 

Mbbab, I laughters of Saul. 

MiOHAIi, ) 

Eliza^ Daughter of Azikatn. 

Naomi, Mother of David. 

MiBiAM, David's Sister. 

Chorus of Hebrews. Chorus of Hebrew Virgins. 

Guards. Soldiers. Shepherds. Women. Maids. 

Witch. 

Ghost of Samuel. 

The Scene of the Drama is the Holy Land. 
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SAUL AND DAVID. 



ACT I. 

Scene I. — SavTs Tent. Midnight. 

Sadl (solus). 
(Immediately after the battle betveeen David and Goliath.) 

The Philistines are conquered— ^He of Gath 

Can shout no more with pride and arrogance, 

Or mock the skies with scoffings and with threats. 

His sword shall grace oiir. temple ; and his head 

Be sport for curious children : they'll admire 

Its mighty size, yet shudder at the grin 

That wrath has frozen on his impious lips ! 

But what tho' we have triumphed ?-^-where*s the joy 

This heart was wont to feel when first my spear 

Glanc'd beams of golden victory, and weighed 

Light as a feather in my conquering hand ? 

B 
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2 HAUL AND DAVID. [ACT I. 

Where is that conBciousness and self-applause 

That gladden'd my full soul, when thro' the land 

The brazen trumpet blew my praise abroad ? 

When in the vale of fruitful Ajalon 

I slew my routed foes, or lately, when 

Before the Lord in Gilgal I consum'd 

And utterly destroyed the Amalekites, 

My bosom swelPd and grew my jo}-ful heart. 

But now I mourn my victory, and am sad ; 

A heavy burden presses on my heart, 

And frequent sighs bespeak my soul afraid. 

My faithful Abner, who was ever prompt 

To pour his pleasing praises in my ear. 

In ecstasy announced the victor-youth 

Bearing the giant's head, and seem'd to think 

That he, the stripling, was our army's pride* 

The modesty, and yet withal the ease 

And trusting confidence witii which the son, 

As Abner call'd him, of the BetMehemite 

Appear d before me, stung me to the heart. 

And seemed to speak the youth superior. 

I thanked him for his service, and I prais*d 

His daring valour and his sldlfulness. 

How should I not seem pleas'd ? — 'twas best to show 

At least a feign'd applause, lest Jonathan, 

My guards, and Abner, should descry my grief. 

But oh I when he, my first-bom, he who ought 

By nature 8 laws to search my inmost heart 
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SCENE I.] SAUL AND DAVID. *S 

And find out every secret that may lurk 

And prey upon the soul — that he may be 

A soothing comforter of all the woes 

That may disturb the feelings ; — ^when Jonathan, 

The valiant and the bold, seem'd mad with joy 

That Jesse*s son had conquered, and became 

His instant friend, my heart I thought would burst ; 

So hot my passions were, so full my veins 

Boiling with jealousy and rage. [i7e starts. 

But hark I 
What noise b that I heard ? — the din of arms ? 
The voice of Abner?— all is silence now 
Save the distracting noise within my breast, 
Caus'd by my whirling passions ;— but the dawn 
May see my mind less jealous and more calm. 
I will to rest ;— -no, rather to the rai^s 
Of my reposing soldiers ; it is fit, 
Whate'er may be the secret dread of kings, 
That those who are commanded should confide 
That he who is thehr leader knows no fear. 

lExit. 
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SAUL AND DAVID. [ACT I. 



ScRNB IL — Mmmtainaus district on the road to Gibeak* 

Noon. 

Ckoras of Helmw women, with Ubrets aod other maacal 



STROPHB. 

Sound the loud Urobrel o*er all the wide land, 

The God of our armies has triumph'd in fight ; 

Strike tabret and harp with a merrier hand, 

For the Lord God of Hosts is our strength and delight. 

ANTISTROPHE. 

The pride of our foes he has humbled and slain 
With a sling and a stone from the hand of a youth : 
The hosts o£ the scoffer are routed again 
By the breath that was breath'd by the Spirit of Truth. 

STROPHE. 

The^n sound the loud timbrel o'er mountain and dell. 
Let the cymbal and dance his just praises proclaim ; 
The songs of our joy shall our gratitude tell, 
The noise of our mirth shall be rais'd to his name. 
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SCSNE 1 1.3 SAUi. AND DAVID. 5 

ANTISTROPHE. 

The scoffs of the giant that laugh'd us to scorn, 
Tliat deafen d the skies in the boast of his pride. 
The cry of his challenge by which we were sworn, 
O'eraw'd not the stripling with God by his side, 

STROPHE. 

Then sound we the timbrel, the dance let us braid, 
Let the echo of music ascend to the skies ; 
While the Lord is our God who shall make us afraid ? 
He speaks but the word, and the Philistine dies. 

ANTISTROPHE. 

In the name of the Lord, whom Goliath despis'd, 
Whose people he frighted when seen from afar. 
Went forth our bold hero, unarm'd, undisguised, 
Confiding in Him who had sent him to war. 

STROPHE. 

Then strike the wild Lyre and uplift the loud voice 
In honour and glory to Him whom we trust ; 
Give praise unto Him who now makes us rejoice 
By laying the champion of Gath in the dust. 

ANTISTROPHE. 

The spear of the giant, with a staff like a beam, 
With a head all of iron both weighty and strong, 
And the shield and the breastplate, all nakedness seem 
To him whose eye mark'd well the stone that he slung.. 
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6 SAUL AMD DAVID. [aCT I. 

8TR0PHB. 

Then praise we and laud we the name of the Lord ; 
Each daughter of Israel her tribute shall bring ; 
In the chorus and dance all in one joint accord 
Shall exult in his glory and rejoice while they sing—' 

'< In fight has our monarch his thousands well slain, 
And brightly the deeds of his valour have shone ; 
But the brave son of Jesse in battle shall reign, 
Who his ten thousands slew with a sling and a stone. 

Then shout we the praise of the hero of Heaven, 
Let the skies with the sound of this anthem be riven, 
* The Lord gave to Saul single thousands to slay, 
But to David ten thousands to kill in one day.'" 

[A flouritb of trumpeto, and the shout of the army ap- 
proacbing — the names of Saul and David are distin- 
guished. 

CHORUS OP WOMBN. 

Here come the bold victors all glad from the fight, 
Exulting, rejoicing in strength and in pride ; 
The warriors that trembled, now boast in their might, 
For the Lord God of Hosts has been found on their 
side. 

Then sound the loud timbrel, and join m the throng ; 
Let us dance as we meet the brave hero return, 
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SCBNS II.] SAUL AND DAVLD. 7 

With tabret and cymbal and harp and .«rith sotig, 
Let us tell how the hearts of their daughters can bum. 

[The women advance to meet the army, ainging, 

The Lord gave to Saul single thousands to slay, 
But to David ten thousands to kill in one day. 

EniXT the army t^ Sauly reiwming in trmmph^ accom^ 
panied by bands cfmnuHc^ and nnffinfff 

Praise, O praise tlie name divine, 

Praise it at the hallowed shrine ! 

Praise the God whom we adore, 

Whose love all Israel prov'd before. 

Whose wonders and whose mercies shown, 

Form the joyful theme we own I 

Lift up your hearts, your songs employ 

In notes of gratitude and joy. 

His hand, outstretched our cause to aid, 

Has mighty deeds of love display'd* 

Salvation on his will attends, 

And conquest with his breathing blends : 

Then let the air with rapture swell 

Thro* fruitful vales, o'er mount and dell, 

As hymns of triumph all shall sing 

To God the Lord, our heavenly King. 

[The women strike the musical instramenta, and aing 
aa the anny passes* 
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^ SAUL AND DAVID. [aCT f. 

Lo I we praise the name divine, 

And our grateful voices join : 

Lo ! we wake the tuneful string, 

And Jehovah's goodness sing. 

Our mirth the trumpet's peal pn^ongs. 

And loud timbrels aid our songs ; 

From the cymbal's varyuig sound 

Learn how female hearts rebound, 

When their joyful notes they raise 

To h3rmn the welcome conqueror's praise. 

[A herald, holding up Saul's spear, commands filence, 
and summons the captain of each company to wait 
the arrival of Saul. The soldiers pass on. Saul 
enters, and addresses the officers of the army. 

SAUL. 

Ye men of Israel, whom the Lord of hosts 
Has now delivered from your enemies, 
It pleaseth me to hear the shouts of joy 
With which your hearts thus testify their praise. 
The giant champion that defied our host 
The Lord hath slain by means of Jesse's son, 
And made them now to swear a strict obedience ; 
But time, my soldiers, as you know full well, 
Has prov'd that faith like theirs is valueless. 
Their anger, though suppress'd, may chance return, 
tation soon may waste our land, 
therefore best that every chief 
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SCBNE II.] SAUL AND DAVID. 9 

Should check untimely mirth, and let the joy 
Arising from the victory be such 
As may not tend to unfit our minds for war. 
Let every man be ready at command. 
Prepared for combat in the cause of Heaven ; 
And lest the immoderate gladness and the songs 
And dancings of these women with the music. 
Unnerve the minds and mollify the strength 
Of our brave soldiery, — do you, my guards, 
Set bounds to their rejoicing ; — bid them peace. 
At future time, if ere high Heaven decree 
That to this hand Philistia shall be given 
To be consumed and rooted out from place 
Among the abodes of men — ^then shall our bands 
Rejoice— the air shall carry up our shouts 
To the Almighty's throne and dwelling-place : 
Trumpets shall proclaim the victory ; timbrels. 
Harps, cymbals, stringed-instruments, and flutes. 
Shall utter forth one voice, and every mouth 
Confess that God alone has power on earth. 
Brave chiefs, you may retire I— but, Abner, thou 
Must stay, — ^I need thy counsel ! 

[Exeunt omne$. 
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10 8A0L AND DAVID. [aCT I. 



Scene III. — Place^ the same. 
Saul. — Abner. 

ABNEE. 

What would my lord the king ? — ^by me hi» wcMrd 
Shall be obey'd, even tho* at risk of life : 
To hear is to obey ; — ^what would my lord ? 

SAUL. 

I am sore griev*d at heart, and yet there is 
Some comfort in thy willingness and zeal 
To serve me if I need— I want a man 

ABNER. 

To extirpate thy foes ? — if so, behold 
Thy servant ready to fulfil the task. 



My foes are Heaven's, and Heaven will fight my cause 
Id impious foes confront me ; but there are 
^'d against me powers no might can quell, 
^Idness combat, no designs deceive. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SCBNB III.] SAUL AND. DAVID. 11 

ABNSR. 

Where dwell such men, whose cunning hearts are hid 
From Israel's prophets, or whose power withstands 
Her warlike sons, when God is on their side ? 

SAUL. 

I mean not human foes ; such are hut men. 

ABNSR. 

And dreadest thou the spirits, when the Lord 
Has shown himself thy Friend but yesterday ? 

SAUL. 

The spirits plague me not ; long since I drove 
From out the land belief in sorcery. 
And yet my mind is peopled with the existence 
Of subtler ghosts than bear a vulgar name. 

ABNEB. 

Pardon me, my king! but rear'd a soldier. 

Bom, train'd, inur'd to arms, I never dreamt 

Of having to unravel mysteries : 

And tho' my soul was taught from infancy 

To trust the common creed that tells, of ghosts ' 

And tutelary spirits, I never heard 

Of ghosts that had their dwelling in the mind. 
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1^ SAUL AND OAVIDw [aCT 

SAUL. 

I can ejKcuse thee, far perhaps my speech 
Was naeasor'd not by judgment as to words. 
I would at once confess what troubles me. 
And tell thee all I feel ; but in my heart 
There is a something clings to secrecy 
That keeps back part of what I wish to telL 

ABNBR. 

Does Saul distrust his captain ? has he found 
Aught to condemn or blame in any act 
Committed to his daring, or in what 
Has he been wanting to his royal master ? 

SAUL. 

I blame thee not, my Abner ! I have found 
Thee true and valiant, fond of enterprise, 
Eager to serve, and prodigal of life. 
It is not that I would not, but because 
I cannot tell thee, that thy blood was mov'd. 

ABNBR. 

My anger, like the flint, if struck, is quick 
With sparklings of its fire, and soon is cool. 
And if my soul, thus sensitive, eonceiv'd 
A momentary thought that I was deem'd 
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SCENE III.] SAUL AND DAVID. 19 

Unworthy of thy confidence, ray king, 

It is because it is my great ambition 

To be, think, act, as may become a soldier. 

SAUL. 

Then worthy art thou of a soldier's heart, 
A soldier's love and gratitude ; and know, 
My Abner, that from this time forth I trust 
In thee as in a soldier, — ne'er to swerve 
From me or mine, whate er may intervene 
To change our royal purpose, as to whom 
Merab, my eldest daughter, shall be given. 

ABNEB. 

My hand, my head, my heart, my life are thine. 

Nor time nor circumstance shall aught avail 

To wean me from thy service. While I've breath, 

I do devote me all in all to thee. 

But what now of thy daughter ? Of the fair. 

The beauteous Merab, whom thou hast betrothed 

To David, Jesse's noble son, who slew 

The scoffing and the braggart Philistine. 

Thou surely must be glad that one so brave, 

So generous, and so fearless in the cause 

Of patriotic feeling, should be link'd 

By tie so tender to a warlike king, 

Wlio, strengthen^ thus, might well defy the world I 
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14 SAUL AND DAVID. [aCT !• 

SAUL. 

Thou wak'st again my sorrow ; I had thought 

To steal from care by converse with thyself. 

Thy wish, thy fondness and fidelity, 

Thy burning courage and devoted zeal 

To seek and guard my honour, and the oath 

By which thou hast confirmed allegiance. 

Had much administered to my relief. 

My mind seem'd veering from the accursed point 

To which it had been fix'd since first I saw 

That stripling youth, the Bethlehemite, appear, 

Bearing the head and sword of him of Gath. 

But thy last words have open'd every wound, 

And grief fresh gushing streams throughout my soul. 

I will at once disclose it — thou art sworn — 

Thy oath a soldier's, and thyself a chief. 

That youth — the shepherd's son, who pleaseth thee. 

Whom Jonathan admires and loves as tho' 

He were his only brother — is to me 

Of all men most unwelcome ; him I fear. 

Thou know*st full well, as all my people know. 

How eager I have panted and essay'd 

To gain the world's esteem and approbation. 

Their praising breath was grateful to my ear — 

Their looks of wonder and astonishment. 

When first they saw me towering in the war, 

With head uprais'd by nature to behold 
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SCENE III.] SAUL AND DAVID. 15 

The crowding ranks of armies^ were to me 

A foretaste of the fame my valour won. 

And when, with victory crown'd, each grateful town 

Sent forth its blushing virgins to announce, 

By smiles and songs and dance, the beating joy 

That swell'd in anxious bosoms, in the sound 

That bore my name in triumph to the skies 

1 reap'd the golden fruits I sigh'd to gain. 

I liv'd and mov'd but in the sentiments 

Of my rejoicing subjects ; praise from them ^ 

Was breath, air, food, blood, even life itself. 

Nor fell their greetings on a selfish ear. 

To guard their country, dear by every tie 

That Nature*s strong instinctive feelings own. 

And knit more closely by remembrances, 

I made my sacred duty. Many an hour 

Have Israel's sons and daughters to my mind 

Been present, when repose was requisite. 

How have I led them forth to victory I how 

Denied myself what nature hanker*d for. 

To smite their daring foes, and give them peace ! 

And yet thou heard'st the song the army sang. 

The chorus of the women : << His thousands 

Saul has slain, but David, mightier far, 

His myriads V^ Then say, my faithful Abner, 

Have I not cause for grief when I perceive 

The hearts of all my soldiers, and the love 

Of beauteous woman, fondly turn'd to one 
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16 SAUL AND DAVID [aCT i. 

Whose noble bearing and whose soul-lit eye 
Bespeak a being of no common nature ? 
Have I not cause for grief when I behold 
My officers, my guards, my son himself, 
Embracing with the ardour of desire 
The youth whose valour has outshone mine own ? 
Have I not cause for jealousy, when one. 
Scarce yet of manhood's years, assumes the name 
Of champion of the Lord, the God of hosts ? 
When, spurning from his breast indignantly 
The shield in which we place our confidence. 
And slighting e'en the sword, the spear, and arms. 
Which ordinary mortals trust unto. 
He boastingly proclaims himself assured 
Of victory with a giant armour-clad ? 
And when I see the anxious eyes of all 
Who breathless wait the issue of the war. 
Follow with joy the graceful form of him 
Who singly fights their battle — ^and' alone 
Wins for their country favour from on high — 
When I behold the secret soul of all 
Indulging in hot prayers for his success, 
Is there not cause to fear lest he may strive 
To tamper with the feelings he has rais'd 
Within each thankful bosom, and lest some 
May hail him their deliverer and their king ? 
Already have their actions told him so — 
And what so quickly kindled as the flame 
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SCENE III.] SAUL AND DAVID. 17 

Of wild ambition, when its dormant spark 

Is fann'd by loud applause ? Or what so soon 

O'erpow^s each other sense and fires the heart 

As Fame s sweet proud excitement ? Well I know 

That softest breezes wake tempestuous storms — 

And that the Satce of our all-peaceful sea. 

That first begins to smile when zephyrs float 

Upon its azure sur&ce, breaks in time 

Into unpleasant laughter —till at length, 

As winds blow louder and confuse it more, 

It agitates itself and is convuls'd, 

Foaming and raving till the fearful soul 

Shudders and thinks of danger; — thus it is 

With diat ambition which elates the mind, — 

At first the trusting confidence in self 

Would gratify the feelings that may prompt 

To deeds of high adventure ; then as love 

And admiration, wonder and applause, 

Are shower'd upon the unsuspecting heart, 

It elevates desire and goads to fame, 

Till mind and feeling, energy and will 

In one concentred bent exert their powers 

To gain unbounded empire over all. — 

My soul I feel is warm — ^my blood is mov'd. 

But there is cause — tell me what thinkst thou, Abner ? 

ABNER. 

I do respect thy grief — I feel as thou; 

For as thy words rush'd thro' my anxious breast. 
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18 UAUL AND DAVID. [aCT I. 

They raised the same emotions as thine own. 
But yet my judgment^ quick as is a soldier's, 
Nought doubting, soon completed, knowing not 
The causes oft from whence decision springs, 
Tells me there is no fear ; but if indeed 
The future prove that thy alarm is true, 
And that desire of reigning seize the soul 
Of that young stripling, but a shepherd's son. 
This arm that checks impiety in foes 
Shall soon and amply crush his arrogance. 
Be calm, my lord — suppress the boiling rage 
That thy eye tells me fast is rising up 
Within thy heated bosom — 

[Saul appears agitated by violent paationt, and evinces 
symptoms of dsmoniaeal possession. 

("Aside,) 

Oh ! I fear 
That stony stare, that wildness and fix'd gaze, 
That front determin'd. Haste away with me, 
The evil spirit is I fear within, 
And we shall have a fit of frightful madness. 

[Abner takes Saul by the arms, and hurries bim away. 



SC£NB ENDS. 
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Scene IV. — Bethlehem. Jesse's House. Evening;!. 



Jesse, David* s father, 

Eliab, '\ 

Abinadab, ^ Brothers of David. 

Shammah, ^ 

Naomi, David's mother. 

Miriam, David's sister. 

Malcham, SattTs herald. 



[Naomi and her sons are sitting in the court with the door 
opening into the fields.] 

Enter Miriam. 

MIRIAM. 

Mother, I cannot see my father coming ; 
Perchance he may have met some straggling warriors 
Returning from the slaughter, and desires 
To hear how well my brother's victory ended. 

NAOMI. 

It may be so ; and yet I rather think 
Your fatlier*s gone to court to warn his son 
To flee temptation and revere his God. 

c2 
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MIRIAM, (addressing Shammah,) 

What sayest thou, my brother ; will our sire 
Return in time to offer evening prayer ? 

SHAMMAH. 

I think it is uncertain, since the flocks 
Have been so thinn'd of late by beasts of prey. 
Our friend Azikam lost but yesterday 
Three kids and several lambkins ; and I heard 
Our father oft remind our absent brothers 
To meet him ere the sun set at the folds. 
Should he, however, much prolong his stay, 
I fear some mischief — ^for at hour of prayer 
It is his custom and his heart's desire 
Ne'er to be wanting to his family. 

ELIAB. 

I think the cause is different, and I'm glad 
That thus the absence of our sire bespeaks 
A faithful and a noble heart in Saul. 
Before the battle Saul proclaimed aloud. 
Myself I heard it, as did every soldier. 
That he whose son should slay the Philistine 
Should have his house made free in Israel. 
No one could think that one of us would dare 
ont the giant's challenge, and when he, 
irother, stood inquiring of the men 
his pride exulted at the sound, 
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I check'd his rising zeal, and fortliwith bade 
Him tend the sheep, and fearless fight the wolves. 
But Heaven has prosper'd David, and the king, 
Eager, no doubt, to verify his words. 
Has sent for David's father to the court 
To make him herdsman, and i^point him office. 
Things may not be so forward ; but a chief 
Renown'd in war, and honourable as Saul, 
Would scarcely rest before his power fulfiU*d 
The dictates of his will and grateful heart. 

MIRIAM. 

I wish that some one from the folds were here 

To set our minds at rest ; or shall we send, 

Or I myself will go, if Shammah you'll walk with me. 

SHAMMAH. 

Most willingly, sweet sister : and I'm pleased 
That thy pure heart has chosen me to share 
Its kindly feelings, and its tenderness. 

MIRTAM. 

You know I love you, Shammah I but we'll haste. 
That should our sire be absent, we may be 
In time to join the circle in devotion. 
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ELIAB. 

You need not go — ^I see the good old man, 
WiUi quicker step than usual, drawing near. 
His head is bent as if he were in thought. 

MIRIAM. 

I hope no harm has happened — ^but I'll learn. 

[Miriam runs out to meet ber (Mter. 

SHAMMAH. 

Our sister every day grows lovelier still. 
She is so gentle, mild, affectionate. 
And yet withal so (H^udent, that my heart 
Knits to her more and more, and learns to love 
Her virtues even for her virtues' sake. 

ABINADAB. 

Her grace it is that so adorns her beauty, 
As gold shines brightest when His purified. 

(Aside, 
But here they come with arm in arm entwin'd, 
A loving daughter and a doting sire. 

Bnter Jbsse afid Miriam. 

OMNES. 

Welcome, dear father, to thy home again. 
We all were growing anxious for thy safety. 
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JBS8E. 

Miriam has told me so — and it is balm 

To soothe the Woes of age to have such sons. 

It is requital for the pains and cares 

That e'er attend on those who have to earn 

Their daily bread by sweat from off the brow. 

But thanks to him who gave, and who supplies 

Our daily wants, considerate of our need, 

It is my joy, my comfort, and my pride. 

To view in manhood's years your tender souls. 

Grown mighty and robust ; — ^reward more great 

Man need not covet here, for toil and care 

Spent in the charge of infancy, than this — 

To see around him flourish strong and fair 

A healthy and a pious family — 

To watch the likeness of the mother's face 

And disposition of the father's heart, 

Develope every day in one and all. 

But better grown, and still more beautiful. 

Embrace .me, all of you ; for in your arms 

To die were e'en a blessing ; and when He 

Who gave me breath shall back recall the soul, 

Oh I may he grant me time to hail my children. 

To bless them, and to die within their arms. 

Embrace me, all of you. 

[Jesse embraces bis children. 

NAOMI. 

But where are all the rest ? Will they be here 
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In time to join us in our evening praise ? 
For see I the sun already looks more large 
And lengthens the old palm its proper size* 



JESSE, 

They will to-night be absent — they are young 
And well can bear night-watching and fatigue* 
The folds must needs be guarded — ^for there seems 
Well nigh whole herds oi lions and of bears^ 
They re grown so numerous ; — we owe to war 
This influx of destruction to our folds; 
For ere Philistia march'd against our land^ 
Or he of Gath o'eraw'd our valiant Saul, 
The watchfulness and daring of our youths 
Had greatly check'd the dreadful ravagement* 
I well remember, ev*n when but a boy, 
It was my sport upon the hills to be 
With youths of equal age, equipped to hunt 
The lion and the wolves from out their lair. 
A well-pois*d lance was grasp'd in either hand, 
A girdle, belted javelins 'round my waist ; 
And on my back the feather'd quiver hung. 
So curious wrought, as to contain my bow. 
Impetuous then, I deem'd myself a man. 
And each companion grew in thought the same* 
From morn till sunset did we trace the steps 
Of prowling wolves or lions, and in time 
Our folds were safe against their injuries. 
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But soon the trumpet summon'd us to arms. 
The Philistines had borne away the ark, 
And every son of Israel claim'd the fight : 
The Lord of Hosts was with us, and restor'd 
The symbol of his presence ; but when we 
Retum'd each to our home, the flocks were torn. 
The folds diminished by the beasts of prey. 
Time past is like the present ; but I hope, 
Since one of us our dreaded foe has slain. 
That for the future peace may fill the land. 
And health and plenty flush our hearts with joy. 

MIRIAM. 

Father I the sun has set ; 'tis time to lift 
Our voices in thanksgiving and in praise 
To Him who sent our David to the war. 

J£SSE. 

It is, my daughter ; and as he's away, 

Thy sweet melodious voice shall sing the hjrmn. 

[The family all rise and turn their faces towards the 
north in the situation of the holy tabernacle*. — 
Miriam takes the harp and sings one of David's 
Psalms— all join. 

Honour and praise, great God, be thine, ^ 

Who mak'st the glorious sun to shine ; 
Who causest stars to furnish light. 
When his rich splendor yields to night 

* A tabernacle did exist. 
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Glory to thee who spieadst od high 
The blue etherial canopy, 

WhereiD the moony with lustre crown'd, 

* 

Walks like a queen her destined round. 

Glory to thee, O Lord I be given. 
Whose throne is fix'd above in heaven ; 
Whose eye extends with watchful care 
To earth, where we thy creatures are. 

Lord ! what are we, that 'neath thy wing 
Our souls should find a covering? 
What have we done, that we should be 
Beholders of thy majesty ? 

Ev'n when we breathe thy sacred name. 
Our hearts confess their guilt and shame ; 
And as we own thy power to bless, 
We think on our unworthiness. 

And yet so gracious is thy will, 
That we thy purposes fulfil ; 
And little less than angels we 
Are made in worth and dignity. 

With honour and with glory crown'd, 
Man owns earth's empire all around, 
And every creature of thy hand 
Is subject to his high command. 
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Accept then all the praises, Lord, 
That our imperfect lips afibrd, 
And give us grace thy name to bless 
In beauty of true holiness. 

Glory and honour, praise and power, 
Be thine, O Lord I for evermore ; 
And if it be thy will, may we. 
Shout forth thy praise eternally I 

[The curtain faUs, and Jesse's voice is beard indis- 
tinctly in prayer. After a short time the curtain 
rises. 

JESSE. 

Ah, Miriam I that tune was lov*d by David, 
I've heard him sing it, glorying when the night 
Has brought to mind the great eternal day. 

MIRIAM. 

And so have I, my Father — oft with him 
I've wander 'd in the evening to the foot 
Of yonder mountain, to behold the sun 
Tip with his radiant beams the loftiest peak, 
While darkness gather'd o*er the plains around. 
And when at last the ling ring beams withdrew 
He'd string the harp and play, and bid me sing. 
He lov'd the evening, and for love of him 
I lov'd it too ; and now that he's away, 
I feel I love it more, and take delight 
In going to the spots which he most lov'd. 
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NAOMI. 

But still 'tis better for him now to fight 
His country's battles — and I own I feel 
A secret pleasure in the cheering thought 
That in the camp of Saul he'll train for war. 

ABINADAB. 

And so do I ; what use can e*er it be 

For him to write and sing, and sweep the lyre, 

If enemies more mighty and more fierce 

Should take the field and challenge forth our hosts ? 

SHAMMAH. 

And I am sorry that he's lost to us, 
Though, if it be for good, I'm glad he's gone. 
Our hearts, when he was with us, were at ease. 
And kindled into rapture by devotion. 

MIRIAM. 

You just have spoken what I feel myself; 
I do regret in private that his voice. 
His music and his poesy, is still. 
And that his heart can empty not itself. 
And mingle with our own ; how sweet it was 
At morning, noon, and even, to attend 
To his pure songs of piety ! — and then 
In gentlest converse, to observe his soul 
Breathing its strains of hallow'd feeling, till 
A ray of future glory seem'd to shine 
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Around his placid forehead — Oh ! 'twas sweet ! 
Oft have I thought at such a time that earth 
Was void of guilt and shame, or that alone 
Of erring mortals we had been forgiven ; — 
His every look told heaven — and his voice 
Was like the voice of God when first with man 
He convers'd in the garden ; — every tree 
And leaf and flower were stirless as he spoke, 
And seem'd in gratitude to drop their sweets 
With greater lavishment and fragrancy. 
Most gladly shall I hail his wish'd return ; 
But if it be the will of Providence 
That we're denied that pleasure, I will try. 
In dutiful submission, to adore 
The ways of Him whose will was David's guide. 

JESSE. 

Kiss me, sweet Miriam I oh I what joy I feel, 

What ecstasy, what rapture at thy words ! 

I seem again a boy — I feel as when 

I first heard virgin-lips adore the Lord ! 

How grateful to my bosom is such love I 

Say, wife, is this not portion of the blessing 

That parents' hearts must prove ? is it not joy 

To hear our daughter testify her love. 

Her fiiith, her duty, and her happiness, 

To be dependent on the will of Heaven ? 

May Heaven reward thee, Miriam I and may He 

Whom thou dost serve, still keep thee in his ways. 
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For all his ways are pleasantness, and all 

His paths are peace. One other kiss, sweet Miriam. 

NAOMI. 

I too do feel a parent's love for her, 

But could have wish'd that Miriam had desir'd 

Her brother*s fame and glory : where he is 

Hell seek the path of honour, and our name 

By him may be exalted to the skies. 

But had he still continu'd with the flocks 

A shepherd and a lyrist, he had liv*d 

And passed his life, though peaceful, yet obscure, 

And none save Bethlehemites had heard his name. 

JKSSE. 

The will of Heaven be done; but, dearest wife, 
I'd rather see a child of mine devout 
With powerful horn of righteousness exalted, 
Than hear him nam'd among earth's conquerors, 
Or view him ruling nations as a king. 

8HAMMAH. 

Father ! 'tis time to separate — the hour 

Bespeaks it late, and long ago Eliab 

Has wish'd some other subject — ^nigh asleep 

He dreads the fame of David's victory. 

And seems to me to fear his future rising. 

I know he's jealous ; for ev'n the rumour went — 
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ELiAB (starting.) 
Does Shammah call me jealous ? 

JESSE. 

Peace, my sons, 
Who hastens to our dwelling at an hour 
When none are wont to pass? — ^he seems to press 
With eager footsteps forward, as to tell 
Some further joyful tidings. Rise, he's near. 

(Enter a herald from Saul.) 

JESSE. 

What news from Saul or David ? wherefore here ? 
Thy looks bespeak importance. 

MALCHAM. 

I come for David — ^for upon the king 
The evil spirit from the Lord abides.^ 
Haste now befits the minstrel I bid him haste 
Away with me, though like me weary too: 
Abner and Jonathan await him anxiously ; 
His music they expect will calm the king. 
Who seems abandon'd to the evil spirit. 

ELIAB. 

What words are these ? is David not with Saul ? 
Not long ago I lefl him with the guards, 
Anxious myself to greet my father*s house, 
And anxious he in words, but as to deeds, 
Surrounded still it seems with mystery. 
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MALCHAM. 

The hero left the king when he dismiss'd 
The captains and the hosts. I saw the youth 
With Jonathan retire apart from all, 
Apparently on things of moment bent. 
The prince is with his father ; and 'twas he 
Who ordered me to speed to Jesse's house, 
To bring the minstrel back. 

NAOMI. 

Some mischief has befallen I oh I my son, 
My honoured, hopeful son, why linger'st yet, — 
Why art thou absent when thou shouldst be here ? 

MIRIAM. 

Mother, be not afraid ; — if it be true, 
What now the herald tells us, I am sure 
That David is in safety. But the king. 
How is it with him, herald ? tell us now. 

MALCHAM. 

I cannot, must not stay — where is the bard 
Whose potent music soothes the monarch's care ? 
Oh I if thou know'st, inform me, or despatch 
A ready messenger — each moment kills. 
And now delay might take away my office. 

OMNBS. 

Heaven will protect thee and the word of David. 
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But have respect to our conj<Hnt demands. 
Refuse us not, we pray. Come sit thee down. 

( They offer him a seai.J 

MALCHAM. 

Did not the damsel say, she knew the place 
Where David might be resting? Is it far ? 
I must away— he must he found — the king, 
And Jonathan, and Abner, what would they 
If conscious that I thus was idly here. 
And David still unfound ? Impart, I pray, 
The welcome tidings ; and, if time allow, 
And circumstance, I will return to tell 
The sad and horror-moving spectacle. 

BLIAB. 

That is impossible ; for besides the care 

And duties of thy office, 'tis the time, 

As thou must know, when all should be prepar'd 

To celebrate the feast of the new moon. 

Thou losest time in parley— but attend, 

If thou wilt now relate to us of Saul, 

I will myself with thee to find the lad. 

MALCHAM. 

Be sworn, and I'll obey. 

BLIAB. 

My word is passed. 

D 
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SfALCHAM* 

Saul, with his army, was returning home, 
And met near Gibeah all the choral bands 
Of our rejoicing virgins, who came forth 
To greet their joyful and triumphant friends. 
At his command each chief led on the ranks. 
Save Abner, none remained ; the king desir*d 
To speak with him alone ; and what was said, 
Or thought, or done, I know not ; but ere long 
The voice of Abner call'd aloud for help ! 
And direful ravings of the monarch reached 
Our startled ears. Jonathan, his son, 
And I, as herald waiting to fulfil 
The royal purpose, rush'd towards the sound. 
And lo I our eyes perceive the victor Saul 
Vanquish'd by some foul daemon ! 
It seem*d as if his struggling nature writh*d 
Beneath the fiend's fell fury, and the will 
That strove in vain for freedpm, but increased 
The harrowing and the frightful agony. 
The eye was dashM with wildness, and the brow 
Was tortured by the sufTrance, and appeared 
Burning with hot despair — across the cheek 
Were ploughed intrenched scars, and his quick lips 
Quiver'd till pale with anguish. Twas in vain 
We would restrain his fury — strength we'd none. 
We trembled as in danger ; but still more 
For our lov'd monarch's safety ; lest perchance 
The javelin which his royal hand contain'd, 
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As emblem of his empire and command,^ 

Might thirst all impiously and seek for blood. 

None dar!d to seize the weapon — 'twas his crown ; 

But presently with viewless speed it fled 

From his strong arm, and shiver'd in the wall. 

The effort pleased the king ; he grew more calm. 

His hopeful resolution was achieved 

That blind despair suggested ; he looked round 

And utter 'd sounds mysterious ; scorn and hate 

Were visible, and fearful was his look. 

He seem'd as if inspir'd by prophecy ; 

But soon, alas I when his' dwn soul retum'd. 

The stem decision of a cooler rage 

Bespoke some dismal purpose ; in his eye 

Beneath the frowning lid there lurk*d intent 

Of fierceness and a mischievous design. 

But Jonathan and Abner fearing both 

The workings of some wicked enterprize, 

And hoping too that music might assuage 

His angry passions, bade me seek with speed 

David, for music fiun'd, as prov'd in arms. 

His presence I desire, and fain would hope 

That his sweet voice may soothe the brooding cares 

Of our brave monarch ; — ^m the lyre, tliey say, 

There is a power to charm the sadden'd soul; 

May such charm be in David's I — let's away. 

OMNES. 

May it be so ! 

d2 
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BLIAB. 

Say, Miriam, where is he ? 

MIRIAM. 

I think, Eliab but no, Pll tell thee privately. 

[^Exeuni Miriam and Eliab. 

JESSB. 

I fear this is the hand of God on Saul ; 
He has had timely warnings, but in vain. 

NAOMU 

Say, herald, is the king so frequently ? 

MALCHAM. 

Never so bad as now : at times he is 

Oppressed with some dark melancholy fit. 

In which he grows so peevish and suspicious, 

That one is scarce in safety : ever since 

He smote from Havilah the Amelikes, 

His temper, and his bearing, and his mind 

Are changed : more proud he seems and stubborn. 

And yet more false and fickle ; for at times 

He bids me execute commands, and then 

He chastens me for going ; — ^but 'tis wrong 

To speak thus of the king — ^he is anointed. 

He's only so at times ; and when he's well. 

And under no delusion, he is like 

A king, a brave and noble-minded sovereign. ^ 
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Enter Miriam and JBUab, 

ELIAB. 

I'm ready, Malcham. 

0MNS8. 

We will attend you to the outer court, 
And may God speed your errand ! 

[^EaceufU amnes. 



END OP ACT 
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ACT II. 
ScENB h — JReHred spot near Bethlehem, Evening, 

David. 

Eliab, Davids 8 Brother, 

Malcham, Herald, 

Eliza, Daughter of Azikam, 

BLiZA (sola,) 

Oh I if my fears were false he had Ijeen here I 

The heart suspects not thus without some cause : 

The feelings have a judgment of their own 

Which will suggests not, and which therefore must 

Have been implanted to direct our souls. 

I felt within a wild emotion start 

From my all-jealous bosom at the hour 

Report says he was fighting ; thro' my frame 

It shot a sure presentiment of harm 

To him, to me, and to my ardent love. 

Fame says that he is safe, honoured and lov*d 
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By all the army, and by Saul himself, 

But mostly by his grateful family I 

Ah I — this it is that causes my alarm, 

That fills my soul with jealousy and care. 

Perplexing every feefing but the one 

That loves him with a virgin's earnestness 1 

O David I my lov'd David I didst thou know 

The warm attachment which 'mid fears I feel, 

The unwearied bond that knits my heart to thee ; 

Or didst thou feel and think and love and live 

The same all-faithfU friend of your Elizm 

My heart had stiU been peaceful and content. 

Oh I if thou think'st of coming, haste thee on ; 

Or, if more cruel and ungrateful, thou 

Alike forgettest me and thy true promise. 

Why not send some one to impart a hope ? 

Entire despair were better state than this, 

For then the heart might cling e'en to despair. 

To something it must lean, and constant feel 

Its own embrace — ^if sever'd it must die. 

Oh I if I cannot love, then let me hope, 

And twine my fondness round imagin'd pleasure I 

My wishes still will be the same, and then 

My heart will have some substance ev'n in thoi^ht, 

Dwelling thereon in its own silent musings, 

And feeding on the solace of concealment. 

[Footsteps are heard, and David approaches with the 
garment, sword, and bo^ of Jonathan. 
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List I — Steps are near — ^it may be David — list I 

Alas ! it is some officer dispatch'd to teD 

His residence within the royal mansion. 

That glistening sheath, whereon the moonbeams smile. 

But ill bespeak his love of solitude— 

And yet the walk is his, the gentle tread — 

It is — it is — ^my David and my love ! 

[Sbe rushes to him — they fondly embmce. 
DAVID. 

My dear Eliza ! 

ELIZA. 

Oh ! first indulge my eyes 
In their long-wish'd delight and ravishment — 
First let me look into thine eyes^or love, 
To see if other form have alter'd aught 
Thy sentiment and passion for myself. 
Why should I doubt now thou art here, my love ? 

DAVID. 

My dear Eliza 1 my own soul's delight. 

My joy, my pride, my beauty, once my hope 



ELIZA. 

Call me not thus, but tell me that thou lov'st me. 

DAVID. 

To think of thee was e'er my chief delight. 
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ELIZA. 

And is*t not now ? 

DAVID. 

It is, sweet ; but the time 
Allow'd by sense of duty to discharge 
The debt ixf all my feelings 

ELIZA. 

Mostly due 
To thy heart's choice, who loves thee more than all — 
Than father, mother, brother, and thy sister, — 
For Heaven has led me none to minister, 
I fear, when mostly needed. 

DAVID. 

What fears excite thee ? — what tongue can have told 

Thee aught to harass thus thy troubled soul ? 

If that my late arrival be the cause, 

Know, dearest, that, my primal duty done, 

I fled to tell my safety, and to hear 

From thee soft words of love and grateful praise. 

ELIZA. 

Alas ! I fear that praise has robb'd my peace ! 
This raiment, sword, and girdle, are the gifts 
Of some deceitful one who would destroy 
Thy purity — the youthful feeling manifest 
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In thy suspectlett bofiom. Can I praise 
The deed that murders rest?— «an I talk 
Of fiime and glory when my own are flown — 
At least m prospect — and when thy roiowny 
MThich Heaven enwreath*d with the poetic lyre. 
Seems barter'd for the empty name of hero ? 
O David, I am sad ! — thou hast not told 
Me yet of love ; but still thou talk'st of time 
And duty, which are surely best employ'd 
In solacing confiding woman's cares. 

DAVID. 

Thou know'st I love thee — but the king 

ELIZA (aside). 

My fears ! 
The agitating impulses that come 
To wreck my hopes of happiness ! 

DAVID. 

My love I 
What sudden fright is this ? — ^what fears alarm ? 

ELIZA. 

The fears of fond affection. 

DAVID. 

Have I none ? 
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BLUA. 

What canst thou have to terrify thy soul, 
When its sure anchor is reposedly 
Entrusted to the moveless heart of woman ? 

DAVID. 

Thou knowest not the harrowing thoughts that mar 
My passion's fond allurement — thou canst thuik 
But little of the struggles of a mind 
Which would be changeless, 'mid the changing scenes 
Of time and place and circumstance. 

BLIZA. 

Which tiHmld be changeless I — ^which toould be, David ! 

Oh I is thy heart estrang d, as I surmis'd, 

Unconscious why I doubted ? — is it not 

Devoted still to love, or has the noise 

Of war and fame and populous applause 

Silenc'd its purer tone, and hush'd the sweet. 

The stUl, small voice within you ? 

DAVID. ; 

Eliza I 
Belov'd as heretofore, do stifle, pray. 
Thy fears, which trouble more myself than thee : 
My chief delight depends upon your smile, 
My misery on your wretchedness — to live, 
Think, act for you, has centred all my soul. 
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BUZ A. 

Then why not make me happy ? — ^why not say 
Thou lov'st me now, as when of late, at eve. 
Our arms entwin'd in fond fidelity, 
We wander'd forth, unconscious where we roam'd, 
As passion'd converse, over-flowing joy, 
Would guile the dusky path, and ev'n illume 
All nature vi^ith the radiancy of love ? 

DAVID. 

Assure thyself, Eliza, thou art lov*d 

Ev'n with a heart that feels it loves too much ? 

ELIZA. 

O say not so I — what heart can love too much ? 

DAVID. 

The warm devoted heart by fondness blinded. 

ELIZA. 

No other heart can feel the power of love. 

DAVID. 

No other heart more likely to destroy it. 

ELIZA. 

Would thine were one, I then might be assur'd. 
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DAVID. 

Would it were not so ! but thy words have wound 

Around my yielding bosom, and again 

I feel myself thine own when Heaven demands 

ELIZA. 

To quit Eliza? 

DAVID. 

To think of duty— 
To banish selfish joy for the high prize 
Of Heaven's appointment, and fulfil the will 
Of Him who gave me power to win thy love. 

ELIZA. 

And now who bids thee lose it? say not so ! 
Say true, my David I has not some new friend, 
Attracted by thy valour or thy song, 
Persuaded thee to change thy course of life? 
Are not these ev'n the emblems of his wish ? 
I fear they are, for never can I think 
That thou, the minstrel of the eacred song, 
Couldst of thyself be so in love with war 
As to exchange the harp of purest gold 
For the foul tinsel of the bloody sword. 
Then say not that 'tis order'd by high Heaven : 
Our gracious God, who made all things in love. 
Who links by love the whole created chain, 
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Sustaining by his love the eternal world. 
Can ne'er inspire thee with unholy thoughts — 
And say is war most holy ? 

DAVID. 

My guardian angel thou I — thy words are fraught 

Witli tones of deep affection, tho' convey 'd 

On accents that still rankle as they bum. 

My heart is tun'd for love ; love lit my eye 

Ere age had ting'd my cheek with those dark hues 

That tell the ripening soul : and thou Uiyself 

Wert the inspiring attribute I In thine eye 

I saw perfection ; on thine ample brow 

I read thy spirit's dictates and ador'd. 

'Twas from thee I leam'd to lisp in music : 

The lyre, which thou so praisest, had been muce^ 

Had not a zeal to please thee and to love 

Tun'd ito wild chords and breath'd its harmony. 

Yes, dearest maid, I love thee ! and would lose 

Honour, wealth, power, and ev'n ambition's hope, 

To love thee and be thine as I now wish, 

But Heaven must not be slighted ; and the voice 

Of God and conscience must be treasur'd more 

Than nature's inclinations — though of love. 

Some other season may restore to me. 

To you, to both, the lasting, fond embrace ; 

And ev*n now I'd not been here to grieve 

Thy courted presence in these hated garbs — 
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Hated by thee — but grateful to my thoughts — 

Had. not the yearnings of my love prevailed 

And forc*d a respite from reluctant Saul. 

I doubt as to his thoughts — but in his words 

He seem'd desirous, of my services. 

It was not I that gain'd the victory — 

That slew the giant and dispersed the ranks — 

It was the Lord of hosts, in battle strong 

And mighty, — he it was that bade me wish 

To give Goliath combat ; and the aid 

By means of which X smote the bear, and freed 

The bleeding lambkin from the lion's paw, 

Uplifted this frail arm to slay the foe. 

And wouldst thou, dear Eliza, have the Lord 

Our God our enemy ? — would it ev'n be love 

To thee to sacrifice a Providence 

To the blind zeal of ill-^directing chance ? 

Eliza ! — better love is mine ! — more dear 

Is thy devoted and long-prov'd fidelity : 

And tho* the will of Heaven directs me hence 

Far from thy pious and enrapturing converse, 

Still holier and more sacred to my soul 

Is duty, rightly known and warmly felt. 

ELIZA. 

Then wilt thou change the shepherd's peaceful life, 
Charm'd with a sacred psalmody, and love, 
Endear'd by recollections, 'twin'd with hope, 
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Honour*d by parents' sanction, and approved 

By Heaven, that with thee guards the threatened 

flocks? 
I mention not myself in murmuring, 
But would that to thyself thou wert as dear 
As I once was, and as thou 'rt stili to me. 
Think of the danger of your enterprise, 
For war, I fear, is now thy fond intent. 
The myrtle that our loves had sanctified 
Will hardly flourish in your fields of blood. 
And the harmonious unison o£ soul, 
On which thou usest so to pride thyself, 
Will scarce grow softer, sweeter, or more dear, 
From the harsh jarring of estranging arms. 
O David ! pause before — reflect what deeds, 
What cruelty, what brutal appetite, 
Must be appeas'd before the fight is won I 

DAVID, 

The will of Heaven be done — tis mine 

ELIZA. 

To slay — 
To murder men, like beasts that prowl at night 
Preying on one another ? — say not so. 

DAVID. 

To follow on the path that Heaven direcu 
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ELIZA. 

Then that is mercy's path — ^peace, pleasantness, 

To bind the bruised reed, to fan the flax 

Nigh quench'd in its dim burnings — ^such, indeed. 

As heretofore thou wert accustom'd to. 

Say, did not happiness attend thy steps 

While following the tir'd sheep to give them rest ? 

Was there no pleasure in your matin song. 

That pour*d its praisings to the throne of light ? 

Does not the face of beauteous nature please ? 

And whither wouldst thou seek for happiness, 

If 'tis not found with nature ? — ^if to be 

At love with all mankind, at peace with Heaven, 

To have a conscience void of all offence. 

Doing and seeking justice, be no more 

A pleasure — if, to watch the glorious stars 

Trace their known course, and view the silent moon 

Rule as their queen, those mild effulgences. 

Give no heartfelt delight as heretofore — 

If thou canst love no more to sit with me 

And teach me how the day first sprang from night. 

How Heaven and earth were made and beauty-clad, 

And how the angels shouted loud for joy 

When God pronounc'd all good — then go to war. 

But think whom thou forsakest, and for whom — 

Think what thou losest for the chance of gain. 

Why seek the love of Saul, whom Heaven rejects ? 

Why serve his purpose, which is not the Lord's ? 
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Why trust in him, distrusted by his God 
For sparing the Amalekites ? ^ — O pause ! 
Pause, dearest, thankless David i — fancy not 
The heated ivishes of a hankering soul 
Thirsting for power and glory, to be sent 
By an all- merciful, indulgent God. 

DAVID. 

Eliza, tempt me not ! — I must be gone. 
My mind is fix'd to swerve not from its duty. 
And Heaven has summoned, and I must obey. 
But calm thy troubled soul, be more resign'd. 
Nor let an impious doubt perplex thy thoughts. 
The Lord who gave, preserveth ; and, perchance, 
Ere long he may ordain, in righteousness, 
To you, requited love, — to me, my wished, — 
To both, I trust, contentment and submission. 
Farewell, farewell I — I linger on the sound. 
But must away. Farewell, once more &rewell I 

[^Exit David. 

ELIZA (gola). 

And he is gone I — my eyes will see no more 
Their worshipped idol ; but Fm more at ease 
Now left alone I My heart had well nigh burst 
With jealousy, suspicion, fear, and love. 
Contending each in turn — and Oh, with reason I 
And where is now my hope ? — ^my bridal hour. 
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The nuptial joys, the expected happiness ? ^ 
Is calm despair the fruit of constant faith, 
And are untimely moans to comfort me ? 
Must my lament to mountain- winds be hymn*d. 
Like hers for whom the virgins yearly mourn ? 
How chang'd his careless eye — ^his timorous tone 
How feeble to express what once he sang 
To sweetest music on his banish*d l3rre I 

Enter Eliab and Malckam ; Eliab stops suddenly. 

ELIAB. 

Softly, Malcham I — approach with gentle caution, 
Methinks this is the girl I told you of. 
She waits, perhaps, poor thing I the wish'd approach 
Of her regardless lover — she sighs, stay — ^listen — 

ELIZA, (not perceiving the others*) 

And yet I love I I love him, though in vain. 
Knowledge remove th not the springs of feeling $ 
For though his words of dubious import tell 
My too suspicious heart that love is vain. 
Confidingly I love, arid hate belief. 



I told you so — ^it is Eliza, Malcham, 
And thus our journey's shorten'd ; we will speak 

E 2 
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To her anon ; and then we can decide. 

I heard her mention love — she knows him not. 

MALCHAM. 

I must to her at once — the hour is late. 

ELIZA. 

But who comes here ? My brother ? — 

ELIAB, 

No, thy friend. 
The fonder name denied, I am thy friend. 
What ails thee, beauty ? 

ELIZA. 

Oh I ask me not, Eliab I Who is this ? 

MALCHAM. 

Pardon, sweet maid ! but anxious to be told 
If aught thou know'st of him who slew Goliath 
I venture^ though unwelcome, in thy presence. 

ELIZA. 

Is he thy friend, Eliftb ? — ^why ait come? 

BLIAR* 

He is Saul's true and trusty messenger — 
But as thy heart seems s^ he shall away 
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And I will with thee to thy father's house. 

[Addressing himself to the Herald. 

Malcham, he is not here, as Miriam thought. 
I guess'd they trusted too much to his honour. 

ELIZA. 

Dost talk of David ? What is this I hear ? 

ELIAB. 

Of David, dearest ; Miriam thought him here 
I doubted — for the beauteous princess now — 

ELIZA. 

Tell me not. so — ^how couldst thou doubt thy brother ? 

ELIAB. 

Because I'd reason. But let us first dismiss 
The!, herald to his frenzied master Saul, 
Who stands in need of David's soothing voice. 
Jonathan and Abner, all the household 
Expect impatiently — 

ELIZA. 

Then this explains the whole. 
Oh I David I treacherous David 1 is it thus 
That heaven is made the pretext for thy going ? 
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MALCHAM. 

Dost mean that David has been here to-night ? 
Oh ! tell me, gracious damsel, if thou canst, 
Where I can find the man whose presence now 
Will fill with consolation every heart, 
And who is look'd for as a guardian spirit. 

ELIZA. 

By whom, and when, and why ? 

MALCHAM. 

By Jonathan, 
And the fond anxious family o£ SaulJ? 

ELIAB. 

Have you heard tidings of him ? if so, say. 
That Malcham may withdraw. — I see thy grief. 

ELIZA. 

He has been here, Eliab — for a time 



MALCHAM. 

How long since he was here — what way, kind maid, 
Did David take ? perhaps, if I pursue 
With quicken'd steps, I may overtake in time. 

ELIZA. 

He cannot be far off — ^he did not say 
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Whither he went, but from hig words and your's, 
I much suspect he seeks the king, or else 

ELIAB. 

Haste thee to follow Malcham — ^I will stay 

With my fond sister, gladly to attend her 

To her father's house. Heaven speed thy steps I 

l^Exit Malcham. 

Now he is gone, thou can'st unfold thy heart 
To one who pitying, feels beforehand 
The nature of thy tears. I too can tell 
More freely what 'tis fitting thou shouldst know 
Of him, who tampers with thy slighted feelings. 

ELIZA. 

It cannot be ; he cannnot so deceive. 

ELIAB. 

Thou too, like Miriam, think'st too highly 



Impossible, Eliab, he can lie. 

ELIAB. 

I know not that ; but has he told thee aught 
That is at variance with our narrative ? 

ELIZA. 

His tender heart can never feel untrue- 
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BLIAB. 

His selfish heart would gratify desire. 

BL1ZA. 

Then he had still been here — but now, alas ! — 

ELIAB. 

He seeks to push his purpose, and to be — 

ELIZA. 

Restored to his Eliza, does he not ? 

ELIAH. 

Unhappy girl ! how could he thus deceive you ? 

ELIZA. 

By words of love, and sweet assurances, 

He bade me hope that Heaven would still preserve 

Our union, and requite my fondness. 

ELIAB. 

Insidious traitor I is it thus thy pride — 

ELIZA. 

David be proud, Eliab ? He betray 
Whose guileless heart — 

ELIAB. 

Whose prudent subtlety conceals its fraud. 
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ELIZA. 

Thy words are riddles, and a mystery; 
False, I believe and hope — if true, O Love ! 

ELIAB. 

Dear injur'd maid ! be calm. Tell me thy grief. 

ELIZA. 

I caimot, will not, dare not mention it. 
My fears begin to rise — better that they 
Were crushed, than heightened by thy converse. 

ELIAB. 

But if too true. 

ELIZA. 

Then I would wish them false. 

ELIAB. 

And love him still ? 

ELIZA. 

Ev*n though he slight me more. 

ELIAB. 

Love one who slights you ? 

ELIZA. 

Yes I though in despair -I 
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ELIAB. 

And if he love another ? 

ELIZA. 

He ne'er will — 
He told me that my happiness was his — 
My misery his wretchedness. He swore — 

ELIAB. 

To satisfy thy all-confiding heart. 

ELIZA. 

No ; but to pledge his own more certainly. 

ELIAB. 

Oh ! woman ! what a complex being thou, 
Doubting, yet trusting ; fearful, yet witlud 
Confiding still in hope ; jealous, yet true. 
Severe in hatred, prodigal of love ; 
Conscious of your own ruin and despair> 
Yet powerless to restraip impassionings I 

ELIZA. 

Alas I what dost thou know, to give thee cause 
For such unjust reproach ? What has he done ? 

ELIAB. 

Undone thy happiness, Eliza ! 
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ELIZA. 

He! 

ELIAB. 

None else could have the power, had he been true. 

ELIZA. 

Oh ! tell me all : I bum to hear» although 

I fear my hearts — ^Do tell me, though it kill I — 

ELIAB. 

It rather will relieve thee when thou feel'st 

A generous indignation and disdain. 

Hast thou not heard the tale so current now ? 

Has not thy sire Azikam told thee yet; 

For surely he must know of Saul's design 

To marry David to his daughter Merab ? 

The talk of the whole neighbourhood is about 

The aU-surprising tidings — strange, yet true. 

Before he slang the all-deciding stone, 

He bum'd in secret with desire of fame, 

For wealth and love ; he wish'd for higher things, 

Else had he stay'd at home and watch*d the folds. 

And still prov'd faithful to his avocation. 

But mark his conduct --early rising up, 

He leaves with some poor hireling all the sheep. 

And, under pretext of saluting us 

His elder brethren, marshall'd in the ranks, 
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He comes unto the army, and attends 

With itching ears to what Saul's herald said. 

I saw his eyes fast kindle with desire, 

When Merab was proclaim'd the beauteous prize 

Of valour and success. He seem'd elate — 

Inflam'd with ardent wishes to engage 

The God-defying Philistine* In his soul 

Sprang the deep risk of combat ; and the chance 

Of being prince and rich, and ev'n a king, 

So buoy'd his haughty heart, that still he ask*d 

And begg'd the heralds to repeat the prize. 

My anger rose against him, thus to see 

A beardless youth, unus'd to other foes 

Than skulking beasts that serve for children's pastime 

Wish to engage a giant I when ev'n Saul, 

The bravest of the brave and hardy chiefs. 

Had trembled and reflis'd for forty days I 

I check'd inquiry, but could not repress 

His wild ambition ; beauty bade him hope — 

Fame urg'd him to the trial, and desire 

For power and empire clos'd his dazzled eyes 

Against the dreaded danger, and he won I 

Unhappy hour for thee I instant he rush'd, 

And with the giant's sword cut off the head 

From the now fearless body ; Israel rais'd 

A shout of joy, and soon the foes were fled. 

But while the men of Israel folio w'd on, 

Ev'n to the gates of Ekron, and despoil'd 
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Their captar'd tents — ^lo I David takes the head 
Of him of Gath, and self-complacently 
Hurries to testify the thing he'd dime, 
And joyful drinks the people s flattery. 
Saul could not but applaud ; and Jonathan, 
Become his brother by the victory, 
Hastens to greet and to confirm. I saw 
Them pledge their faith ; I saw the exulting joy 
With which ray vain-grown brother fed his pride. 
I saw their arms entwine, as if they were 
Already link'd in bonds of brotherhood. 
They then went off together ; I suppose. 
To the expectant Merab, who, they say. 
Already dotes upon him. Judge then if he 

[£li«lt Mis in a swoon, — the curtain falls as Eliab 
is raising her up. 

CHORUS. 

Love I what a heavenly thing thou art. 
The joy of every feeling heart ; 
The wing oa which all passions fly, 
The impulse of all ecstasy I 
Thy look, thy touch, thy breath, thy voice 
Bid the confiding soul rqjoice, 
Win willing minds to rapture, and 
Enthral them with a soft command.' 
Does sorrow dim the weeping eye ? 
Thy glance recaUs U» brilliancy ; 
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Does anger plough the tortur'd frown ? 

Thy word put« resignation on ; 

The force of reason thou dost guide. 

Dost stem hot passion's fiery tide, 

Canst cheer misfortune's gloomy hour, 

Canst curb the arrogance of power, 

And rule ev'n with the utmost ease, 

When other arts have fail'd to please. 

Why then so often wearest thou 

Stem haughtiness upon thy brow ? 

Why mar thy sovereign loveliness 

By little scorn and wiliness ? 

Do grace and beauty best appear; 

Mingled with pride's disdainful air ! 

Are not the fleecy clouds at noon 

Fairest when coloured by the sun ? 

— Oh I Love I though parent o£ aU pleasure, 

Best jewel of an earthly treasure — 

Unless thou art with truth combin'd, 

Of hell thou art the fotdest fiend. 

Thy maddening look else darts a pain, 

Forbidding wounds to heal again. 

Thy slightest touch inflicts a smart 

Consuming the distracted heart. 

Thy poisnous breath corrupts the blood, 

And spoils all taste for wholesome food. 

And thy deceitful voice betrays ' 

More guile than the arch-traitor says I 
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All then who seek ]ove*8 pure delight, 
Must look by fieuth and not by sight. 



Scene II. — SauTs Palace. Morning. 

Mbeab, > _ , ^ « . 

^ JDayghters of SauL 

lyilCHAL, •^ 

Jonathan, 8auF$ Sam. 
Anna, Maid. 

[Merab i« rMding some poetry .] 

michal. 

How came you by those verses ? — ^have you seen 
The minstrel hero ? — think you they are his ? 

mekab. 

A strange old woman brought them yesterday, 
Asserting they were David's, and composed, 
She said, by him upon the very spot 
Where a huge lion and a bear are buried. 

MICHAL. 

Who could she be ? — and why did she come here ? 

MERAB. 

I think she was a sorceress, or a witch, 
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And that she hid her art through fear of Saul. 

She said, she brought the poetry because 

Fame said that I already was betroth'd 

To the young conqueror^ and therefore I 

Should like to have some poetry of his. 

The woman thought tlie truth, and yet 'twas strange 

That she should thus discover all my heart. 

MICHAL. 

No doubt she was a witch. I'd like to see her. 

MERAB. 

It is too late,, she left immediately. 

MICHAL. 

I dare say it is true they were composed 

Upon the spot she mentions ; see, they speak 

Of some deliverance from the mouth and paw 

Of lions, and of thanks for victory. 

He must have been a gallant, daring youth 

To match himself with bears, such hideous things. 

MGRAB. 

He must, dear Michal I Oh I had you but seen 
His manly gait and noble countenance. 
When speaking, with his trusting confidence. 
Of the late battle, you then had said 
No wonder that the enemies were slain I 
(^Aside,) I hear the maid 
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£nitr Anna* 
Welly Anna, what's the news ? 
Is David come, or does that lazy herald 
Yet lag behind ?— and how is Saul, mj father ? 

ANNA. 

Nor David, nor the herald is arriv'd : 
Abner has sent again in all directions 
To learn of either ; the king is weary 
With continuous watching, but more calm. 
They say he feels less pain, but greater sorrow ; 
A melancholy mood of sadness preys 
Upon his spirits, and he scarcely moves. 
At times he speaks in prophecy. 

Enter Jonathan in haste. 

JONATHAN. 

Merab ! the herald comes across the hill 
With news, no doubt, of David. Would you like 
To question him yourself? I come to ask, 
Knowing how much you must admire my friend, 
And hearing too, $weet, of your anxious wishes. 

MERAB. 

I thank you, brother, for your kind intent ; 
And would my feelings could be gratified! 
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MICHAL. 

It cannot be, dear brother ; though we love 
We must not fteem to lore — ^hmr then to tell it ? 

JONATHAN. 

I only ask'd, dear sisters, knowing nought 
Of such dissimulation when the heart 
Is warm'd by generous fedings. I am proud 
To own the instiaetire dictates of my breast. 
And to confess at once my sympathies ; 
And though at times my understandiiig checks 
The prompting sentiment thtut would reveal 
The passion that afeets mc, still I think 
That woman*s unders^ding is her heart, 
Which ought to govern and direct her niind. 
We act from various, oft unworthy motives, 
But^ot^, at least-^should never have but one, — 
The primal foundament of happiness, — 
Unswerving love and just obedience. 

MICHAL. 

Jonathan ! such sent imcii t s well become 
Confiding sou)s and amiable «ts tbidev 
Were all your sex the same» be well 0ssur*d 
That our soft hearts would yield to Nature's law 
With greater zeal and willingness than now. 
Think you it is a pleasure to conpefd 
The yearnings of our hearts, or to repress 
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The streams of full affection, that o'erpower 
Our every thought, and overflow the soul ? 
Ah, no !-^it is our greatest misery: 
It mars our comfort^ poisons every joy, 
And e'er reminds us of the fatal curse 
Pronounc*d on all, because one did not pause. 
Had Eve had greater cunning, as you call 
Our wary caution, perhaps we had not thus 
Been fbrc'd to act upon our guard so much 
We feel our weakness and we know your pride ; 
And lest perchance your haughtiness might seek 
To humble more our sadly, fallen state, 
We learn from art to train our nature so. 
That he, who should be lord, becomes our slave. 

MfiRABk 

Thanks, dearest Michal I — thanks for thy true words I 
I felt and knew the same, but dar*d not speak 
Lest Jonathan should think ^ 

JONATHAN. 

Thinks Merab, what? 
He never oui distrust yoU^ and he grieves 
That circumstances bid him separate. 
For gladly would he list to Love's philosophy. 
Malcham is nigh at band ; I must awtiy 
To hear what news from David, and condole 
With our afflicted parent. [^Baiit Jonathan. 

F 2 
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MBRAB. 

We, too, will follow, unobservedly. 

And place ourselves where Jonathan is wont 

To offer up his prayers and sacrifice. 

I long to hear of David, and we there 

Can hear and know, and yet remain unseen. 

MICHAL. 

MerabI 

[^ Exeunt omnes. 



Scene III. — Mauniainaus district near Bethlehem. 
Mormnffp 

David. 

Miriam, Davids Sister. 

DAVID. 1 

Here we will sit— it is the sacred spot 
Where we were wont to talk and sing and pray. 
And perhaps the power of holy recollections 
Will bring refreshment to my wearied soul. 
I'm glad we're thus alone — I need thy love, 
Thy prayers, and sweet encouragement. I seem 
Oppressed with heavy gloom, unusual care. 
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Which burdens every feeling) and keeps back 
My willing mind from its just exercise* 

MIRIAM* 

What can thus grieve you, David ? — say what cause 
For sorrow when the Lord has prospered us ? 
Slain is the scoffing champion ; safely thou 
And all our brothers have escap'd the fight ; 
Our aged parents, healthy, happy, bless'd 
In mind and body, live but in their children- 
Proofs, dearest David, of the hand of God 
Directing and supporting all of us. 

DAVID. 

Thou sayest well, my sister ; but there is 
In all these things a wondrous mystery, 
Which operating but by human means. 
At times is complex and inexplicable. 

MIRIAM. 

The plan of Heaven a mystery ! — how so ? 

DAVID. 

Because it seems at variance with nature. 

MIRIAM. 

That is the greatest proof there is a heaven. 
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DA¥1IW 

I know it, but 1 find it hard to aet. 

MlBfAM. 

You find it hard to act what God commands ? 

OAYiO. 

Yes, Miriam I for the stains of sin polKite 
The purest workings of t^e good witliHk 
Our fallen nature, like a ship at sea, 
Abandon'd to the storms and elements 
Devoid of sails and rudder, sinks nriA swims 
According to the violence of the waves, 
Nor finds it scarce a resting-place, but soon 
Another tempest agitate» its wreck. 
And rouses inta action what would sleep. 

HIRIAIU . 

No wonder that thy weary heart is sad — 
These are the thoughts that harrow'd us before 
We hail'd the light of heaven upon our seufes, 
Chasing the mists of darkness and of evil. 

DAVIJ). 

But, Miriam, how avoid it ?— do we rule 

Our hot ideas, or do they command ? 

Do we suggest the thought whereon to muse» 
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Or do the passions and the sentimenls 
Insist on our obedience la their will ? 

HIHIAM. 

What will can passions hwe to be obe/d? 
I never knew that they could dictate aught» 
But being prone to evil, thought they should 
Be constantly controird by wet gwb vn% 

DAVID. 

Alas ! what power have we to will to do? 
Ah, Miriam I you say true that passions ought 
To be controU'd, and not to govern us, 
Being in their nature evil ;~ but who 
Has power to rule his wishes, or to feel 
The sweet emotions thai kis ttind would will ? 
'Tis this that makes me now so^ miserable : 
I know that Heaven ordains for me to reign, 
And yet I feel as if I never should. 

MIRIAJkf. 

Banish such thoughts, dear brother, from thy mind ; 
They seem not of the Lord*, but rather his 
Who tempts tts with distrtist, but to destroy* 

DAVID. 

Thou meanest the subtle serpent, full of guile. 
No, Miriam, 'tis not he, for f five) too* 
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The vivid conicioufneM of henvealy power^ 
Urging me onward to my det tiny. 

MIRIAM. 

Then why art doubting and irresolute ? 

DAVID. 

Because Vm also conscious of remains 
Of natural corruption. 

MIRIAM. 

Conscious of heavenly grace, and yet of sin ? 

DAVID. 

Yes I Miriam. 

MIRIAM. 

Oh I say not so, my brother ! 

DAVID. 

But if I feel within, and know and prove 
A conflict of a double nature, then-<— 

MIRIAM. 

Then greatly Tm afraid, lest Satan move 
Thy heart to trust itself, and fall firom God. 

DAVID. 

Never can such a thought be harbour 'd there ; 
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Never again can pride exdte mj soul 
To struggle of itself gainst the world. 

MIRIAM. 

Then what is this that harrows thee with care» 
Making me anxious, fearful and perplex'd. 
Lest some omission have offended God ? 

DAVID. 

It is what I have told thee — that I know 
By surest evidence of thought and fact 
That God is with me, and that 'tis decreed 
For me to be his minister, to work 
His gracious purpose and his promises — 
But that I feel my every passion mov'd 
By opposite suggestions — that belief 
Accords not with my wishes or my will. 

MIRIAM. 

David I thou speak'st in mystery ; is belief 
Not in accordance with the certain truths 
That thy own mind must know ? Or is not faith 
Built on the understanding and on fact^ ? 
Tell me thy fears, dear brother ; tell me all 
The doubtful reasonings and perplexities 
That so disturb thy soul, and wound my peace. 
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DATID. 

Fear not, m j sister — all may soon be pass'd ; 

Thy pious converse calms my soul already ; 

And perhaps, ere long, the storm within may hush. 

And leave me free again ; it may have been 

But like the unseen wind that purifies 

By stirring into stiife the dements^ 

Which else would stagnate ; for as ocean broods 

Unwholesome life whene'er becalm'd too long, 

The mind, if unexcited^ defecates, 

And evil springs where good might else have grown, 

MiniAM. 

I cannot think as thou ; the natural world 

Is no fit emblem for the purer state 

Of an enlighten'd spirit, which obeys 

A higher law than that which rules the air. 

Think you the power that gives the winds to rage, 

Breathing at times destruction to the lov'd 

Of God — and uttering hmd Us wtalh co' wan. 

Is still the same thai miaglet^ in the so«|r 

The springs cf good and evil ? Woeld tlie hmd 

Of purity and love permit a son 

Of his own diotee to doobt hk porposes,. 

By causing him to htne diicorfbt theeghts. 

And feelings thas at vaviance with his thoughts ? 
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DAVID. 

Miriam I 'tis not for us to know the plans 
By which the Almighty bringa about his will. 
The fiery wing of thunder, that consumes 
The produce of the hary^sl^ gjows with health. 
And Pharaoh*s heart was hardened but to yield 
With greater zeal to let our fathers go. 
It is as I imagined, for my mind 
Recovers back itself* and seems disposed 
To trust with greater fervour to the thought. 
That tells me that, my path is marked by Heav'n. 

MIBIAM. 

I'm glad it is so, David, fbr I feared. 

And inly trembled lest the foe to sonls 

Was urging on his enterpriise to thwart 

The scheme of him who wtlfs thee for hw own. 

But tell me of thy fears, and of the cares 

That so perplex'd thee, and which still, I see. 

Are not suppressed. Nature has wa3ns to tell 

Her wishes and intents ; she owns a tongue 

Which speaks a truer languc^e sitentiy 

Than what is sometimes plausibly declared. 

Thou fearest for thy sister, and for her 

Thy face assumes complacency ; but still 

Thine eye betrays what thou would*st fain conceal; 
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DAVID. 

Why mar thy happiness by my suspicions) 
Or make thee wretched because Fm unhappy ? 

MIRIAM, 

Thou little knowest woman's heart, to think 

That she enjoys a happiness distinct 

From that of others, or that she is Iform'd 

To live, think, feel or act but for herself* 

No, dearest brother, all her bliss depends 

Upon' the happiness of those she loves t 

Their smile is her delight, their frown her grief; 

In them concentres all her sentiments, 

Her powers, her passions ; hers it is to tune* 

The souls of others to swvet harmony^ 

To soothe the brow of care^ to ease the pangs 

Of sore affliction ; or, if requisite. 

She too can animate the breast with li^ 

And strengthen yielding bosoms to disdmrge 

Their debt of gratitude and love to God* 

Do not distrust me, David, nor conceal 

Aught from me that thou findest wearisome. 

If that I cannot aid thee, I will cheer ; 

If that I cannot suffer, I will mourn. 

That sympathy at least may comfort thee : 

But if thy woe be such as I can share. 
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And lessen by endurance, gladly I 
Will take upon myself the larger bali^ 
To leave thy stronger mind at liberty. 

DAVID. 

Heaven bless thee, and reward thee, Miriam I 

The selfish thanks of man are. nothing worth ; 

His boasted friendship is but ice, compared 

With the deep warmth cf woman's faithful love. 

Thy smile, sweet sbter, play'd around my youth, 

Thy kiss absorb*d my tears, thy voice my woe, 

Ere yet I knew or felt my loneliness. 

And wilt thou, lovely seraph, still befriend 

A self-accusing brother ? Wilt thou wear 

The never^falling light of loveliness, 

Ev n though thy brow be darkened by despair ? 

No — demresti gentlest sister*«-do not rend 

Thy tender heart, but rather keep thy smiles 

To comfort a^^ parents who may need 

Thy joyful presence — rather trim the lamp 

Of flickering age, though bright, yet &int, and perhaps 

In time the God of mercy, peace, and love, 

May grant a future union crown'd with joy, 

Diminish'd naught by fear, nor dimm'd by gloom. 

MIRIAM. 

Thou mak'st me still more wretched — why not tell 
At once — and by imparting end thy grief? 
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DAVID. 

Miriam ! IVe seen Eliza I since that hour 

My heart has bum*d with such consuming thoughts 

As passion every feeling. As I talk'd 

And heard her voice, I was no more myself. 

The firm determination that had sealed 

My mind's devotedness to follow on 

The path that Heaven directed, seem*d to break 

And melt away as mist before the sun. 

I went to her with resolute intent 

To tell her of my purpose, and to bid 

Her heart not fear, and yet I scarce could speak. 

She gaz*d upon me with her shinmg eye. 

Which warm emotions had so purified. 

That the pearl-brightness nigh eclipsed ray soul. 

I shrank beneath her look, it was so powerful. 

And when her accents told me of her love, 

Her fears, her hopes, her doubts, her every thought, 

I ev'n reproach'd myself with cruelty. 

My conscientious sentiments were chok'd, 

And nature's voice re-echoed through my soul. 

But thanks to Him who gave and gives us power 

To crush untimely feeling, and to still 

The contest of the passions, I at last 

From her embrace dissevered, stole away 

But harrowed with a wildness all unknown. 

I could not banish from my mind her grief; 

Her looks, her tones, still phantasied my soul. 
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The future seem'd to rush viipoQ wj view, 

And scenes flew into being wbidb destroy'd 

The remnant of my peace and happiness. 

My soul is pledg'd, you Icnow it, to Eliza*^ 

No other form than hers shall hauot my sight, 

While hers still decks this earth ; and therefore *tis 

I'm fiird with ceaseless fears and harassings. 

The king expects that Merab was the prize 

That lur'd me to the contest, and that nerv'd 

My arm with errle/ss aim and energy. 

'Tis his decree that soon I should be join'd 

In wedlock to the princess ; she too loves : 

His son, his captains, and, as I'm informed. 

His household even, talk about the thing ; 

And all are anxious ; but it cannot be : 

This heart, once sworn to love, loves on till love 

In one or other is extinct by death. 

Then think, dear Miriam, of the torturing thoughts 

That must perplex me. Jpnathan, my friend. 

My faithful friend, just pledged in unity. 

Perchance my deadliest ei)emy ; the king. 

Who now regards me as his son, my foe ^— 

The army, late exulting in my praise. 

Leagued in designs to thwart me ; and, what's more, 

My brother, my own father's son, engag'd 

In schemes of wickedness and rage to mar 

The little comfort I might else eiyoy. 

Eliab, Miriam t envies me : he fears 
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A chance of rivaliy; his mind ig fix'd 
In hatred, and, alas ! in jealous j. 
And though I feel protected bj the hand 
That covereth with an omnipresent shield, 
Still my weak nature will rebel, and rouse 
Discordant passions ; still I fear to tread 
The dangerous and ensnaring path of kings. 
My spirit prompts, but my frail flesh forbids ; 
I cling unto my wishes, though I know 
My wishes must be jdelded ; — but enough — 
My will becomes more firm, and soon, perhaps, 
Regeneratmg vigour may be given. 
To aid the body to obey the soul. 

MIRIAM. 

David 1 away with grief; cheer up thy mind, 
And tempt not thus the fearful wrath of God. 
Where is the cause for sorrow or despair 
In what thou namest ? Is not God thy Friend ? 
And is the hand of man more sure and strong ? 
Are man's designs to thwart the firm decrees , 

Of Him whose wisdom cannot err in aught, 
And whose proved goodness never can deceive ? 
Has not the issue of the combat told thee 
Of God's own presence beaming on thy heart ; 
And dost thou doubt his tokens and his signs ? 
Remember Moses, David I how he thought 
Himself unworthy to discharge the trust 
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Repos'd in him by Heav'n— how he wish'd 
Some other mouth to tell God's purposes 
To Pharaoh — and some other hand to lead 
The people from their bondage. But did God 
Require an angeFs tongue to speak his will ? 
Or did he manifest his strength in weakness ? 
And shall God's gracious promise fail with thee ? 
Or is he now no more omnipotent ? 
Why then despond? Perhaps the very means 
Thine, enemies may use to frustrate thee, 
May forward every scheme ordain'd to thrive. 
The clouds that hide the sun but heighten more 
His glory when unveil 'd — and I have found 
That fears themselves increase my happiness, 
And that our faith, when tempted most and tried, 
Receives new strength and vigour from the test. 
It may be so with thee ; in dangers oft 
Thy soul will learn to bear with fortitude ; 
Surrounded with deceit, thou'lt better learn 
Its nature, and more loathe its ugliness ; 
Expos'd to wicked men and wily snares. 
Thou canst the better shew integrity. 
And what is virtue, if there's nought to tempt ? 
Where is your glory, if you fail to prove 
Superior mind and attributes ? Is the king 
A king, who knows not what the selfish hearts 
Of all his subjects teach ? Can he fulfil 
The sacred office, knowing not the wants. 
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The wishes, aims, and purposes, that guide 

The powers and passions of the multitude? 

But most of all, my brother t is it fit 

That thou should'st not be able to command 

Thyself— oh ! 'stablish thou the rule within 

Thy mind's created energies — ^vanquish 

The stubbornness of will, and quell the force 

Of doubts and fears ; and that tliou best may'st rule 

The empire of thyself, have trust in God. 

Lean on his promise as a faithful staff, 

Which let the hand of faith unflinching hold. 

This will direct you, though the road be dark ; 

And though your path be girt by gloom and woe. 

Faith will irradiate and gild it o'er ; 

Till through the gathering dangers you'll behold 

The eye of Providence about to smile 

With new-bom might and loveliness. 

DAVID. 

What can I answer ? Oh ! there is a power 

In woman's words to guide us as they will I 

Sweet minister of peace I I feel dispos'd 

Ev'n as I wish to brook man's empty scorn. 

And to essay the arduous race I know 

I have to run. Oh I had I here my harp 

To solace ev'n still more my fluttering heart, 

And to awaken to the light of song 

That now beams o'er my mind I — My soul might then 

In music melt its murmurings away. 
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It is most strange, and scarcely do I know 
The reason why — hut yet my heart desires 
With greatest eagerness to list to song, 
When most it is distress'd ; and when my mind 
. Has heen most harass'd hy conflicting thoughts, 
And wrong'd by injur'd feelings, I have most 
Indulged in song, and best conipos*d in verse. 

MIRIAl^. 

I know it, dearest David ! I have watch'd 

With wonder, though with pain, the winged words 

Obey the inspiring fervour that within 

Has seem'd to burn and animate the soul. 

But though we have no harp, can we not sing ? 

Think'st thou that vainly I have heard thee sing ? 

Or that the heart of woman must be mov'd 

By chords of symphony, before her voice 

Can utter forth her feelings, or obey 

The sweet behest that wishes for a song ? 

Let us together sing that softest hymn 

We late were wont at sunrise to upraise, 

Ere morning prayer was offered. 

[DftFid and Miriam sing*} 

I. 

Come — come — come — 
Come, *tis the hour to raise 
Our morning hymn to Heaven, 
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To uplift our hearts in praise 
To God, for &vonrs given. 
The joyful sun sends forth 
His tribute from on high. 
And the voice of all the earth 
Ascends beyond the sky. 

Come, come, come I 

11. 

Tis goodness in the Lord, 
'Tis mercy, and 'tis love, 
That nature is restored. 
Or that we live and move : 
How then shall man be still, 
Nor own each blessing given, 
When his powers of sense and will 
Are quickened fresh from Heaven ? 
Come, come, come I 

HI. 

For us blest angels keep 
A constant vigil round, 
Our bed of fearful sleep, 
And make it h<dy ground ; 
And when at dawn we wake* 
And find our life renewed. 
Oh I how shall we forsake 
The Giver of all good I 

Come, come, come ! 
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IV. 

And when we feel within 
The strivings of his grace — 
When humbled by our sin, 
We seek Jehovah's face ; 
The glorious hopes that come, 
The trust that he will save — 
Oh I these bespeak a home 
That is our's, beyond the grave. 

Come, come, come ! 

V. 

Let us, then, watch and pray, 
And praise with hallow'd breath ; 
Then God will through the day 
Preserve our souls from death. 
From evil he will lead. 
And all our wants supply, 
Support us when we need, 
And receive us when we die. 

Come, come, come f 

Come, 'tis the hour of praise. 
The sun is in the skies, 
God bids each heart upraise 
Its morning sacrifice. 
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CHORUS. 

Sons of knowledge I are you weary, 
Are the ways <iii science dreary ? 
Have her hills, her wells, her turnings. 
Shewn no fount to cool your burnings ? 
Let your ear to song be lent, 
Drink its soothing ravishment. 
Sons of pleasure! are you flying 
From the killing thought of dying — 
Have the>bowl and lustful glance, 
The empty laugh, the senseless dance, 
Despaired of spell or power to bring 
Antidotes to passion's sting? 
Let the solemn harp be tried, 
Plunge in music s swelMng tide. 
Sons of joy, of love and care- 
Sons of fear, and ioubt, despair — 
Sons of art, whosje cunning fingers 
Can pourtray where pleasure lingers^ 
But whose aching hearts disclose 
Sources whence your £uicy jBows — 
Sons of high and low degree, 
Sons of wealth and poverty — 
Would ye, wearied ones I essay 
Grief and woe to cast away— 
Would ye wish to feel within 
Respite from consuming sin ? 
Or wish awhile to know and prove 
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Joys whidi even angels love ? — 
Henceforth let your pastime be 
Sacred songs and psalmody. 



[Cartain falls. 



SCENB ENDS. 



Scene IV. — Outer Court of the Palace. 

Morning. 
Jonathan. — Malch am. — Shepherd. 

JONATHAN, solus* 

Would the slow messenger would haste his steps I 

He seems to linger, wishing still to tease 

My growing passion by his weariness. 

Ah I could he feel his quickenM pulse beat higher. 

As time rests on its wing, or hear his heart 

Beat mad responses to the constant tone 

Of friendship, that demands aloud the voice 

Of David, my beloved, loving brother, 

Methinks his loit'ring steps had been more beautiful. 

Oh I David, my heart tells me thou art true : 

For short though our embrace, it link'd our souls 

In pure and mutual ties of sympathy. 

How glorious now will shine this kingdom's sun I 

As morning from the mountain will be dashed. 

The mist that now obscures the intellect 
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Of my desponding parent ; from his soul 
Will every fear be banish'd, and bell r^n 
His future course all brilliantly^ wben cheer'd 
By him who soon must prove his fond delight* 
Aided by him, his wild inconstant mind 
Will shape aright its government^ and seek 
Requital for its past offence from Heaven* 
And then how blest this nation t every one 
Will kiss my fatber*s sceptre^ and obey 
His righteous guidance ; and should foes appear. 
All fearless shall we lifl our warrior ami 
To give them battle. David will be oursy 
And he is more than giant t Oh I my friend^ 
Haste thee to ease our great disquietude-^ 
Haste thee to prove our joy, our hope> our ctowSy 
Our source of future happiness and peace* 
But if we be deny' d ' ■ . . 

[^ shepherd enters,^ 
Say, whence art thou, 
Dress*d in a shepherd^s garb in tame of war ? 

SUBPHBRP. 

I come, my lord I from David^-^esse's son> 
From him who slew the giant Philistine. 
He bade me seek the son of Saul the king. 
His friend, prince Jonathan, to whom he sends 
This parchment. 

[The Shepherd gives Jonttlian the pnrchment, tnd retirei. 
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Jonathan reads 

BeihJeJiem — midnighL 
The shades of evening veil the earth. 
Hiding its beauty and its worth ; 
But still the moon, with guardian ray, 
And planets that around her play, 
Diffuse a softness o^er the scene. 
Telling what splendor late hath been. 
And thus it is with me, my friend, 
Nature s more glaring powers attend 
The moral mandate to compose. 
And strengthen by a due repose. 
But still the beams of friendship shed 
A loveliness around my bed ; 
There is a calmness on my soul. 
Such pure reflections oer the whole, 
That as the golden light of day 
Submits to evening^s silver ray, 
To me these mild emotions are 
Than wilder feelings sweeter far. 
Yes I dearest friend ! though far apart. 
Thou sharest my confiding heart ; 
My bursting thoughts to thee will roam. 
Though centred in endearing home. 
And oft my soul delights to dwell 
On pure affection's potent spell. 
That in one brief but brilliant hour, 
Enchain'd us within friendship's power. 
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Oh ! couldgt thou tell the joys I feel^ 

When 'passion'd powers relax their zeal. 

And meditative musings blend 

With welcome thoughts of thee^ my friend ! 

The sympathies that bind in one 

Our soul's most sweet communion^ 

Would glow and heighten till they were 

As heavenly feelings, pure and &ir. 

The cold, the unenraptur'd, prove 

But sense of inessential love* 

Within their hearts there bums confest 

A lustful selfishness at best ; 

But in the heart that drinks the stream, 

Dy*d with the hues of friendship's beam, 

That sparkles with unbrokeq glee. 

From love that shines eternally. 

One pure contmuous light remains 

To sanctify corroding stains. 

And brighter than are sunny rays. 

Burn on enthusiastic days ! 

May such be ours, my friend ! and when 

This life declines we shine again 

Uninterruptedly £or ever, 

As stars above, whom none can sever. 

And this is from my friend t from David — him 
Whom all expect so ardently, to calm 
My father 8 frenzy ! why is he not here ? 
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Why striking iiot» as lieretofare, his Ijre 

To soothe the king s suspicions I words like these 

Would curb a madman's fury — would appease 

The hatred of distracting jealousy. 

Or disarm the fiend of envious malice. 

I will again to Abner, and declare 

The place of his retirement. 

[Exit Jonathan. 

SCENE ENDS* 



Scene V. — SauFsPaUxce. — Morning. 

[Dining Hall — Preparation for the celebration of the feast 
of the new moon.] 

Saul, King, 
Jonathan, Saufs son. 
Abner, Chief Captain. 
David. 

Malcham, Herald. 
Officers and Attendants. 



DAVID, (^ings to the harp.) 

Thee I'll extol, my God, my king, 
For ever bless thy name ; 

Thy greatness every day 111 sing, 
And thy just praise proclaim. 
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Thy migfaty acts shall every age 

With grateful lips declare ; 
Thy wond'rous works can well engage 

Their praisii^ everywhere* 

For gracious art thou, Lord ! and good, 

Compassionate and kind ; 
Thy willing hand in mercy would 
Protect all human kind. 

Therefore shall all thy works give praise. 
Thy saints thy name shall bless ; 

Thy righteousness and glorious ways 
Shall every tongue confess. 

JONATHAN. 

Methinks the tone is rather pitch'd too high 
To suit my Other's melancholy mood. 
I am not skill'd in music —but perchance 
A softer, slower strain, might harmonize 
With his low ebbing feelings ; suit the words 
And tune, to whisper gentle consciousness 
To his unstirring sentiments ; it may be 
That some soil word may drop upon his ear, 
Which may awake his sympathies, and bring 
A holy balsam to his troubled heart. 

DAVID. 

I will essay, my friend, God helping me. 
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My heart too shall be strung in prayerfiilness 
To heaven's high ruler and our country's God. 

Shepherd of Israel I mighty God 
Our sun, our shield, our crown, 

Withdraw from us thy'chastening rod, 
Dismiss thy angry frown. 

Salvation is thy glorious name, 

'Twixt cherubim thy throne ; 
Soften thy might with mercy's flame, 

That we thy love may own. 

Let not the heathen rage and say, 

Their God is Lord no more ; 
Strengtlien our monarch's soul to-day, 

Establish thou his power I 

Turn thee again, and give to shine 

The smilings of thy face ; 
Let not our bread with tears combine, 

DepriY'd of cheering grace. 

For out of Egypt thou hast brought, 

And planted with thy hand; 
The vine with goodly branches fraught. 

To overspread the land. 
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To give it room to take deep root 

The heathen were remov'd ; 
Lord I let its fairest, strongest shoot, 

Be still the moH belov'd! 

ItA branches to the river spread, 

The hills obey its shade I 
Let not a bough be withered 

In our anointed head. 

Turn thee again our king to save, 
Cause thy bright face to shine ; 

Oh I let the mighty and the brave 
Be, Lord ! for ever thine I 

JONATHAN. 

The king grows sadder, David I perhaps the tone 
Is far too solemn for his plaintive mood ; 
A livelier strain, methinks, or louder voice. 
Would be more welcome* 

ABNBR. 

Strike the harp boldly ; 
Thou seem*st afraid* to injure its dull strings : 
Thou art thyself well nigh as melancholy 
As our desponding monarch— sweep the chords 
To rouse the sinking soul, and not depress 
Still more by tame and soothing sympathy. 
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JONATHAN. 



Not quite so harsh, bold captain I be more gentle. 
No doubt the minstrel will obey, without 
A stem command. 



ABNBR. 

I meant but to excite the minstrePs skill ; 
And if 1 spoke too harshly, His because 
I am a soldier us'd to give command. 

DAVID. 

Abner ! I cannot think thou would'st offend. 

For thou, brave chie^ wert first to say well done, 

When Heaven directed the slung stone aright. 

I will essay a key of higher sound, 

Merrier and sprightlier, as thou sayest ; 

And may the all-controlling Arbiter 

Of king and subjects waft the notes to calm 

Our monarch's troubled breast, and soothe his mind I 

O bless the Lord, my soul. 
Let the loud anthem roll 

Above in highest heaven. 
Let every voice be raised, 
That God may how be prais'd, 

To whom all power be given. 
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Thy garment, Lord, is light. 
The sun that shines so bright. 

Is but thy dawning smile ; 
Heavens are thy curtain-folds. 
Ocean's lap thy splendor holds, 

Enlightening earth the while. 

The winds thy horses are, 
The clouds thy rapid car 

To bear thee through the sky. 
Spirits and flaming fire 
Fulfil with hot desire 

Thy mandates from on high. 

The pillars of the earth 
At thy comiBand rose forth. 

To stand for ever sure ; 
Its vesture is the deep> 
Its crown the aioantain steep, 

Eternal and secure. 

The hiUs are fiU'd with springs, 
Sweet drink for living things, 

And vallejrs teem with food ; 
Grass for the cattle grows. 
And herbs to heal man's woes. 

And com to feed his blood. 
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Man's heart may laugh with wine, 
His face with oil may shine, 

And bread may make him strong ; 
Awake then, harp and voice^ 
Let every tongae rejoice, 

And join the grateful song. 

But not alone the eardi 
Proclaims our Maker's worth, 

Or testifies his power ; 
For moons the seasons rule, 
And suns know when to cool, 

And keep their setting hour. 

Then be God's glory known 
To all about his throne. 

And all beneath the sky ; 
Truth swaya bis ri^teousness, 
Mercy crowns his holiness, 

And knre his majesty I 

ABNER. 

That's something like a tune — and see ye not 
The monarch's eye grows livelier with delight ? 
His soul is somewhat mov'd, his face resumes 
Its nobler features : — thanks, thanks, sweet minstrel. 

DAVID. 

No thanks are due to me ; I am unus'd 
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To hear my humble minstrelsy thus praised. 
If that the king be better, God be thanked, 
Who blesses thus the means he deigns to use. 
Some change there is produced* I see his lips 
Move with a forced expression, and his brow 
Labours as if there beam'd within some thought 
Demanding rapid utterance ;— e'en his hand 
Confirms its grasp, and seems to recognise 
The sceptre and the kingly dignity. 

JONATHAN. 

I fear he is excited by the sound 

Of thy full swollen harp and thrilling voice. 

It struck me ev n at first the air was pitch'd 

Higher than was befitting, for there is 

A powerful sympathy in music's tone 

To move our passions, with the self-same ease 

As if the very heart were play'd upon. 

It may be that his fancy was aroused. 

And that imagination pictured there 

Some scene of future conquest. 

ABNER. 

Ah I no-— his soul begins to dream again, 

Half mad, half conscious of its weakened powers — 

Hark ! 'twas his voice — he speaks in prophecy. 

[Saul becomes agitated— he prophecies anintellig^Iy, 
and continues muttering. 
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David I again the harp ! — a softer tune, 
But measure sounds to gestures and to looks ; 
Vary the notes» perchance he may be hush'd, 
And thus a dread relapse be smothered. 

[David strikes the chords, and is about to sing, when 
Jonathan, seeing his lather raging and raising his 
arm, exclaims — 

JONATHAN. 

David — away, away — the Spirit moves 

My father to thy hurt— fly for thy life I 

Abner, the king — 

[As David rises, Sanl hnrls his javelin, which misses 
David and rings against the waU — David ii«k 

JONATHAN^ 

I'll be with thee anon — ^haste, ye slow guards ; 
And, Malcham, be thou ready for my orders. 

[As the guards hurry forward to assist Jonathan, the scette 
closes. 
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Scene YI^^JRoad to Bethlehem. Noon. 
Jonathan — ^Datid. 

JONATHAN, (advancing to meet David.) 
My friend I my dearest friend I 



[They emVnce. 



DAVID. 



Welcome, kind prince ; 
But 887— how GBjres it with the king thy father ? 

JONATHAN. 

He seems at ease reposing; but I fear 
He slumbers like the seeming peaceftd mount. 
Whose inmost womb is fire — ^to give more vent 
To gathering fury. 

DAVID. 

Say not so, my friend. 

JONATHAN. 

I cannot but believe it. Now he's still. 
Because his wearied nature must recruit 
His wasted strengths — ^Did his proud soul but bend. 
And yield to kindlier feelings, I could hope 
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That now, as heretofore, thj skill had sooth'd 
His rankling spirit ; but his eye can speak. 
His face betray his inward character, 
And this accords too true with my suspicions. 
Abner himself his lov*d, his trusty chief, 
Bssays in vain to comfort hinu The words 
The faithful general utter'd, ev*n appear*d 
To make the king distrustful, while to me 
They seem'd to show design and mystery. 
I question'd Abner, seeking to attain 
The hidden secret. Cautious was the chief. 
And warily kept counsel. Twas in vain. 
My fears, alas I were true ; for in a dream, 
Distinct in speech, I heard the king declare 
His envy and intentions. Oh I my friend. 
How brief has been our friendship, but as true ! 
How fond, how bright my hopefulness I how short ! 

DAVID. 

What canst thou mean, my friend I thou movest me 
To wonder — not to love ; and I would love. 

JONATHAN. 

Would we might ever I 

DAVID. 

Why doubt it ? 
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JOMATHAM. 

Mjfatber seeks to kin thee! 'Tudivulg'd! 

DAYIDi. 

And dost thou aid his purpose, or approve 
Thj parent's mclination ? Wherefore then 
Should we not lore ? 

JONATHAN. 

And is it thus, my friend? 

DAVID. 

As long as thou art mine, I will be thine — 
And though thou shouldest aid the king's design, 
My soul will still prove true to Jonathan. 

JONATHAN. 

The Lord then be between us I Hear, O Heaven ! 

And Thou, its mighty King 1 who hast impell'd 

My burning spiritp-*if my soul dissolve 

In thought or wish its dear communion; 

If e'er it would forget its gratitude — 

Or break asunder one close link that binds 

Our hearts in hallow'd friendship — ^let it burst 

The knot that knits it to eternity I 

Let it be sever'd from remembrance 

Among the sons of men — ^let it not shine 
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As stars in yonder firmament, but lose 

That lustre it hath borrowed — and be dimmed, 

Yea, darken'd, and extinguish'd I 

DAVID. 

And hear me also — Lord of all below I 

Thou seest every thought that sways the mind — 

Thou knowest every wish that moves the heart — 

Thou judgest every judgment that is passed 

Within the inmost spirit, and canst guide 

Ev'n as thou wilt, decision ; thou hast rul'd 

According to thy purpose our intent 

To live and die inseparable friends. 

Then give us of thy strength. Lord, still to end, 

As this day we begin our brotherhood. 

Let no dissension severe— no distrust 

Disturb our harmony — no impatience check 

Our fond endearment — ^in thee we unite. 

And for thee— oh I with thee let us prosper I 

JONATHAN. 

May Heaven have heard thy prayer I give me thy hand. 

DAVID. 

My heart is thine already. 

(They mutually embrace. 

DAVID. 

Disclose we now our secrets — couldst thou bear 
To hear from prophet lips unwelcome truth ?. . 
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ilONATilAli. 

Truth be imwdoome, David ! and to me ? 

DAYIIk 

Few men, my friend ! can weO endure the truth. 

JONATHAN. 

Then count me not of them, who are of hell t 

DAVID. 

I will not, cannot, and I will confess — 

The king, thy father, thoii^ so much enrag'd 

Against my life, will fail of his attempt. 

JONATOAN. 

And this truth is unwelcome ! Is this truth ? 

DAVID. 

I have not mentioned yet the principal — 
Thyself will not succeed the monarchy 
Of which thou perhaps hast hope. 

JONATHAN, 

How is this known ? 
Art conscious of design against my life, 
Or has, as I suspect, the aged seer, 
Inform'd thee of thy rising«--^)f Saul's death ? 
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DAVID. 

The will of God be done ! Well hast thou told 

What ftiture days will see. God is displeased, 

From some just cause or other, with the king. 

And ere the victory we of late achieved, 

Samuel with holy oil anointed me. 

And sacrificed I Henceforth I am the Lord's. 

From that day in my soul has been inspired 

A disposition and a character 

Coequal widi my fortune ; and I seem 

Endu'd with heavenlier powers, and warmer zeal 

Than mortal man is heir to — ^but the day 

Is distant far, perhaps, when I shall sit 

Upon the throne of Israel ; until then 

It is mine to obey thy father, and 

To serve him to my utmost, and to be 

The fond confiding Mend of Jonathan, 

Both now, and then, and ever I 

JONATHAN. 

Be it so— 
The ways of God are equal, just and true : 
David I let ours be like them — ^if so be, 
I may not bear the weight of government, 
Still let me be when thou, my friend, art king, 
Ko less than I am now, a prince, a chief. 
In dignity as fits my Urth and title 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 SAUL AND DAVID. [aCT II. 

DAYID. 

So shall it be if then thou art alive 

To cheer me with thy presence^ and protect 

My throne and kingdom. Next mito myself» 

Throughout our wide dominions shalt thou rule. 

And Israel shall with gratitude confess 

That our two heads and hearts and lives are one. 

JONATHAN. 

David, my heart grows heavy ; 'tis oppress'd 

With doubts and fearful strange disquietudes. 

My conscience, while you spoke, appeared to start, 

And to suggest a train of hurried thoughts 

That make my soul distrust, I mean not thee. 

But me and mine, my father and my life. 

I know not how, or why, or whence it is, 

But in mine ear there speaks a monitor, 

That it will never be my lot to be 

Thy royal friend and brother. I am sad. 

DAVID. 

I fear, my friend, I spake unwelcome truth. 

JONATHAN. 

No — as I live. 

DAVID. 

Then wherefore art thou sad ? 
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JOXATHAN. 

From strange presentiments which trouble me. 

DAVID. 

They may be from thy fancy — ^nothing more, 
As such regard them not. 

JONATHAN. 

From fancy, no ; 
They are too heavy to be fanciful. 

DAVID. 

Whence can they then arise ? Imaginings 
If mix'd with fear, full oft are burdensome, 
And seem impressed with consciousness ; 
Whereas, in truth, they're frail as vanity. 

JONATHAN. 

I would that mine were so. 

DAVID. 

But speak, I pray, 
And by imparting, ease thy sufferings, 
And let me, as thy friend, endure my share. 

JONATHAN. 

Come then, away — hence let us both retire 
To some secluded spot of solitude. 
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Befitting my deep, dark despondency — 

There FU impart my thoughts, and there receive 

The pledge and fruit of friendship — come with me. 

IBxeunt. 

CHORUS. 

True friendship is a pure desire. 
Burning perpetual as the fire 

That lights the face of day : 
It is the sun of life — its crown, , , 

Whicli shines uninterrupted on 

With undiminished ray. 

Should cold misfortune's cloud arise, 
Veiling awhile Hope's happier skies, 

Friendship I how dear thou art I 
Thy look of love instinctive sees, 
Shades that would dim thy sympathies, 

That fain would damp thy heart. 

And as the sun but sunnier seems, 
When shooting forth his glorious beams 

From underneath a storm ; 
So thou more heavenly art and fair, 
When like a rainbow 'mid despair 

Thou show'st thy radiant form. 

Life's warmest cordial, healthiest wine 
Is friendship's voice — and as divine 
As is the tone of Heaven ; 
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Tis fruit celestial sown on earth 
To magtiify the hidden worth 
To favour*d mortals given. 

It multiplies man's every joy, 

It purges pleasures that would cloy, 

If shar*d not and unDlest ; 
Its angel-hand brings quick relief 
To soothe the aching heart of grief, 

And lull its fears to rest. 

And now it shines the brightest gem 
In the predestined diadem 

Of Israel's future king. 
It is the staff to guide his youth, 
The pledge, the test of mutual truth 

And fond imagining I 

On then, and prosper, faithful pair ! 
And may the hopes your bosoms wear 

Be made a certainty ; 
And when earth s mortal ties are riven 
By the commanding call of Heaven, 

Love on beyond the sky ! 

END OP ACT II. 
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ACT III. 



CHORUS. 



Tell us what art thou. Time ? and action^ what? 

And place, with all jour imed drcmnstaiice? 

Are je dependant on the mind, or free 

From its existence? Are je twin'd with thought. 

Or do jou lend it energy, and give 

The spirit its &ir coloiiring and disguise? 

Meihinks, though true it be, that time shapes thought 

And action arms it with its panoply. 

And place and circumstance become the stage 

Whereon it leaps to Being, and displays 

Ite powers for good and ill — that without thought. 

Nor time, nor action, place* or circumstance. 

Can boast a being. Thought im^iarts to each 

Its essence ; can divide or multiply 

Their seTcral properties, and at will control. 

Improve, contract, or magnify their office. 

If thought had no such power, how could the mind 

Bid its deep-searching eye survey the whole 

Of the unbounded universe ? How gaze 

Alike on past as present ? How descry 

The secrets of the future, or command 
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The dial of existence to stand stiU, 

Or else to whirl its rapid index on 

To gratify and rouse its faculties 

To animation — or how could the large soul 

Contain the many -peopled myriad towns 

That crowd its vasty empire — how suppress 

The vigour of its wing'd inhabitants. 

Or work its complex, grand machinery ? 

How drink the ever-rolling gulphing stream 

Of endless ages — yet be thirsty still? 

How long and hanker for eternity, 

Wherein its all-absorbing faculties 

May range at large, and stigmatize 

The slowness of dull time — ^the tame suspense 

Of action, and the narrowness of place ? 

Oh ! what compared with the enlarged extent 

Of one imprisoned soul are all the worlds 

That speck so beauteously the firmament ! 

Or space compared with its capacity I 

Or time, compared with its fulfilment 1 

A bubble to the ocean is as great 

As tliese con^r'd with mind — ^but wherefore this ? 

And what now to our purpose ? To remind 

Each courteous reader that hia soul has power 

To comprehend what words may not present 

To feelings or to fancy; that although 

Both time and place and circumstance 

Prevent our representing to the eye 
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Full many a scene, yet may Imagining 

Follow with knowing koi a narrative^ 

And clothe it with attending circumstanoe. 

For we must shift our scenes more rapkUyy 

Must quicken tune's slow pulse by phantaayt 

And bid ideas fiuhion into truth. 

What, although real, mocks our [Hcturing. 

Else shoukl we leave the minstrel bard and hero 

With character imperfect, faintly drawn, 

Sketched only by allusion»-*-and we would 

That as with sun-beams were his featoies drawa 

To instigate to lofty emulalimi 

The dormant sparks of love or piety, 

Of genius or of poesy, or aught 

Which stamps the chosen few and marks them faeavien's. 

We fill up then the void of incident 

In this eventful history with words* 

It has been seen how David's victory dimmed 

The lustre of Saul's glory, and eoaeai% 

And also how the king, through esvy, bvm'd 

With hatred and a black coaaidexity 

Of maddening passions — how that £mm he wonUf 

While raving like a daemon, have itmu&x!A 

The minstrel's holy heart of melody; 

And how that David sav'd himself by flight. 

But absence tortur'd more the royal breast, 

Increas'd suspicion, jealousy, and hate ; 

For all his servants lov'd his enemy. 
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They well discerned 1»b prudence — for wisely 

Behay*d the noble minstrel, and he went 

Before the people frequently. His it was, 

With holy upr^t beaiiag, soon to gain 

That sure and lugh and proud ascendancy 

Over a nation's feelings, which to man. 

Is food of conscious greatness, and he knew 

That in his soul dwelt no fond littleness, 

That barters fame for praise, and prostrates too 

Our dignity in dust. He folt within 

A strength superior for to vanity, 

A trusting confidence in Detty. 

Hence were his thoughts aspiring wing'dfor heaven ;•— 

Hence did his music breathe so much of heaven — 

And hence the' eye of foith drew down from heaven 

The first-firoits of his giory, even when 

His monarch fain would dash his corpse to hell. 

Ah ! Saul had aeon forgot how erst he lov'd 

To hear the bard's aweet songs of piety 

Enchant away the dendon that possess'd 

His troubled spirit ; he had soon forgot 

How chinniBgly were swept the golden wires 

With consecrated foiger ; and how sweet 

It was for sound to pass across his mind 

With a reviving freshness ; he forgot 

How joyous fdt his soul when on the wings 

Of zeal^ divine th' enraptur'd poet soar'd 

To emulate the blessed,' and bring down 

I 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 SAUL AND DAVID. [^ACT III. 

Their heavenly-mindedness. Alter* d he was. 

And lonely — the sun of his proud spirit 

Was chok'd by pitchy darkness ; in his mind 

There grew a waxing daemon to torment \ 

His lingering years with horror — ^widi despair — 

To bid him hurl defiance at the throne 

Of his Almi^ty Maker, and to work 

All lustily the hellish work of sin. 

He hears of David's honour and renown ; 

SchooVd by the devil he assumes his art : 

<< Let not mine hand," said he» ^ be lifted up 

Against the man ;" so made he him a chie£ 

A captain of a thousand, in the hope. 

The trusting hope» the prayer, thie anxiousnesst 

That against him Philistia would prevaiL 

But had you seen the strife, the promised strife 

Wherein Saul's eldest daughter was the prize, 

You had not judg*d Philistia would prevail 

Against the lov'd of Heaven. With a breast 

All confident of conquest did he stem 

The gathering rush of battle, and repel 

With outstretched arm the fi>e* But did he gain 

The beauteous Merab from the hand of Saul ? 

Or did his valour please the valiant king ? 

<* His daughter he gave unto Adriel, 

And David he feared continually." 

But Hope's and Hate's delusions fail'd him not ; 

He had another daughter — her he pledg'd 
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To be the hero's downfal ; bnt she lov'd — 
And her he gained, and she became his wife. 
And Saul perceiv'd, and knew how that high Heaven 
Protected David's head, and therefore he 
Became henceforth his open enemy. 
He gnaw'd his lip with hate — ^his heart he rent 
With vile contentions with its villainy ; 
For even vileness has its sense of honour, 
And wickedness full oft has pride in store, 
Which wears a seeming virtuous covering. 
Lending it currency. This the king cast by. 
And clad himself with hell's insidious robes. 
" Commune with David secretly," said he 
To his still faithful servants ; ** bid him trust 
That we have great delight in him ;" and when 
The hand of Heaven averted his design 
Ev'n to his son he spake, and all his chiefs — 
To Abner and each trusty veteran. 
That they should murder David I When this fail'd, 
He sent to David's house to watch him there 
To take and slay him. But David fled. 
And came to Ramah, where the prophet dwelt. 
The good old Samuel, who was griev'd to hear 
What things the king had done, but who well knew 
That for his every deed and thought and word 
He must account. The Spirit of the Lord 
With Samuel dwelt. He knew the hate of Saul ; 
And with his friend, the anointed future king 

i2 
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Remov'd from out the city, and retir'd 

Among the pleasant fields and cottages 

Belonging to the prophets. He, as chief, 

Tutor'd the prophets' sons and rear*d their thoughts 

From earth to heaven — ^his it was to shew 

The bearings and dependencies and links 

Connecting things above with things below, 

And << justify the ways of God to man." 

But not the sacred spot where now they dwelt. 

Nor their more hallow'd duties, nor respect 

For holy occupations could secure 

Their peace and safety. Saul had leam*d their flight. 

And with the speed of death he quick despatched 

His murderous messengers ; but God withheld 

Their dark design from them — and they, behold I 

Enthusiastic bum with sacred love 

And prophecy I Others too despatched, fir'd 

With a holy zeal for godliness, become 

Enraptur'd into ecstasy, and turn 

Their joyful steps with gratitude away. 

Others then are sent, hardened and thrice impress'd 

With thirsty zeal for vengeance ; they draw nigh, 

And utter righteous sayings I thus enrag'd. 

The maddened king calls loud for hellish aid. 

And summons all his courage, and away 

To Naioth hastens he. On the road he feels 

The sense of Inspiration stealing through 

His changed nature— lifted is his eye 
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To heaven's high portal, and the gates unfold ; 

And while the immediate presence of his God 

Exalts his soul on high, diffusing o'er 

His soul a superhuman energy, 

The saints above, astonish*d, and more glad, 

LfOok down from their high dwelling-place, and say — 

« Behold I he prays I" 
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ACT III. 
Scene I. — SauN Palace. Morning. 

Feait of the New Moon. 

Saul. Jonathan. 

Abner. Malcham. 

Priests. Attendants. Guards. 



SAUL. 

Hark I what noUe is that ? — the songs of women 
Re-echoing still the praises of the youth 
Who slew the giant ? Are they not yet tir d, 
Or do they brave my orders to be still ? — 
Abner, away with them — away I 

JONATHAN. 

Father, the somid you hear is that of praise ; 
It is this mom a feast, the new-moon feast, 
And psalms and timbrels, harps and psaltery, 
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Are all oonjoin'd in harmony to-day : 

For this a statute was for Israel 

And a law of the God of Jacob. — [ TrumpeU Anciu/.] 

Hark! 
They blow the trumpet too — ^the appointed time 
Is come when we must offer sacrifice* 

SAUL. 

It is to me a trouble, see ye to it. 

JONATHAN. 

Oh 1 say not thus, my father t wherefore so ? 

SAUL. 

I loathe the congregation, and to me 
The solemn meeting is a mockery. 

JONATHAN. 

What change is this that passes o'er thy mind ? 

SAUL. 

It is not I, but Samuel, who has changed 
My heart and disposition : he has breath'd 
The breath of envy in me, and a curse. 

JONATHAN. 

But will you not now offer sacrifice ? 
Remember how that God commanded, and 
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That fearful thing it is indeed to fiul 
In duty and reapect and reTerenoe. 

SAUL. 

Art thou then too a Bethlehanite ? a friend 
Of him whose shadow dims my eye, whose form 
Haunts my sad spirit as a dssmon foul, 
And whom my inmost soul abhors so utterly ? 

JONATHAN. 

I am thy son, thy faithful, loving son*— 

SAUL. 

Thou art my enemy-*bom, bred to bring 
My head to misery, and my UEe to helK 
Accursed be thou, Jonathan !-^ What now? 

[^Enier PrieUs and AUendantSy prqiared to iacrifiee.2 

Welcome, ye priests— to-day, methinks, is fix'd 
For better cheer tlum usual, is it not ? 

PRIBST. 

The feast of the new moon is fix'd to-day. 
Have you not heard the silver-trumpet speak. 
Calling a solemn meeting ?-^loI we come 
With more than usual sacrifice. Here 
The attendants bring the bullocks and the ram» 
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And lambs of the first year without a spot ; 
And for one bullock bring we three tenth-deals 
Of flour, for a meat-offering, mix'd with oil ; 
And two-tenth deals of flour mingled with oil, 
A meat offering for one ram. For one lamb 
A several tenth of flour mingled with oil, 
For a meat offering also, that the smell 
Of the burnt-offering may be sweet, and God 
Accept our sacrifice made to him by fire. 
And bring we also drink-offerings : of wine 

Unto a bullock, half an hin. A third 

Unto a ram ; and for a lamb a fourth. 

For such is the bumtoffering every month. 

By Moses* law to us, throughout the year. 

And for a sin-offering unto the Lord 

We offer one kid of the goats, beside 

The burnt and drink-offering continually. 

.SAUL. 

But after this, if I remember right. 
We feast on better cheer in recompense 
For more than usual sacrifice, and pass 
Our time in joy and gladness, do we not ? 

PRIBST. 

It has been so ordain'd. — Will you attend ? 
The sacrifice is ready, and 'tis time. 
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SAUL. 

I cannot stir this moniing, for my soul 

Is m%Kh peffrfex'd. — Go thou, and take with thee 

My guards and my attendants. 

PRiBST, (aMe.) 
I fear the Lord our God disowns the king. 

[J^Btuni omnes, except Saul. 

SAUL, 90lU8. 

And now that I*m alone, I may indulge 

My soul in utterance. David, where is he ? 

That thus he mocks my fury — ^where coneeal'd ? 

What town or village hides him ? Who shall dare 

To succour thus my foe, and to omjure 

Against the Lord's anointed ? Be it so. 

This hand shall check their daring, now once more 

I am myself again, and that unnerving fit 

Of dreamy sleepiness has pass'd, and left 

My mind its wonted scope of enterprise. 

What could it be came over me, that deprived 

My feet of power to stand, my hand of might, 

And which put words within me that became 

A riddle to myself, and prophecy 

To those who heard them ? Surely some foul witch 

Has leagued, in conjunction with my foe, 

And thrown her charms around him ; but 'tis vain. 

Tbii very feast shall be to him the last 
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As son-in-law, he needs must sit at meat. 
And my trae spear shall fix him to the wall, 
Or Saul no more is king. I will away 
To see the smoking sacrifice, and smell 
The savour rich and goodly. 



Scene ll,r^ Bethlehem — Jesse's House. 

First day of the Months after Sacrifice. 

Jesse. Naomi. 

Abinadab. Miriam. 

Shammah. a Priest. 
Reuben. 

JESSE« 

May God accept our offering and our prayers I 
And grant that, though away, our son may be 
In health and safety. Would he had been here I 

NAOMI. 

That could not be — ^he could not leave the court 
To visit humble Bethlehem, seeing now 
He is the monarch's son, and needs must sit 
At meat with him. Ho# can you wish him here I 
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JR98E. 

That would not keep him hence ; full well he feels 
The tender ties that knit him to ourselves. 
And honours our good sympathies. The king 
Again is angry, or perhaps has slain 
Our David I 

MIRIAM. 

I do not, cannot, think so ; 
God is his sun and shield, his hope, his trust. 
Therefore we need not fear. 

RBVBBN, 

I rather think 
There may be war, and that again he leads 
Our armies forth to battle. I was told 
Philistia had mustered all her strength. 
And threatened an attack. Be it so. 
Our God will not forsake us. 

JESSE. 

Oh I that war- 
When shall we have a final settled peace ? 

NAOMI. 

I hope not yet, until our son be king. 

'Tis war that gains him praise — that raises him 

High in the people's estimation, and 
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That leads him on to honour. It may be 
Another war may crown him emperor, 
Or so attach to him the hearts of all, 
That he no more will be afraid of Saul. 

REUBEN. 

Twas war that made him son unto the king, 
That won him the fair Michal, who, they say. 
Loves him, and guards him tenderly. 

MIRIAM. 

And war it was, my brother, that destroyed 
Eliza I and that murder'd all her peace. 
And broke at last her heart 

JESSE. 

Yes, so it was— 
War leads from woe to woe, from shame to shame. 
And hurries men away, God knows how fit 
To meet their Judge — Eliab ! oh I my son I 

ABINADAB. 

He fell not in the wars, my father — ^he 
Met with a death that may await us all— p. 
By accident. 

JESSE. 

War, war it was that caus'd 
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Thy brother'g death ; for had he kept at home, 
And minded well the floda from earij. youth, 
He had not known ambition, or its train 
or wild inhuman feelings — ^he had then 
Been loving to his brother — not his foe. 

ABINADAB. 

Was he then David's enemy? 

SHAMMAH. 

He was ; 
He envied him at first, and envy grew 
To malice, and to hatred and design. 
Heardest thou not the tale Azikam told 
About Eliza and Eliab, how he breath'd 
Suspicion in her breast, and tried to prove 
His brother false and peijur'd ? — ^hapless girl ! 
Her tender bosom, until then secure. 
Was tainted by his lies, and poisoned. 

MIRIAM. 

Else had she now been blessed in Band's arms, 
And David had been here with her, and all 
Had been agais united, happy, lov'd ! 

JESSE. 

And happier death had been Eliab's fate — 
Who knows how long he lingered in his pain, 
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Or if he sought forgiveness at the throne 
Of Him who judg'd his wickedness I Alas I 
A death so awful leaves but little hope. 

NAOML. 

Judge not so harshly, Jesse ; many an one 
Has met with death from beasts of prey before ; 
It might have been from chance he died, or else, 
As much I do suspect, from bravery. 

JESSE. 

There's no such thing as chance, or else no God ; 

And God's dread judgment was it that overtook 

Our son's perverted footsteps. God decrees 

The means as well as end ; his purposes 

Are brought about by human agency. 

Or by his oth^ works — but his it is 

To guide all nature's laws and offices. 

That all conspire for good. Miriam I hast seen. 

Or heard of Levi ? Were he here, my wife, 

He would disclose to us more perfectly 

The ways of God's overruling providence. 

MIRIAM. 

I do expect him momently : he said, 

Towards noon he would be with us. — Here he comes. 

I will to meet him, father. 

[^Eorit Miriam. 
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8HAMMAH. 

Their fate at least, I hope, is prosperous. 
May no black cloud o*erhang their sunny love I 
Or if so be, may it but tend to make 
Their warmth and smiles more welcome. 

NAOMI. 

If 'tis safe 
To judge by all appearance, Levi ^ill 
Be happy in bestowing happiness. 
Miriam he truly loves, and she, fond girl ! 
Considers him perfection, — though but man. 

SHAMMAH. 

She always was devoted in her heart 
To some one thing or other ; her deflires . 
Are always sanguine, aod her \otty hopen. 
Together with her fancy and her mind, 
That sees things as they should be, all conspire 
To elevate the object of her love 
And her excited wishes. When a g^l, 
She*d drink in David's tender sentiments 
With thirsting admiration; and with him 
She'd talk of changeless happiness, and bliss 
Of years, of kindred sympathies— of love 
Spotless and purified by faith. 
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NAOMI. 

Ah ! little dreams she of the effect of time : 
She ne'er has felt its chilly hand oppress 
Her huming bosom, or its withering blight 
Contract her warm affections. Nought she knows 
Of storms stirr'd up in moments— of distrust 
Engendered by a word, a look, a thought. 
And numerous other feelings which are quick 
In changing softer sentiments — Here they are. 
May Heaven protect and give them happiness. 

Enter Miriam and Levi. 

OMNBS. 

Welcome, dear friend ! hast any news for us ? 

MIftlAM. 

Indeed he has I David is safe, and well. 
But, oh ! such wonders I they will never cease. 

NAOMI. 

Come — sit you down and tell us — is my son 
At meat to-day with Saul, or where is he ? 

LBV I. 

I cannot tell you where he is just now, 
Though thus much may be certain — he is safe. 
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NAOMI. 

Wbj, what has bappen'd ? Keep they not the feast 
Within the royal palace? Where is Saul ? 

LSTl. 

He is again at home^ though lately he 
Was found among the prophete ! 



OJUiSS. 

What sayest tiioo ? 
Saul found among the prophets? 

LSTK 

Yes! mylHends, 
Saul found among the prophets ! 

OMNBS. 

Hov was this ? 
Do haste lo tdl us of this wonderment. 

LSTI. 

You heard, no doubt, that Saul sobQm'd his men 
To take our Dayid's life, and that conceal'd 
The hero lay till morning, wfam his friend. 
The generous Jonathan, pleaded well his cause 
With Saul and tum'd away his wrath, and gain'd 
Propitious answer. 
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JESSE. 

YeSy if this took place 
Before the war, when David bought the foe, 
And slew them with a mighty slaughter, then 
We all have heard of it ; but since that war, 
The last Philistia ofFer'd, we know nothing. 

LEVI. 

It was before the war. Then you have heard 
How David sat in presence of the king 
As in times past. 

NAOMI. 

Oh I yes, we heard of that, 
And this it was that made us now believe 
That David was at table with the king. 

LEVI. 

And did you hear that when the war was o'er, 
As Saul sat in his house, and David play'd. 
As he was wont, within the royal presence. 
That with a javelin Saul essay'd to smite 
The minstrel, who escaped and fled ? 

OMNES. 

We have not heard of this. What then took place ? 



k2 
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LBVI. 

The king despatch'd some truBtj messengers 
To watch and slay him ; but his duteous wife 
Forewarn'd him of the danger, and by night 
Let David through the window down — and thus 
She sav'd his life. But fearing lest by day 
The messengers should enter, she procured 
An image, and laid in the bed, and put 
A pillow made of goat's hair, bolster-like, 
And with a cloth she made a covering ; 
And when Saul sent the messengers, she said, 
" My lord is sick," and then they went away. 
But Saul again despatch'd them, and enjoin'd, 
** Bring him to me in bed, that I may slay." 
And when they came, behold I they found in bed 
An image for a man, and a bolster 
Made of goat's hair. This greatly vexed SauL 
" Why," said he to Michal, ** hast deceiv'd me. 
And suffer d thus mine enemy to go ?" 
But Michal, she restrain'd her father's wrath, 
And he pursued David on the road 
Leading to Ramah —and behold I his cloak 
He casts aside, and without arms he lies 
All day and night, and prophecies aloud 
Near David and the prophet ! 

SHABfMikU. 

But whether from heaven or hell was it 
That he drew inspiration ? 
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JLBTI. 

'Twas from heaven. 

ABINADAB. 



Had I been there he ne'er had grumbled more, 
Or growl'd or howPd again in Israel — 
Or had I been my brother — 

MIRIAM. 

What woidd'st have done, 
Would'st thou have slain him? 

ABINADAB. 

That indeed I would. 

LEVI. 

What, kill the Lord's anointed ? impious I 

ABINADAB. 

Why seeks he then to circumvent and kill 
The Lord's anointed ? David, long ago, 
By Samuel was anointed as our king. 

LEVI. 

But not till death of Saul. This David knew. 

Nor would he harm the king. By some 'twas thought 

A generous deed in him thus to refrain 

From laying murderous hands upon the foe, 
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But 'twas a simple duty, nothing more, 
And therefore nothing generous* 

ABINADAB. 

But, my friend. 
How few do know their duty, and how few 
On such occasions hesitate I 

NAOMI« 

Then what became of Saul after that night ? 

LEVI. 

It was last night, and nothhig more is known. 
It is supposed of course he will relent. 
And change his evil conduct, and receive 
David again to fevour. We shall see 
Or hear to-morrow, whither David fled. 
And what became of Saul ; meanwhile let's hope 
That peace may brood o'er Israel, and the king 
Be overrul'd by God, that he may rule. 
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Scene III.^ — Featt of the New Moan. Second Day. 
Dining HaU in SauTs Palace. 

Saul. Jonathan. 

Abnbiu Malcham. 

Guardsy S^c^ 

SAUL. 

Now say, my son, if cause there be for hate. 

That youth, the shepherd's son, I have rais'd high 

In honour and promotion — and to him 

Have given my own daughter. Wherefore now 

Does he so slight us and our company. 

As to refuse to sit at meat this feast ? 

I did observe that yesterday, his seat 

Was empty — methought he was unclean, and 

Therefore spake I not ; but still he comes not. 

Answer thou for him— doubtless thou know'st well 

His heart and secrets. Art not leagued with him ? 

JONATHAN. 

Let not the king be wroth, and I will speak : 
David most earnestly did ask* my leave 
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To go to Bethlehem, where he might joni 
His fiunily in sacrifice ; therefore 'tis 
He is not at thy table. Pardon me. 
If that I let him go without thy leave. 
Not knowing it was wrong. 

SAUL. 

Son of the perverse, rebellious woman ! 
Eternal shame and infiumj be thine I 
Do not I know that thou the son hast chosen 
Of that base Jesse, to thine own confusion ; 
And to the dire confusion and disgrace 
Of thine own mother's nakedness. So long 
As lives upon the earth that shepherd s son, 
Knowest thou not that neither shalt thou be 
Established nor thy kingdom ? Wherefore send 
And fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. 

JONATHAN. 

Wherefore shall he be slain ? what hath he done ? 

SAUL, (casting a javelin at him* J 

Let this swift message answer I 

[Jonathan in anger rises (mm table and deparU« 

SAUU 

Hence, thou accursed, perverse, faithless fooly 
Be gone, and let me see thy £ice no more« 
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ABNBB. 

Let not the king be wroth, they are two friends. 

SAUL. 

Friends to their own destruction I and that soon. 
I tell thee, Abner, from my inmost soul 
I do abhor, detest, abominate, and curse 
That braggart stripling — ^he is hell to me. 

ABNER. 

I long ago have known he was to thee 
A source of many griefs. 

SAUL. 

A source of death. 
For daily do I die, consum'd by hate. 
Have I no friend to help me? 

ABNER. 

Ponder first, 
And be resolv'd, if so it be, thy will. 
Perchance thy mind is sway'd by circumstance. 
And not by sure intent ; first think, then say — 
And if it be thy will to take the life 
Of David — here am I thy adjutant. 

SAUL. 

Embrace me, Abner ! thou restorest life 
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And kindlest hope within my darkened spirit. 
And mak'st the black blood circle in mj veins 
With healthier colouring and quicker pace. 
Know then, dear chieftain, that I am resolv'd 
On this—never to rest or sleep^ iintil 
My spear has dipp'd its thirsty point in bloody 
In blood of him who kills me momently* 
Join with me, then pursuit ; but first send forth 
Thy spies to scour the country, and find out 
The place of his concealment, that we then 
May pounce upon our prey advisedly. 
Meanwhile, I need thy counsel as to what 
Report has spread about the Philistines : 
'Tis said they threaten war, the idolaters I 

ABNER. 

Be not afraid, O king I their limbs again 

Shall feed the hungry kites — their carcases 

Shall glut the tavenous beasts, and feed 

The wasted earth with blood. They have no more 

Their boasted giant — none who may withstand 

Thy glorious arm in fight, or if thou wilt, 

Thy captain's skill and bravery. 

SAUL. 

Be it so — 
I shall appoint thee to the high command. 
And give thy bosom room to swell itself. 
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Bring thou the head of David, and I swear 
That half the kingdom's thine. Malcham ! atteod. 
I will that those reports be oertified 
Which told of foreign foes. Fetch thou the men, 
And let them in our hearing tell the tale. 

l&rii Malcham. 

ABNBB. 

'Twill garnish well onr feast, if nicely told. 

One likes to hear of opportunity 

To manifest one's courage, or display 

Feats framed for fond amusement. What is war? 

The pastime of the soldier — ^the delight 

Of his all-generous valour — the support 

Of his commanding nature. 

SAUL. 

Thou sayest weU. 
War is a splendid pastime— exercise 
To mould our infant limbs to comeliness. 

ABNER. 

It is tlie game of men, the risk for fame, 
The road to high distinction and renown. 

SAUL. 

And we have gain'd them, Abner I we have sought 
A character amid the hottest broils 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 SAUL AND DAVID. [ACT III. 

That human hearts contend for ; we have sketched 

Our names in empires, tracing well each line 

With deepened tracks of blood, and raising up 

Huge pyramids of bodies to dedare 

That heroes were alive I Indeed, methhiks 

If war did not exist this life were vain, 

A show of folly, absurd nothingness, 

Unfit the living — hence I wonder not 

That ev*n in heaven the sounds of war were heard, 

And that the pride of legionaries there 

Was injur'd and provok'd* It must have been 

A tame, dull place, that heaven, if nothing there 

Was seen but one pure light, and notking heard 

But praise and adoration. Oh ! I have thought, 

When marching on to victory, how great, 

How glorious I must seem f how acknh*'d 

By my surrounding soldiers I how adored 

By my all-prosperous people I and the thoughts 

Inspir*d a bolder daring, and mspfiiitd 

Undreamt-of energy and fortitude. 

Have you not felt the same, ray general ? 

Have you not dash'd the dead aside, with scorn. 

That they, ignoble wretches, should impede 

Your path to future glory ? Hast not been 

Impressed with godlike notions to aspire 

To deeds of high adventure — ^and when fate 

Has turned the happy balance on our side. 

Hast thou not felt thy heart with joyful leap 
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Expand thy beating bosom, and thy arm 
Grow stronger from the contest ? Some will say, 
*Tis wrong to thirst for faxne^ to long for war, — 
Them let the rust of ease inglorious eat, 
Them let the cries of suffering childhood move, 
And widows' plaints their music What are these, 
Compared with the loud trumpet's brazen tcmgue 
That summons us to arms, and bids us mow 
Whole hosts and armies down I and when achiev'd, 
How beauteous is the blazing citadel I 
The crackling noise of houses, and the flames 
That lend the moon new lustre, and outshine 
The dimrgrown stars I — such sight is worthy man ! 
It makes him nobler still, it shows him how 
The whole creation owns him as its lord I 
Women and children, ns^, the beasts themselves 
Come craving his protection, and bow down 
To his almighty mandate, and revere 
His very aspect I Wo^kl the foe were here I 
Methinks this momenl I alone could crush 
Their universal force. Abner, with me, 
I say away, brave chiei^ away with me. 

ABNER. 

Good Heavens I what can he mean ? A]as ! I fear 
The evil spirit moves him I 

END OF ACT III. 
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ACT IV. 



CHOBUS. 



MovRN, Israel I mourn I weep, Salem ! weep ! 

And Moriah I hide thy face in gloom; 

And Judah I do thou silence keep, 

Thug fearful of the threatened doom. 

And Lebanon ! hang down thy head ; 

And Cannel ! wring thy slighted hand. 

For in his anger God hath spread 

Dismay and darkness o'er the land. 

And Israel's beauty is cast down, 
And her 'reft daughters wail aloud ; 
Her gladness far away is flown, — 
The Lord hath cloth'd her with a daad ; 
As fire his ftuy is poured forth, 
Indignantly he bends his bow, 
And soon must he repent his wrath 
Who thus has made the Lord a foe ! 

The law despis'd, the altar spum'd. 
The day of solenm feast abus'd — 
The king and chieftains Gentiles tum'd, 
The holy services refus'd — 
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These have brought low our former pride, 
These cloke with pitch our countrj*8 sun, 
These make our moon her beams to hide. 
Shake heaven's bright stars, and turn them dun. 

Our heart is faint, our head is sick, 
The body bleeds at man j a wound ; 
And for our sores, thus deep and thick. 
Shall sofl'ning ointment ne'er be found ? 
Yes I though our eyes with tears be dim, 
And our gall'd neck beneath a yoke, 
Yet will we turn our hopes to Him, 
Who Egypt's chain of bondage broke. 

Nor shall thy mountain yet be left, 
Jerusalem I fair tjrpe of peace ! 
For though of hope in Saul bereft, 
Our hearts ** beloved " shall release. 
Behold I he wanders ; sad, alone. 
Intent the Lord's high-priest to find ; 
His bosom-friend by signs has shewn 
His treacherous father's murderous mind. 

But shall he too betray — deceive ? 
And David I shall the herdsman see 
The shew-bread given to relieve, 
And witness thy hypocrisy ? 
Alas I too true — the stains of earth 
The best of mortals will defile ; 
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And some black spot will taint our worth, 
To dim the glory of our smile. 

And ere man sinn'd» high angels fell. 
Disturbing heaven with rebel will ; 
Tliey for their sin have gained a hell, 
And man for his must feel the ill. 
And David must; his conscience long 
Shall bum with guilt*s consuming fires. 
Already magnified, his wrong 
Stirs up in Saul destructive ire. 

And hence shall many a head be bow'd. 
And cities crumble to the ground ; 
To mothers sucklings cry aloud) 
And yet no aid at hand be found. 
Mourn, Israel I mourn ; thy monarch knits 
His gloomy brows with dire intent ; 
Upon his heart resentment sits. 
On deeds of blood his thoughts are beat 

Prepare then sackcloth— dust prepare — 
Drink tears, eat ashes, smite the breast ; 
Those, for whom now is laid the snare, 
Must suffer e*er they can be blest 
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Scene I. — SauTs House. 

Saul. 

Officers. 

Abimelbch, High Priest, 

Other Priests. 

DoEGy Chiirf Herdsman* 

Malcham, Herald. 

Attendants, Giuzrds, Sfc. 

JSnterSAVLyJrauming. 

Saul4 

Th* accursed priests I is*t thus they worship God, 
And honour his anointed ! apostates ! 
Traitors and rebels to your king, and friends 
To his most bitter foe, you soon shall pay 
The forfeit of your treason ; ere this night 
Has blacken 'd earth with shadows, you shall be 
Cloth'd with death's darkness in the gloom of hell. 
It is — it must be true ; Doeg could ne'er 
Invent so base a narrative to tease 
My spirit ; faithful is the man and true 
To me i^nd mine. But list I methinks they come. 
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Enier Doso, Abimblech, afid Priests. 
Hear now, thou son of Ahitub 1 attend! 

ABIMBLBCH. 

Here I am, my lord. 

fAUL. 

Say — why have ye conspir'd against me; thou 
And Jesse's son ; in that thou gav*st him bread 
And a sword, and hast asked God for him? 
Is it not true, base priest I that thou hast done it ? 

ABIMBLBCH. 

Most true it is, O king I that I gave bread 
And sword to Jesse's son ; nor did I know 
But that I served thyself; for who, O king ! 
Among thy servants faithful is as he. 
Who is the king's own son-in-law, willing 
To go at his command, and honourable. 
But that I asked God for him, is false : 
Be such a thing far from me, and I pray 
Let not the king impute. it, nor to me^ 
Nor all my father's house, for nothing knew 
Thy servant oi*all this, nor less, nor more. 

SAUL. 

Thou Shalt surely die, Abimelech^ thou 

And all thy father's house. Turn ye, my guards, 
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Turn aod slay the priests of the Lord — ^because 
Their hand also is with David ; they knew 
Where he fled» and did not shew it to me. 

GUARDS. 

Forbid, O king ! that we should slay the priests 
Or even put forth our hand upon them. 

SAUL. 

Avaunty ye minions ! base degenerate men ! 
Doeg, turn thou, and fall upon the priests. 

DOEG. 

I will, my lord I and soon their traitor blood 
Shall drain from their vile hearts their blackened crimes. 
Haste ye, away, my sword grows thirstier, 
And leaps to drink your blood. Haste, haste, vile priests. 

{^Exeunt Priests and Doeg, 

[Groans are heard from within.] 
SAUL. 

Hark to those coward priests, they moan aloud. 
Afraid to meet their God ! no wonder this ; 
And while the herdsman bends their haughty necks, 
Malcham ! go thou and order forth some men 
To haste with rapid firebrands and with death 
To Nob's accursed city ; — let them burn 
£ach traitor's house to ashes ; yea, ev'ry house, 

l2 
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And slay the men, their wives, children and babes, 
Their oxen, asses, sheep, their every thing ; 
For all that breathes shall expiate the crime. 
Let not a stone remain, nor voice be heard. 
If so, ril be avenged. — Haste, Malcham, haste. 
And now let's to the priests, the damned priests. 

[^Exeunt Saul and attendants* 



Scene IL— Road side in the neighbourhood of Nob: 
the cvty seen inflames. 

1st Soldier. 2nd Soldier. 

Ist soldier. 
Welcome, old friend, hast thou too left the town ? 

2nd SOLDIER. 

I have, and God forgive me that I went. 

1st SOLDIER. 

Amen to that, say I. 'Twas dreadful sight. 

2nd SOLDIER. 

Dreadful? I think 'twas devilish. I have seen 
Blood, havoc, ruin, murder, pillage, fire, 
Confusion and destruction many a time, 
But never did I see like this before. 
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1st SOLDIER. 

And so have I ; and I can bear the sight 

When fighting 'gainst idolaters, and when 

The heart is hot with action and with strife ; 

But in cold blood to massacre one's race, 

To burn the widows' houses, and to tear 

The children from their mother's breasts, and cut 

Their little helpless throats, is much too bad. 

2nd SOLDIER. 

I don't know how it was, my heart tum'd sick. 
And almost chok*d me ; well nigh did I weep 
To see the women dragg'd out by the hair, 
And butcher'd while they cried out, Mercy on 
My little infant — when the child would look 
So innocent, and stretch his pretty arms — 
To see it flung amid the crackling flames, 
1 thought my heart would break — I left the town. 

1st SOLDIER. 

And so did I ; but not till I had seen 

What I shall ne'er forget ; there came a youth 

Amaz'd, distracted, and quite out of breath, 

And when he saw his love within the arms 

Of our lieutenants-seizing some one's spear, 

He drove it through the bodies of them both. 

And cried, " Good God, forgive me," and straightway 

He leapt into the flames !— Another youth 
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I saw, who with a javelin stabb'd a soldier's neck,* 
And fix'd him to the wall — then set on fire 
The house, and said, << Do thou too roast." 

2nd SOLDIER. 

I wish 
There had been many like him, there had been 
Less horror and more pity ; see, the flames 
Look up much higher now ; there's not much smoke. 

1st SOLDIER. 

Ah 1 no ; for human flesh makes little smoke, 
And then the fat of oxen, sheep, and cows. 
Is mix'd up in the burning : every thing 
Saul said must be consum'd — no living thing 
Be lefl alive — most shocking order that I 

2nd SOLDIER. 

I don't much wonder, for they say he's mad. 
Troubled by evil spirits. 

1st SOLDIER. 

So he must, 
Or he had spar'd the priests. I'm glad to think 
I was not there when Doeg murder'd tiiem. 
Or else I do believe Td murder'd him. 

2nd SOLDIER. 

How many were there slaughter'd ? 
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Ist SOLDIBR. 

Eighty-five I 

2nd SOLDIEB ? 

And in cdd blood? 

Ist SOLDIBB. 

And innocent ! 

2nd SOLDIBR. 

1*11 tell you what. I serve that Saul no more ; 
He is so fretful, angry, and so quick, 
I tremble for my life to look at him. 

1st SOLDIBR. 

And glad I am thou say'st so ; and for one 
I mean to join prince David — he's so kind 
And gentle, and I*m sure he's quite as brave 
As ever Saul is — What say you to that ? 

2nd SOLDIBR. 

I mean to do the same-— and so, come on. 

^Exeuni soldiers. 
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ScENR III. — Cave cfAduUam^^^i Fortre$$. 
David. 

j£8SB. 

Abiathar, Son of High Pne$t 

DAVID, sohit. 

Tii evening— and to me the evening hour, 
Though dismal in its shade to fearful minds. 
Is full of holiest feeling ; though alone 
In solitary stillness, and ensnared 
By cunning wiles and wary wickedness, 
I feel a placid calmness, and enjoy 
Thoughts that persuade me Vm not all alone. 
Yes I day succeeds to day, and night on night 
Enwraps the valleys with a darkening shroud 
To fright me from my purpose, and to move 
My heart's devotedness and enterprise, 
And yet in fix'd resolve my soul is firm, 
Clinging to hope and faith as to the scale 
On which the destinies of future hang. 
The eye of veneration that was rais'd 
In tributary gratitude to Him 
Who ordereth all things well — full thrice a-day 
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Is lifted still in peaceful adoration ; 

And though the coldness of my fear sometioies 

Will chill my heart, and wrestle with its warmth, 

It is but as the cloud that flits at noon 

Across the sun's broad glory, or the breeze 

That ruffles flowers but makes their fragrance more. 

A banishment from man is company 

With angels, and the wildest solitude 

Is peopled with existences of mind. 

And fraught with heavenly converse — nature too 

Is drest in homelier garb, and wears a mien 

Congenial and familiar — would that now 

My Miriam were here to greet her face 

Thus courting admiration ; she would join 

With me in adoration — she would pour 

Her grateful soul in praisings — she would hail 

The parting tribute of the setting sun, 

And bless the God who gave his beams to shine. 

Alas I those days are fled, when hand in hand 

We sat and sang together — ^when we watch'd 

The grazing flocks, and nightly glorified 

The bounteous Giver of their happiness. 

What scenes have pass*d since then 1 what changes 

since 
Have interven'd, and rais'd, depress*d and stay'd 
My persecuted spirit 1 She, ray hope, 
My joy, my crown, my life, my happiness, 
Has lefl a father desolate, and me 
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Bereft of all my fond imaginingB. 

My brother too, Eliab, ia no raove-^ 

My life has been sought out» my death pronouncd, 

My name dishonoured^ and n^y friends despis'd. 

But God is with me still— my anohoragey 

Amid the troubles and the storms of life. 

May he defend my foUowersy and i^rove 

Their kindness, daring, and high enterprise. 

^Tis time they were return'd^^^-perchance theyll bring 

More welcome news from the suspicious king. 

He never knew my heart — the jaundiced eye 

Of jealousy had fiJsely colour'4 o'er 

My deeds, my thoughts, my virtues, and had throMm 

A borrow*d mirror round them, that to him 

Reflected but the tainted hue of evil. 

He saw, he £uicied and believed-— 4)ut why 

With harrowing recollections do I mar 

The peace that erst had cahn'd me ? why resume 

The hideous theme of man's ingratitude, 

And conjure up ideas that but teem 

With saddening evidence of Adam's fiill? 

Full many a thne remembrance sudi as this 

Has wean'd away my thoughts, and crush^ the 2eal 

Of meditation — it has woke again. 

The dream of future empire and of fiune; 

And rous'd up feelings which excite the soul 

Beyond its proper limits — and although 

It kindles fresh the flame of friendship's fire, 
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And strengthens more the oath once fondlj sworn 
To him who loves me as he loves his soul ; 
Yet in the 'wildering passion that inflames 
My ardent breast, then hot for majesty. 
And pomp, and power— it elevates for self, , 
And drowns the stiller and the pwer breath 
That whispers God, my sovereign and my all. 
Away, intruding thoughts — ^my soul, be still — 
In hour like this methinks it better seems 
To let the kindlier feelings have their play. 
To let the hallow'd and the inspiring sense 
Pervading each sensation, harmonize 
The fervour of my feelings, and discharge 
The debt of gratitude and prayerfulness 
To heaven's high Lord, my Maker and my God. 

[David takes bis harp and sings. 

I. 

Come, come, come ! 
Come^ 'tis the hour of prayer, 
And mercy lights the skies, 
God stills the evening air. 
That the h3rmns of saints may rise. 
The sun has rob'd the west, 
And the toil of man is o'er, 
But nature's wearied breast 
Will the Lord of all restore. 

Come, come, come ! 
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n. 

Bright are the lamps of love. 
That draw our earth to heaven, 
And angel-harps above 
Proclaim man s sin fbrgiyen. 
Oh ! let om^ praises there 
In glad commmiion blend. 
And the solemn voice of prayer 
On the Spirit's breath ascend. 

Come, come, come ! 



III. 

The soul must be supplied 
With holy thoughts and true. 
And ev'ry heart confide 
That God will strength renew. 
Each day fresh mercy brings^ 
Each night fresh love demands> 
And faith on hopeful wings 
Should seek celestial lands. 

Come, come, come ! 

IV. 

Let us then look on high, 
And plead each promise given, 
View mansions in the sky, 
And a seat for us in heaven. 
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No toil or trouble then 
Shall make us v^eary there, 
Nor the bonds of sin again 
Withhold our evening prayer. 

Come, come, come ! 

V. 

Come, 'tis the hour of prayer, 
The sun has left the skies, 
God bids each heart prepare 
Its evening sacrifice. 

[Dayid kneels down, and continues a few 
minutes in prayer. 

Oh I what a solace to the soul is prayer ! 

What cordial and support ! It is a food 

That satisfies the craving appetite 

When longing for enjoyment in the things 

That appertain to heaven ; — it is to all 

An ever-present manna to supply 

Our numerous wants in this world s wilderness ; 

Angelic food to purify the flesh. 

And fit us for the company of God ! 

It is the key of hope, the stepping-stone 

On which to mount on high, from which to scale 

The pearly bulwarks and the golden gates 

Of heaven's unclouded city, and to gain 

The walls of our salvation I Visions bright. 
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And 'rapturing thoiig|ito and fedings higb and pore. 

Quickened in prayer's derout co TOwin io n » 

Translate the soul abore the things of earth. 

And harmonize its sentimentSy until 

The desert grows an Eden, and this rock 

A Betbe], pregnant with the DeiQr ! 

Methought just now, while lifting up my heart. 

That ev'n for me, as erst for Isaac's son, 

A ladder on the earth was set, the top 

Of which did reach to heaven, and that thereon 

The angels of the Lord did talk with me. 

Ascending and descending — lor ev'n here 

Prayer brings down heaven to earth, or liiU us up 

From earth to heaven^it fills us with a sense 

Which is not of the world — a holy cahn — 

Contentment, joyous peace, and confidence^ 

Which strengthens us afiresh, and ^ves us power 

Superior to the powers of darkness. 

No wonder then that He, the first ordain'd 

Of heaven high-priest to ofer up the prayers 

Of an atoning people, should be nam'd 

Mountain of strength or lofty ; or that He 

Who bade the sun stand still, and caus'd the moon 

To stay her course in Ajalon, shoukl rout 

And utterly discomfit Amalek, 

As Moses lifted up his hands and prayU . 

For what on earth so great, or what so strong 

As man replete with God I or what so quick 
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In operation as the Almighty's will. 

Vouchsafing prayer an answer ? Ere we call, 

Thy never.sleeping eye, O Lord ! surveys. 

Thy all-attentive ear, O Lord I receives, 

Thy ever-ready hand, O Lord I assists, 

And thus thy servants prosper and prevail. 

How then shall I complain I how murmur I, 

Though full of trouble be my soul, and nigh 

My life unto the grave — and though esteem *d 

As man that hath no strength — ^free 'mong the dead. 

Or counted ev'n with those whom thou hast laid 

In darkness, in the deepsy in lowest pit ; 

And what, though thou hast put far from me those 

Whom kindred blood unites, or shut me up, 

So that I cannot forth to visit them ; 

Or that at times the torrent-streams of wrath 

Outpour their floods around me ? shall I cease 

To magnify thy power — to praise and Uess 

Thy holy name — or to uplifl my soul 

To gaze upon thy glories, and be filFd 

From thy perfecting fulness ? shall my voice 

At morning cease to supplicate, at noon 

My lips refuse their thankful atterance> 

And night's still ear n» longer list my prayer? 

— Yes I when yon silver moon shall cease to shine. 

Or yon bright stars be dim, or heaven above 

Refuse to tell thy wonders, or ev'n when 

The grateful zephyrs shall refuse to breathe 
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Their incense hymns at even ; — ^but so long 
As sun and moon and stars shine on and sing, 
And this our earth is with thy goodness crowned. 
And nature keeps her system, shall my soul 
Preserve her meditations and adore. 

[David startf with surprise— Jetae advances 
to embrace bim. 

My father I — Oh I my father. 

[Tbey embrace. 

JBS8E. 

My son— my son, my ever-blessed son. 

Thy words restore my soul — they give me hope 

That thou may'st still be kept secure from harm. 

DAVID. 

Secure from harm, my &ther ! Can'st thou doubt* 

When all our ways are known unto the Lord, 

Our sittings and uprisings ? and besides, 

Didst not thyself behold the holy seer 

Anoint me with the consecrated oil. 

And dedicate me in the usual form 

To serve the royal office, when Ailfill'd 

Shall be Jehovah's purpose ? Why then fear ? 

J£SSB. 

I do not fear, my son, though oft I feel 
The cowardice of our nature ; well I know 
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God's truth shall never fail — his faithfulness, 
Eternal as the firmament shall stand, 
Built on the Rock of ages I But I own 
My heart at times misgives when I reflect 
Upon the fearful wrath of Saul the king. 

DAVID. 

What is the wrath of man that we should fear ? 

Or what his mighty boast, or what the pride 

Of all the workers of iniquity ? 

As swords they whet their tongues and bend their bows, 

That they may shoot in secret at the good ; 

But God shall shoot at them^ and suddenly 

Shall they be wounded, and shall flee away ; 

Whereas the righteous shall be glad in God, 

And all the upright in heart shall glory. 

JESSE. 

I would, my son, that I could feel as thou, 
And that my heart could beat a quick response 
To what I fondly hope and what believe. 
Full well I know that God alon« is king ; 
And though the earth be mov'd, and people rage, 
That he alone bears sway ; I also know 
That all expectancy must be from Him, 
Who is our only rock and our defence, 
Our refuge, fortress, glory, and salvation. 
But nature's feelings struggle till the last, 

M 
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UftmiiemKimatetmiggtaUMimbt, 

: t0# of dr^ flMMM wiM wiinf liiao lirg^ 
that tliy cave is Tam, 
ioi^ ocpemBoe ctreogtlient the ramiMe. 
Tlnr 4iiiiwMlgi too woaj 9eA the tr ouger ode, 
3tfsT lesre thee in the trial, and desert 
To hixB trho gives btge boan^ to thj foes. 

DAVID. 

Fear not, dear fiitfaer— bid your doubts be still, 

Mjirif too I have prov'd the harassings 

Of feelings, wishes, cares, and sentiments, 

Which often differ from the sense of right. 

Be still, and know that God is Lord ; to Him, 

When overwhelm *d in heart from the earth's ends, 

Will I lift up my voice and cry, and He 

Shall lead me to a Rock that higher is 

Than all man's boasted strength ; but hast not heard 

Of what has come to pass ? — of those brave men 

Who late have sworn to me fidelity ? 

JESSE. 

I know of tlie four hundred who had come, 
Wh«Mt tall? we made this cave our resting-place : 
\S\\\ ih^fH^ ar« Utile service; b distress, 
(^ vM^ «ml dincontenl, they came to thee 
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In hope of future plunder or reward. 

Is other help at hand? God grant thee more I 

DAVID. 

God has vouchsaf 'd it, father ; he has sent 
To join me in this wilderness some men, 
Whose reputation and whose might are known 
Throughout the trihe of Gad ; men fit for war, 
And who can handle shield and buckler well, 
Whose £BLce and heart are lions,, and whose feet 
Are swifl as are the roes upon the mountains. 

JESSE. 

God's name be prais'd— but say what men are these ? 

DAVID. 

Ezer, Obadiah, and Eliab, 
Mishammah, Jeremiah, Attai, 
Eliel, Johanan, and Elzabab, 
Jeremiali die tenth, Machbanai the last. 

JESSE. 

And are they men of might, of consequence ? 

DAVID. 

These same are they who went in the first month 
Across the river Jordan when overflown 
Were all its banks at outbreak of the war, 

m2 
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And who then put to flight the nation's foes, 
Scouring the valleys east and west throughout 
Brave sons are these of Gadr— chief of the host — 
One of the least commands an hundred men, 
The greatest govern thousands. 

JB88B. 

Glad tidings these, my son ; they cheer my hopes, 

And nerve again my sinews, and revive 

My drooping spirits. — Does Saul know of this ? 

DAVID. 

And doubtless more ; for late, when in the vale 

Of Rephaim Philistia lay encamp'd, 

I long'd for water that was in the vale 

Of Bethlehem at the gate ; and lo ! straightway 

Three of my mighty captains who came down 

Into this cave Adullam, issued forth, 

And breaking through the host of Philistines, 

Drew water from the well of Bethlehem, 

And brought it unto me. I would not drink 

Thereof, in jeopardy of life thus brought, 

And as it were with blood, but poqr'd it out 

With praisings to the Lord. Abishai 

Was chief of these bold three ; he lifting up 

His spear against three hundred Philistines, 

Against them he prevailed, and slew them all. 
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JESSE. 

And where is Joab, his once valiant brother ? 

DAVID. 

He too is on my side, as also is 

Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 

Son of a valiant man of Kabzul, who 

Hath done many mighty acts. He slew one day 

On which the snow fell downwards fast from heaven, 

A lion in a pit ; and also slew 

Two Moabites like lions, and besides 

A man from Egypt full five cubits high, 

Whose spear was like unto a weaver's beam. 

But with a staff he went to him, and pluck'd 

The spear from out of the Egyptian's hand, 

And straightway slew the man with his own spear. 

Yet he, my father, is not like the three. 

But 'mong the thirty honourable. He is 

The captain of my faithful body-guard. 

JESSE. 

Thy narrative infuses confidence 
In my rejoicing bosom ; even now 
I see thee triumph over all thy foes 
As pre-ordain'd by Hesi\ en. ( Startles) — But who comes 
here? 

DAVID. 

That is no warrior form ; his head hangs low. 
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And that staid tread bespeaks UDhappineM. 
Tb like the higb-priest s son, Abiathar. 

Emier Abiathar. 

ABIATHAR. 

Hall ! boly minstrel, can you give us aid ? 

DAVID. 

And welcome too — but say, why art so sad ; 
Thou bearest some ungracious embassy 
Upon thy faded cheeky and in thine eye. 
Tell me what news ? 

ABIATHAR. 

No lips can utter what these signs bespeak. 
[He holds up tb« pontifiosl 
These robes, these ornaments, so lately worn 
By him who gave thee bread, no human mouth 
Save that of priests e*er tasted, must impart 
What feeling tells me, but forbids to speak. 

DAVID. 

Alas ! then it is so. My thoughts were true — 
Within the mind there is an index set 
To point to virtue, and if falsely turned 
By vice or outward circumstance, betrays 
The hidden spot that taints its sacred lustre. 
My memory murder'd rest, and consciousness 
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Of having swerv'd from rectitude destroy'd 
The pofver of peacefal slumbers — in my heart 
Awhile there dwelt a pang, but Hope resum'd 
Her brightening aspect, and allur'd the breath 
That whbper*d to my mind the fatal hour 
When I through falsehood took thy father's life. 

JESbB. 

What words are tliese, my son ? what hast thou done ? 

J)AVID. 

Destroy *d Abimelech. 

J£SS£. 

The Lord's high-priest ? 



DAVID. 



Thou sayest. 



JESSE. 

But when, why, where wlus this ? 

DAVID. 

I know not that ; he is, it seems, no more. 

ABIATHAR. 

And save myself, no other priest survives. 

But what is tliis thou sayest ? that 'twas thy deed ! 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 SAUL AND DAVID. [aCT 1Y. 

When forth straightway I come from raTing Saul, 
Who gluts his eyes with blood, and leaps for joy, 
As brutal Doeg slays the sacred race. 

[ DAVID. 

Twas conscience told me then, and teDs me still 
That I destroyed thy father, and was cause 
Of death to all the priests. Remember'st not 
That when I came to Nob, Abimelech 
Was fearful at the meeting, and would fain 
Dismiss me from the place unsatisfied ? 
And how then I deceived him with my words. 
And gain*d from him the consecrated bread. 
Which by the law none save the priests might eat ? 
As also how I took Goliath*s sword 
Which lay behind the ephod, wrapp'd in cloth? 
Too well, alas I my memory brings to light 
The sad eventful history ; and there was 
That day detain 'd before the Lord a man 
Whose name was Doeg — chiefest he among 
The herdsmen— did he tell Saul ? 

ABIATHAR. 

Thou sayest well — ^he surely did tell Saul ; 

But more he also told — that for thee too 

Abimelech inquired of the Lord. 

This, this it was that so enraged the king, 

That God's high priest should prove conspirator. 
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DAVID. 

'Twas false — and that he knew, deceitful tongue ; 

But evil loveth he far more than good. 

Boasting himself in mischief, working wrong. 

But ev'n him shall our just God destroy, 

And pluck him from his dwelling-place, and root 

Him out entirely of the land of life. 

But fear not thou, Abiathar — unarmed 

With me henceforth in safety thou shalt dwell, 

Dear as my life, protected as myself. 

JESSE. 

Methinks I see a well-arm'd troop approach — 
Are these, my son, thy friends, or are they foes ? 

DAVID. 

Tis time our friends were here — go we to see. 

[^£xeunt amnes. 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 8A0L AND DAVID, [aCT IV 



CHORUS. 
I. 

Father of light, and life, and grace, 
Where is the spot throughout all space 

That owns not thy abode ? 
Ev'n in the desert's wildsome ground 
Thy glorious presence may be found, 

Thy smiles, too, bounteous God ! 

11. 

In solemn hush of soul this night 
Thy servant felt a full delight 

Tn musing on thy care ; 
Transported to the world above, 
His spirit drank thy beams of love. 

And claim'd an angel's share. 

III. 

His consecrated fingers too. 

From mystic strings thy praises drew 

In harmony of sound ; 
The music of the soul was there, 
And the heavenly-mindedness of prayer. 

His soul's devotion crown'd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ACT IV.] SAUL AND DAVID. 171 

IV. 

For thou hast bid his hopes aspire, 
His lips too thou hast touch'd with fire, 

His heart with holy flame ; 
How can he then but lift his voice 
In prayer and praise, and e'er rejoice 

In thy Almighty name ? 



Oh I when thy all-controlling power 
In thy own spirit's chosen hour 

Draws up the soul to heaven. 
Quick as creation's primal birth, 
Its vileness changes into worth, 

And wears tlie beauty given. 

VI. 

Religion then exerts her sway, 
Earth *s grosser pleasures die away 

At truth's unerring word ; 
Faith rules the heart and love the head. 
And then it is man's daily bread 

To do thy will, O Lord ! 

VII. 

It then becomes his-richesi food 
To go about e'er doing good, 

E'er shewing forth the grace ; 
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By night, by day, at home, abroad, 
He manifests the love of God. 
He runs the heavenly race. 

vni. 

For godliness hath might and power. 
It cheers each dull desponding hour^ 

It firm upholds the will ; 
It purifies the heart from sin, 
Implants supernal good within. 

Bids Satan's voice be still. 

IX. 

It calms the soul, and sets it free 
From evVy vain idolatry. 

From guilt's corroding stain ; 
And should the conscience be opprest. 
Fear, doubt, and care it lulls to rest. 

And banishes the pain. 

X. 

In solitude, when all is dark, 
It kindles hope s reviving spark. 

And wakeful vigil keeps ; 
It lifts the eye of faith to Him 
Who sits between the cherubim. 

Who slumbers not, nor sleeps. 
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XI. 

It 18 the anchor of the soul. 
The spirit's magnet to control 

All things of power to bless ; 
In health or sickness, joy or grief, 
Un&iling is the kind relief 

Of constant godliness. 

XII. 

And thou hast prov'd it, David I thou, 
With dark misfortune on thy brow, 

Hast felt its soothing ease ; 
With gratitude thy lips confess 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness. 

And all her paths are peace. 

XIII. 

On, on, then, soldier of high Heaven, 
To thee is strength and wisdom given 

For pillar and a cloud ; 
With future honour art thou crown'd, 
Thy footsteps are defended ground, 

Down, down, thy foes are bow'd. 

XIV. 

Give him then grace, O Lord ! to be 
Unflinching in integrity, 
(Jninjur'd and secure ; 
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Grant him thy faithfulness to prove. 
Ennoble him with burning love, 
That ever shall endure. 

XV. 

And if it be that soon must end 
Our monarch's reign, do thou befriend 

Our monarch's gracious son ; 
To Jesse's son devote his worth, 
But as in heaven, ev*n so in earth> 

Thy will, O God ! be done. 



KND OK ACT IV. 
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ACT V, 

Scene I. — Camp at Gilboa, 



SAUL, 80lll8, 



SAUL* 



Abner is fearful, terror-struck, dismay*d. 

Jonathan 8 forebodings are of ill. 

My guards and heralds tremble, and 'tis said 

The army wavers, dreading to engage. 

Alas I but with too true a sympathy 

Do their hearts beat with mine. Methought, indeed, 

That strange and sorrowful presentiments 

Which momently perplex me, were confined 

To my own aching bosom — ^phantoms there 

In horrid forms insult me, and defy 

My sternest vengeance — slumberless I lie 

On worse than thorny bed — on spears and darts. 

On sharpest swords, and arrows barb'd with death. 
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Rivers of blood surround me — ^and my ears 

Are pierc*d with shrieks and groans, with thrilling cries 

And lamentations loud of all my sons, 

Which torture me to madness, and but make 

My madness greater, as *tis all a dream I 

But why my chiefs, my soldiers and my guards 

Should share with me these visionary fears, 

And harmonize in horror, is most strange. 

Dark suns, red moons, and pale and falling stars 

That late have been so frequent, have unnerved 

Each warrior's arm, and cast a gloomy shade 

O'er all their joy and gladness— tokens these 

They think of present ruin. Such things are — 

And lesser things than these have sketched the fate 

Of armies and of empires. I have seen 

(Fool that I was to treat them cruelly,) 

A puny witch decree the fate of war, 

Enchain all nature's elements, and turn 

The tide of future fortune at her will. 

And wizards too that peep and mutter words 

That seem the language of another world. 

Have exercised a power invisible. 

But certain and almighty. Lamps of fire, 

Fed by a medicated oil, have shown 

To human vision shapes of subtler form 

Than those of clay — ^beings of ether mould 

Who haunt the air, or dwell in caves unseen. 

Or hold their habitation in the cells 
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And graves of the departed ; — phantom-like 

They mock our rude embrace, nor care to mix 

With our ungenial kind; and yet they come 

When they are called for by the chosen few 

Who have familiar spirits, and who hold 

A dark, strange, secret, sacred intercourse. 

Such persons perhaps might aid me ; — might dispel 

My growing deep dejection — might console 

My sad desponding spirit, and impart 

That counsel which in vain I sought of God. 

Urim and dreams have faiFd, and prophets too, 

The Thummim has prov'd useless, and the stones 

That name the Great Unspeakable are dumb.*^ 

And yet the man of God, Samuel the seer 

And holy one, commanded this inquiry — 

" Seek ye the Lord," said he; " inquire of Him, 

And He shall teach and guide thee, and shall show 

What things shall come to pass." Peijur'd and false ! 

The prophet has deceived me — has betray'd 

My too confiding unsuspecting soul, 

And leagued me in the foolish enterprise 

Of driving from the land the sorcerers. 

'Tis well for him and Moses, and for such 

As fain would keep up priestly influence. 

Strongly to cry down witchcraft, and denounce 

Those who through fire make sons and daughters pass, 

Or divinations use, or times observe, 

Or witches who enchant or charm, or those 

N 
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Who with familiar spirits may xionsult 

And hold a nightly converse with the dead — 

But why should we obey them ? why assist 

In strengthening and confirming their commands ? 

Or why have I obey'd them ?. Why have I 

In humblest reverence bow'd down the knee 

To Him whose eyes see not, nor ears can hear, 

And who ev'n cannot answer when we call. 

Fools that we are to trust His Providence, 

To fear His vengeance, or to court His love I 

Henceforth He ne'er shall homage have of mine. 

Of body or of spirit* I will pray 

To those who can-^to those who will attend ; 

And if within our land there is but one 

Who hath familiar spirit, or can call 

From dark abysses the departed souls, 

Pll summon forth ev n though it be from hell. 

Or earth's profoundest pit 

Enter Abner. 

Welcome, brave chief, 
Thy presence cheers me—say, hast any news ? 

ABNBR. 

Unpleasant news, O king ; the army trembles, 
And numbers hourly rally round the foe. 
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SAUL. 

And where is David ? He who still to nie 
Is worse than mjrriad Philistines — ev'n he 
Who on my soul is more than mountain load, 
Heavier than all the weight of Israel. 

ABNER. 

Coward and traitor too, he is in league 
With thy most deadly enemies — ev'n yet, 
With all his rebel household and his wives, 
He holds himself at Ziklag — and designs. 
With Achish, his new king, to take thy life. 

SAUL. 

How knowest this ? 

ABNER. 

Ev n from the foe themselves — 
Who boast his deeds and prowess, and rejoice 
In his alliance ; Achish, in return 
For his allegiance, has bestowed as gift 
The town of Ziklag, and promoted him 
To be the keeper of his head for ever. 

SAUL. 

Insidious traitor I and is this thy faith ? 
Is this the pretext why thou sparedst me 

n2 
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To give me over to my enemies. 
That they may mock and slay me, and insult 
My broken limbs by giving them as food 
To glut fowls of the air or beasts of prey ? 
Thy arts shall perish with thee, or this arm 
No more shall lift the sword or hurl the spear, 
That may chastise and send thy soul to hell. 

ABNBR. 

He is a base, deceitful, wily wretch — 
What time we pitched upon Hachilah's hill. 
And thou within the trench didst lay by night. 
And we thy faithful people watch'd around. 
The accursed shepherd's son, with witches leagued, 
Had thrown a spell around us, that we slept. 
And waked not, nor knew of his approach, 
Else ne*er had he, or man of mortal mould. 
Had will or courage to have touched thy spear. 
And from thy bolster fetch the water cruse; 
But arm'd with powers of darkness, and upheld 
By magic might and malice, he assumes 
The fallen angels subtlety, and words. 
And taunting me with faithlessness, pretends 
That he alone has sav'd thy life — ^that he 
Would scruple to uplift or hand or voice 
Against the Lord s anointed ! — 'tis impious I 

SAUL. 

*Tis just the devil's cunning — ^but say true, 
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Dost think that witches or that sorcerers 

Possess the power thou namest ? Can they charm 

Our inmost souls or senses, or withhold 

Our will or wishes, and disarm the mind 

Of its intent — ^the body x»f its might? 

ABNER. 

Why tempts my lord his captain ? thou hast known 

And own'd their power, and far hast driven hence 

Exorcists, necromancers, sorcerers. 

Wizards, diviners, soothsayers, and all 

Who have familiar spirits, and who know 

The secrets o£ the universe, and who 

Can well unravel mysteries, and tell 

Futurity and things invisible. 

But if withal thou doubtest yet their power, 

And hast not firmest faith in ghosts that rise 

And come forth from the dead, to minister 

In various ways amongst us — ^well might I, 

With thy permission, satisfy thy mind. 

Myself have seen, have heard, have felt — ^nay more. 

Have talk'd with ghosts — and when my valiant sire 

Was gather'd to his fathers— that same night 

Upon my pillow sat some spectre there, 

Looking unutterable things, and sad 

And ghastly. I wished to converse with him, 

And straightway went to greet him — ^he retired, 

Nor would be touch'd ; but when I lay in bed 
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He lean'd upon me, grasping either arm 

With terrible embrace, and holding down 

My legs with one of his, while on my breast, 

He with the other knelt, and press'd me sore, 

Till well nigh stifled, I essay'd to speak. 

And cry his mercy — but my lips refus'd ; 

I could not speak or stir, or weep or breathe, 

Noir did I see him as he was before. 

My eyes, though open, gaz*d in vain for aught 

Of human shape, although I felt him such. 

Nothing but blackness fill'd the room, and when 

At dawn I sought my sword, the ghost was gone. 

Such things in heaven and earth there are that mock 

Our vain pursuit or knowledge — even now 

At night ghosts walk the clouds and tread the earth, 

And in Gilboa, where the army lies. 

They throng in myriads : every soldier sees 

And hears them speak their destiny and fate. 

SAUL. 

Tell me no more, my Abner — full too well 
I know and feel these things — I only ask'd 
In confirmation of the current truths. 
Tis my intent to seek me out a witch. 
And to consult about these awful times. 
She may vouchsafe her aid, and serve the foe, 
As late ourselves were served at Hachilah. 
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ABNBR. 

At Endor lives a witch, of skill renown'd — 
I much applaud the purpose, and delay « 

May perhaps be dangerous. 

SAUL. 

We will away then. 



Scene II. — Endar — Witch's Cave. Night. 

Saul. Witch. 

Attendants. Ghost of Samuel. 

WITCH, sola, ("watching thefire.) 

The flame burns blue and crackles — it is forked, 

Seems like divided tongues — is rather pale, 

And faint and lab'ring ; — these are fearful signs 

Prophetic of disaster and distress, 

And sudden death; at least they us'd to be 

Before the king expell'd us, and denounc'd 

Our craft ; may he receive his recompense ! 

It is so long since I have watch'd the signs 

Or figures set, or mingled in the pot 

The blood and ashes, bones, herbs, condiments, 
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That prophecy the future, or reveal 
The past, that well nigh I forget the marks 
That do betoken things — but I must think. 
Ere long we may be sent for — ^for the priests 
Are dead — the prophets silent, and the voice 
Of Urim and of Thummim dumb, or heard not ; 
And oft it happens in perplexity. 
That truth and justice are unheeded, and 
That error and that falsehood dogmatise. 
And Saul I know is troubled — and is sad ; 
The Philistines grow bolder and more strong. 
I will then learn my lesson, and refresh 
My memory with deceit and tricks of art. 
That fools may be deluded ; — let me see — 
And first as to the fire, the chiefest sign — 
That blueness shews severity — the crackling, 
Broken bones, split skulls ; its being fork'd 
Portends rapidity and suddenness, 
Accompanied with terror and distrust. 
Its being pale and faint, and tongue-like. 
Asunder clefl and laboring, well bespeak 
Embarrassment and mortal enmity 
And death ; and if needs be, it tells of hell. 
Of fearful fires of brimstone, that bum blue. 

[She ttarts. 

What noise is that ? methought I heard a voice 
The hum of men I and yet 'tis midnight now, 
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And men are all asleep ; if that it be 

There are such things as devils, much I fear 

Their feet are at my door — ^but there are none, — 

And yet this noise — ^I fear — again it sounds — 

What ho I what ho I what do ye here? — ^Who's there ? 

Tm but a poor old woman — who are ye ? 

There's nothing here — ^have mercy, go away — 

[The noise increases-— Saul knocks at the door, 
and exclaims — 

SAUL. 

Open, good mother — we desire thy aid 
And counsel ; open — and we'll requite thee. 

WITCH. 

Ah ! ah ! what do ye here ? ye are but spies, 
And come to circumvent me, and to tell 
Base lies to Saul the king unto my hurt. 
But I will open to you willingly, . 
That ye may see and satisfy yourselves, 
And perhaps you'll give a widow charity. 

[She opens the door. 

Enter Saul arid Attendants. 

SAUL. 

I pray thee, mother, to vouchsafe me grace 
By thy familiar spirit. I am perplex'd. 
Thou art, we know, acquainted with the ways 
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And secrete of the future, and can*8t bid 
The grave restore its dead, or hell its damn'd, 
Or cause the heavens to open and reveal 
The presence and the purpose of ite God. 
Divine then unto me, I pray, and tell 
What future fate awaite me and my house. 
Or else, by thy commanding power, bring up 
And place before me him whom I shall name. 

WITCH. 

Oh I why with subtle fraud wouldst thou deceive 

A poor defenceless woman ? why design 

Dark purposes of death against my soul. 

Since full well thou must know what Saul hath done ; 

How that all those he hath cut off or sent 

From out the land, who have familiar spirite 

And wizards too, and all who would deceive 

By arte black as nether worlds, and treacherous 

As is ite prince of darkness ; oh I fbrbear 

And tempt me not, nor lay insidious snares 

Against my life to cause me thus to die. 

SAUL. 

Why doubtest thus thy servant, or dost fear 
That harm may happen ? — by the Lord I swear, 
By Him who made us, and who governs us. 
And who will one day judge, that for this thing 
That I now crave of thee, nor thou or thine 
Shall suffer. 
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WITCH. 

Then whom shall I now bring up ? 

SAUL. 

I will that Samuel thou bring up for me. 

[The witch performs magic arts, and mutters un- 
intelligihlj — appears terrified and confounded, 
making loud shrieks and ejaculations- 

WITCH. 

Why hast thou thus deceived me, O king ! 
For though disguised in these habiliments, 
Though suppliant and humble, I perceive, 
And am well certified that thou art Saul, 
I cry thee mercy — spare my life, O king, 

SAUL. 

Be not afraid, take courage, and go on. 
What hast thou seen that so amazes thee. 
And startles thus and terrifies ? — ^say true. 

WITCH. 

I saw from out the earth the gods ascend ! 

See there— there now approacheth one — see there ! 

SAUL. 

What form — what form — describe ev n as thou saw^st. 
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WITCH. 

Dost not perceive him — see, he draweth nigh — 
Take heed — he fixes on thee— old he is. 
And cover*d with a mantle as a shroud. , 

[The ghost of Samael naeth up. Saul and his 
attendants and the witch stoop with their faces 
to the ground and how themseWes. The Ghost 
addresses Sanl. 

GHOST. 

O wickedy faithless, God-forsaken king ! 

Why in thy sin, thy sorrow, and thy shame. 

Hast thus disquieted me to bring me up ? 

That thou art sore distress'd — ^thy glory dim — 

Fallen thy pride, and shorn thy warrior strength, 

Is known throughout the earth — and dost thou think 

By sinful intercourse with hell to hide 

The records of the past, or to descry 

The counsels of the Great Unsearchable, 

Or thereby scrutinize the Invisible, 

Or compass the decrees of the Infinite? 

When God firom thee departs and answers not 

By prophets, nor by dreams, nor errless signs 

Of Urim and of Thummim — can st believe 

That lying and accursed sorcery 

Can guide thy steps, or teach thee what to do ? 

And though in answer to thy call I come, 

Permitted and deputed by high Heaven 
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Forth to divulge what soon must come to pass, 

Respecting thee, the army, and thy sons, 

And Israels common-weal— yet know, false prince. 

Hell hath no power upon me, nor the grave, 

Nor this condemned witch, nor all the arts 

And practices of devils, thus enleagued 

Against Jehovah's laws and government. 

I am the Lord's, and heaven is my abode. 

And His my only will, and to declare 

What His firm purpose is, behold I'm here. 

£dg*d with His wrath, the foe's uplifted sword 

Shall smite thee on the morrow — there shall fall 

In mount Gilboa all thy army's pride, 

And Jonathan, Abinadab, thy sons. 

And Melchishua; but thyself shalt fall 

By thy own sword thrust thro', and mock'd, and stripp'd 

Shall thou and thine be by the enemy. 

Thy head shall they cut off, and round about 

Through all the land shall send to publish it, 

Within each idol's house and to the people. 

While to the wall of Bethshan shall they nail 

Thy slighted body ; — such shall be thy fate. 

Seeing thou hearkened'st not unto the Lord, 

Nor didst his voice obey to execute 

The fierceness of his wrath on Amalek. 

But to thy neighbour David God hath done 

Ev'n as He spake by me — the kingdom, rent 

From out of thine hand, shall be plac'd in his. 



Digitized by 



Google 



]9() SADL AND OAVIO. [aCT V. 

Nor t^hail henceforth be mov'd — since David ne*er 

Shall want a man to sit upon his throne. 

The hosts of heaven are namberless — the sands 

Upon the shore are measureless — ev*n so 

Shall David's seed be multiplied, nor cease 

From out the land for ever ; he shall judge 

The people righteously — judgment and truth 

He shall delight to execute ; and hence 

His horn shall bud and prosper, and the strength 

Of heaven shall guard his weakness, and sustain 

His power — so that with peace and. glory crown'd. 

His fame shall go out into all the lands, 

And his praise unto the ends of the world. 

Grievous it seems to thee to hear his praise, 

Envious and hating, jealous as thou art ; 

But such shall be in part thy future doom. 

For hell itself shall hear it and shall fear. 

Which thou ev n from beneath wouldst fain have roov*d 

To meet thee at thy coming ; conscience there 

Shall be thy deathless doom, thy quenchless fire. 

And shall repicture true thy sins and crimes, 

Thy treachery and thy base ingratitude. 

What hast thou done for Israel ? what praise 

Shall from henceforth be thine ? Have not your sins 

Separated between you and your God ? 

Your hands are defiled with blood» and your fingers 

With iniquity ; your lips have spoken 

Lies* and your tongue hath uttered perverseness. 
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Your feet make haste to evil, and they run 

To shed the innocent blood ; your thoughts are death, 

Wasting and desolation are in your paths. 

'Tis time that God arise — the time is come ; 

According to your deeds shall He repay 

Fury and recompense unfb His foes, 

But unto David, glory ; he shall reign 

O'er an extended and exalted race. 

And Judah, as a lion, shall lie down, 

None venturing to disturb or rouse him up. 

Away to thy fate, false prince — henceforth know 

That God is Lord, though kings and people rage, 

And that between the cherubim He sits. 

Though earth be all unquiet ; His the power. 

The kingdom and the glory is, and was. 

And shall be evermore, and His the praise I 

[The Ghost disappears.] 

[Saul trembles and falls straightway all along 
on the earth. As the Witch and the attendants 
go to his assistance, the curtain falls. 



Scene III. — Bethlehem, Evening. 

DAVID, solus. 

The Lord is my rock, fortress, and deliverer. 
The God of my strength, in Him will I trust ; 
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He 18 my shield — the horn of my salvation, 

My high tower, and my refuge and Saviour, 

He saveth me always from violence. 

When the waves of death compass'd me, and when 

The floods of ungodly men made me fear, 

The sorrows of hell oompass'cf me about, 

And the snares of death were preventing me. 

In my distress I call'd upon the Lord, 

And cried to my God, and He heard my voice, 

And my cry did enter into His ears. 

Then the earth shook and did tremble — the heavens 

Were mov'd and did shake, because He was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of His nostrils, 

And a fire out of His mouth devour d, 

£v n coals were lighted at the heat thereof. 

He bow'd the heavens also and came down. 

And clouds of darkness were under His feet. 

He rode upon a cherub and did fly. 

He was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness His pavilion round him. 

Dark waters and the thick clouds of the skies. 

From heaven God thunder'd and utter*d His voice, 

And He sent out arrows and scattered them. 

He shot lightnings, and discomfited them. 

The channels of the deepest sea appeared, 

The foundations of the world were discover'd 

At His rebuke, and at His blasting breath. 

He did send from above — and did take me. 
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And He drew me out of many waters ; 

From my strong enemy He delivered me, 

And from the hands of them that hated me. 

They provoked me in the evil day, 

But my stay was the Lord, who brought me forth 

And saved me, for He delighted in me. 

Tlie Lord has rewarded my righteousness, 

And recompensed the cleanness of my hands ; 

For ever kept I the ways of the Lord, 

Nor wickedly departed from my God ; 

For His judgments were ever before me, 

And I did not depart from His statutes. 

Ever upright was I also before Him, ' 

And from iniquity have I kept myself; 

Therefore hath God recompensed my righteousness 

According to my cleanness in His sight. 

With the merciful Thou wilt be merciful, 

And with the upright wilt shew Thyself upright ; 

With the pure Thou wilt shew Thyself pure, and 

With the froward wilt Thou be unsavoury. 

People that are afflicted Thou wilt save, 

But despise the haughty and bring them down ; 

For Thou art the lamp of my feet, O Lord I 

And thou, Lord, wilt enlighten my darkness, 

For by Thee have I run through a trcop, and 

By my God have I leaped over a wall. 

As for God, His way and word are perfect. 

A buckler He is to those who trust Him, 

o 
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For who is God save the Lord? who a rock 

Save our God ? He is ray strength and my power, 

And He niaketh my way to be perfect. 

My feet He maketh like hinds, and setteth me on high ; 

He teacheth my fingers to war. Mine arms 

Can break asunder ev n a bow of steel. 

Thou hast given me the shield of Thy salvation, 

And Thy kind gentleness hath made me great. 

I pursued mine enemies and slew them, 

And turned not until I had consumed them. 

And I have consumed and wounded them, 

They could not arise — they fell under my feet. 

For Thou hast girded me with strength to battle, 

And them that opposed me hast Thou subdued. 

Thou hast given me the riches of my enemies, 

That I might destroy all them that hate me. 

They looked, but there was none to save them ; 

Ev*n unto God, but He answer'd them not ; 

Then did I beat them as small as the dust, 

I did stamp them as the mire of the street. 

Thou hast saved me from the strife of my people, 

Thou hast kept me to be head of the heathen. 

A people that I knew not shall serve me. 

Strangers shall submit themselves unto me. 

As soon as they hear shall they obey me. 

For the Lord liveth — blessed be my rock, 

And exalted be the God of my salvation. 

It is He alone that avengeth me. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SCENE III.] SAUL AND DAVID. 195 

And subdueth the people under me ; 

And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies. 

Therefore 'mong the heathen will I thank Thee, 

And sing praises unto Thy name, O Lord I 

He is the tower of safety for His king, 

And mercy He will shew to His anointed. 

Unto David and his seed for ever I '» 

[Curtain falU. 



END OF ACT V. 
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Note 1, — Page 11. 

To tnui the common creed that tellt ofghogtt 
And tutelary tpirits. • • • • • 

Bblibv in the existence of ghosts or apparitions, as also of tute- 
lary angels or spirits, and eril ones, was general among the 
Jews ; and indeed we might almost saj, with Sir Walter Scott, 
that "the existence of spirits separated from the encnmhrance 
and incapacities of the hodj, may he termed the nniTersal belief 
of the inhabitants of the earth." The Jews indeed believed that 
spirits were engaged in managing the affairs of mankind ; and 
that every man from his birth had a g^ardian-angel ; and maoy 
learned men have thought, from the expressions used in Matt, 
zviii 10, that our Saviour himself held the same sentiment. In 
this belief the Jews were followed by the heathens, who thought 
it a crime to neglect the admonitions of so divine a guide, on 
whom, indeed, they imagined their happiness and fortune de- 
pended. But the Jews, also, had an opinion that hurtful tpirit* 
walked about ; and hence, when the disciples saw our Lord walk- 
ing on the sea, tbey were troubled^ saying. It is a spirit, or an 
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apparition. In eonfonnity with this belief, the Secenty render 
"the pestilence that walketh in darkneet, and the deethictiim 
that wasteth at noon-day," aa mentioned in the 6th rerse of the 
91st Psalm, thedeviU that walk in the night, and the noonday devil. 
In this notion the ancient heathens did not participate, for we do 
not 6nd that thn Greeks or Romans had any notion of eril spirits, 
or deriU, in tbe usual sense of that word. We must impute how- 
ever, in this case, ignorance and superstition to the Greeks and 
Romans, and not to the Jews ; for, in the language of inspira- 
tion, Satan, or the Devil, has been called the "prince of the 
power of the air," and the *< spirit that ruleth in the children of 
disobedience :" and it is further to be observed, that on two occa- 
sions, when an acknowledgment of tho belief in spirits was 
brought before our Saviour, in neither instance did he deny the 
existence of such beings, or censure the belief, but evidently 
sanctioned and confirmed it. (See Luke xxiv. 39.) 

We ought, however, to distinguish between belief in ghosts, 
(or spiritual apparitions after the death of the body,) and belief 
in angtlio and tutelaiy spirits. Belief in the former, except in 
case of miracle, is, doubtless, erroneous, and owing to ignorance, 
enthosiasm, superstition, and over-excited or disarranged organi- 
sation of the brain, or of the nerves of tbe outward senses; 
whereas belief in the latter is rational and scriptural. In support 
of which declaration, as the subject is generally interesting, the 
readar will perhaps allow two rather long quotatipns :— the first, 
from Sir Walter Scott, (Demonology and Witchcrf ft,) respecting 
belief in afrparitiont ;-i-the other, from tiie Ancient Universal His- 
tory* respecting belief in angels or ministering spiriu. 

•' It is true that in a more advanced sute of society, the philo- 
sopher may challenge the possibility of a separate appearance of a 
disembodied spirit, unless in the case of a direct miracle* to which, 
being a suspension of the laws of nature, directly wrought by the 
Maker of tbose laws for some express purpose, no bound or re- 
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Btraint can possibly be assigned. But under this necessary 
limitation and exception, philosophers might plausibly argue, 
that when the soul is divorced from the body, it loses all those 
qualities which made it, when clothed with a mortal shape, ob- 
vious to the organs of its fellow-men. The abstract idea of a 
spirit certainly implies that it has neither substance, form, shape, 
voice, or any thing which can render its presence visible or sen- 
sible to human faculties. But these sceptic doubts of philosophers 
on the possibility of the appearance of such separated spirits, do 
not arise till a certain degree of information has dawned upon a 
country ; and, even then, only reach a very small proportion of 
reflecting and better-informed members of society. To the mul- 
titude, the indubitable fact, that so many millions of spirits exist 
around, and even amongst us, seems sufficient to support the be- 
lief, that they are, in certain instances at least, by some means or 
other, able to communicate with the world of humanity. The 
more numerous part of mankind cannot form in their mind the 
idea of the spirit of the deceased existing, without possessing, or 
having the power to assume, the appearance which their ac- 
quaintance bore during his life, and do not push their researches 
beyond this point. 

" Enthusiastic feelings, of an impressive and solemn nature, 
occur both in private and public life, which seem to add ocular 
testimony to an intercourse betwixt earth and the world beyond 
it. For example, the son who has lately been deprived of his 
father, feels a sudden crisis approach, in which he is anxious to 
have recourse to his sagaeious advice ; or a befeaVed husband ear- 
nestly desires again to behold the form of which the grave has 
deprived him for ever; or, to use a darker, yet very common 
instance, the wretched man who has dipped his hand in his fellow- 
creature's blood, is haunted by tlie apprehension that the pliantom 
of the slain stands by the bed-side of his murderer. In all, or 
any of these cases, who shall doubt that imagination, favoured by 
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circumstances, bas power to summon up to the organ of sight 
spectres which only exist in the minds of those bj whom their 
apparition seems to be witnessed 1 If we add that such a riaion 
may take place in the course of one of those lively dreams, in 
which the patient, except in respect to the single subject of one 
strong impression, is, or seems, sensible of the real particulars 
of the scene around him — a state of slumber which often oceurS'^ 
it becomes almost in vain to argue with the visionary against tho 
reality of hb dream, since the spectre, though itself purely fan- 
ciful, is inserted amidst so many circumstances which he feels 
must be true beyond the reach of doubt or question. That whioh 
is undeniably certain, becomes in a manner a warrant for the 
reality of the appearance to which doubt would have been other- 
wise attached The number of instances in which such 

lively dreams have been quoted, and both attested and receired, 
as spiritual communications, is very g^at at dl periods : in ig- 
norant times, where the natural cause of dreaming is misappre- 
hended, and confused with an idea of mysticism, it is much 
greater. Yet, perhaps, considering the many thousands of dreams 
which must, night after night, pass through the i m ag ination of 
individuals, the number of coincidences between the vision and 
real event are fewer and less remarkable than a fair calculation of 
chances would warrant us to expect. But in countries where 
such presaging dreams are subjects of attention, the number of 
those which seemed to be coupled with the corresponding issue, 
b large enough to spread a very general belief of a positive com- 
munication betwixt the living and the dead." 

Having thus adduced Sir Walter Scott against the common 
belief in ghosts, I adduce the learned authors of the history above 
alluded to in support of the doctrine of tutelary spirits : and here 
I may observe, that quotations on thb subject, from the writings 
of pious and learned men of all ages, might be multiplied ad in- 
Jinitum* 
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" Angek, in the proper signification of the word, do not import 
die nature of anj being, but only the office to which they are ap- 
pointed, especially by way of message or intercoarse between 
God and his creatures ; in which sense they are called the minis- 
ters of God, who do his pleasure, and ministering spirits sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. That 
there are such beings as we call angels, that is, certain per- 
manent substances, invisible and imperceptible to our senses, 
endued with understandiog and power saperior to that of human 
nature, created by God, and subject to Him as the supreme 
Being ; ministering to his divine Providence in the government 
of the world by his appointment, and more especially attending 
the affairs of mankind, — ^is a truth so fully attested by scripture, 
that it cannot be doubted ; and too* to generally acknowledged by the 
Jews, that it is scarce to be believed, that even the Sadducees 
themselves utterly denied their existence, but only that they had 
no notion of their appearing in those latter times ; as many Chris- 
tians, though they do not absolutely impugn the being of spirits, 
yet are far from giving credit to the frequent stories of apparitions. 
Nay, the existence of such invisible beings was generally ac- 
knowledged by the ancient heathens, though under diffisrent ap- 
pellations; the Greeks calling, them danums, and the Romans 
getiii or laret, Epicurus seems to have been the only one among 
the old philosophers who absolutely rejected them; and indeed 
the belief of middle intelligences influencing the affairs of the 
world, and serving as ministers or interpreters between God and 
man, is as extensive as the belief of a God ; having never, as we 
know, been called in question by those who had any religion at 
all."— Vol. i. p. 101. 
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Not* «^P»ge 15. 

Pralufrom them 

Wat breath, air, food, blood, even life ititelf. 

Love of human approbation seems always to have been the 
master-passion in the breast of Saul. Hence, though both unsafe 
and ungrateful to judge of character, we may infer that real boli- 
ness was never an efficient principle in him. We read, indeed, 
that after he was anoioted, '< God gave him another heart;*' 
which expression has led many to suppose that he was renewed 
in righteousness and sanctified; but no part of Saul's history will 
warrant the inference that such was the effect of the grace be- 
stowed. The sacred text, indeed, does not say that he received a 
"new," bufanother** heart; not that he was made holy, but 
that ha was " turned into another man ;'* — by which may be in- 
tended that he was thereby qualified for governing his people, — 
endowed with sentiments and dispositions merely suitable to a 
king. In support of the above we may mention, that when he had 
disobeyed God, and so disgusted the prophet Samuel, that he 
was departing from him with the heaviest denunciations, the 
king neither manifested signs of contrition or humility — (which 
unquestionably would have been the case bad he been a holy or a 
good man) — whereas he seemed deeply anxious to preserve ap- 
pearances with men, and to be well thought of by his people ; for 
be earnestly entreated the prophet to show him public respect, 
though conscious of his unworthy motives and of his sin. " Then 
he said, 1 have sinned ; yet honour me now, 1 pray thee, before 
the elders of my people and before Israel, and turn ag^in with me, 
that I may worship the Lord thy God." 
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NoTB 3.— Page 3 J . 

for upon the king 

The eoil spirit from the Lord abides. 

The natural meaning of this is, that he was tronhled with deep 
melancholy, his vanity and pride being wounded, and his con- 
science stinging him with remorse, owing to wilful disobedience 
and preyarication and non-fulfilment of duty ; — the supernatural 
interpretation is, that God suffered him to be tempted and influ- 
enced by one of those wicked spirits, of whom there are legions ; 
or, in other words, that the devil was allowed an ascendancy 
over him. It might not be unprofitable to the reader to meditate 
and decide on these interpretations, as he will have to consider, to 
what extent, and how, and why, our physical state is influenced 
by spiritual existences, as also whether mankind, as at present 
constituted, can be acted upon even by spirits through any other 
medium than a material organization. 



NoTB 4.— Page 35. 



The javelin which his royal hand contained. 
As emblem of his empire and command. 

This view of the sacred text, which says, " There was a javelin 
in Saul's hand," is taken by commentators, because on ancient 
monuments kings are always represented holding a javelin in their 
hand -, and because ancient historians mention that kings used a 
spear instead of a diadem. (See Justin.) It is very possible, how- 
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trwt Uiat this view of the t«zt mmy be eirooMms; and for tbta reasoo ; 
•*the ensigns of royalty in the east most commonly were a erown, 
bracelets, and a cbain— tbe crown being worn by tbe king only, 
the ebain and bracelets by bis sons also. That Saol wore these en- 
signs of royalty is plainly evident from scripture itself ; for (as we 
read in t Sam. i.) the Amalekite who slew Saol, and brought the 
crown and bracelet to Darid, declared, " 1 took tbe crown that 
was upon bis head, and tbe bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brovgbt them hither unto my lord.*' Moreover, the javelins of 
the Jews were, more properly speaking, a kind qfihcrt pikes, and, 
as obsenred by the learned authors of the Univ. Hist. "Saul per- 
haps did not have his javelin always about him, till bis suspicion 
and rage against David made him think himself unsafe without 
it." Eastern writers say, that crowns were worn by kings from 
the time of Nimrod, (before Christ 3000 year^) and that he was 
the first who wore one ; it was made of gold, and modelled from 
the figure of one which he had seen in tbe sky. 



NoTi 5.— Page 36. 



HeUliks 

A kingf a brave and uobU-nUndsd iovereign. 

Saul, as above hinted, (Note 2,) was adequately prepared hr 
ruling by Jebovah, i, «. Ood by his Spirit rendered him a wise 
snd prudent governor — o courageous and active commander ; be- 
sides, he was by nature «* a mighty man of power **— " a choice 
young man and a goodly, and there was not among the children of 
Israel a goodlier person than he.*' 
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Note 6.«-Page 50. 

Why seek the love of Saul wham Heaven rejects? 
Why ierve his purpose, which is not the Lord*s ? 
Why trust in hinif distrusted by his God, 
For iparing the Amalehites ? 

The great error and crime of Saul'g reigD, and what led to bis 
destruction, was his sparing the Amalekites. Aa this affiiir has 
most unreasonably and absurdly been brought against believers by 
infidels, a few words by way of comment may be allowed. By the 
command of Jehovah, Samuel ordered Saul " to go and smite Ama- 
lek, fmd utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not ; 
but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, 
camel and ass." Now this command was peremptorily given and 
ought as effectively to have been fulfilled ; for besides, that it was 
most just, according to the then rights and laws of nations, 
it ought to have been sufficient for Saul that it was divine. These 
Amalekites, hearing that the Israelites had crossed the Red Sea on 
their way from Egypt, resolved to destroy them ; and though they 
failed in the attempt, they made considerable havoc by falling on 
the rear of the army while marching from Rephidim to Mount 
Horeb. In consequence of this unprovoked and unjust attack, 
as well as on account of their horrid idolatries, (which alone sub' 
jected themtoone common doom with the Canaanitish nation,) God 
had declared and caused Moses to write it as a memorial in a book 
— " that he would utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under Heaven,**, or, as Balaam had prophesied, that "his 
latter end should be, that he should perish for ever." It was dis- 
obedient therefore, and rebellious, and ungrateful, not to comply 
withthe divine command ; and when we find him, even in what he 
did, doing the work of the Lord deceitfully— giving way to covet- 
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oufneM and diMimulation — shewing himself unconvinced of sin 
and guilt, unhumbled, h3rpocriticaI, and impious, and yot withal 
proud, and over-jealous of his credit with men— loving indeed 
their praise more than the praise of God ; it requires not a cherub's 
knowledge to understand how that " it repented the Lord that he 
had Bet up Saul to be king," or " that the evil spirit from the 
Lord came upon him," or that " the Lord rejected him from reign- 
ing over Israel/' 



Note 7. Page 51. 

•' My bridal hmir. 

The nuptial joys, the expected happiness. 

However harsh, incorrect, unbecoming, or irregular the abore 
expressions seem to those who constantly do violence to their own 
feelings, and give nature the lie, it is evident both from reason 
and scripture, and who would be bold enough to say that it is not 
houriy proved by experience t — that there is nothing either indeli- 
cate or wrong, (except to the eyes and ears of false and tasteless 
refinement,) in the candid avowal of natural feeling. Hence, in- 
deed, in writing for the Greeks, whose classic ears were surely 
musical and correct enough, Sophocles puts similar expressions in 
the mouth of Antigone, who more than once, in most beautiful 
and swan-like dirges, expresses her regret for never having expe- 
rienced the marriage joys. We find a still purer illustration of the 
same sentiment in the case of Jephtha's daughter, (Judges xi.) who* 
ns we read, went ** and bewailed her rirginity upon the moun- 
tains.*' When, however, love and marriages became a matter of 
speculation and tradc'^and humankind are chiefly valued accord- 
ing to their golden value^truth of feeling and candid declaration 
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must necessarilj depreciate and offend, inasmach as they are gene- 
rally opposed to mere pecuniary interest and mechanical regula- 
rity. 



Note 8.— Page 177. 

Urim and dreams havefaiVd, and prophetg too ; 
The Thummim hai proved useless, and the stones 
That name the Chrcat Unspeakable, are dumb. 

On this difficult and insurmountahle subject I shall best consult 
the improvement and pleasure of the reader by withholding my 
own opinions and observations, and abridging those of others. 
According to the Hebrews, the literal signification of Urim and 
Thummim is light and perfection, or the shining and the per- 
fect; according to St. JeromCi doctrine and judgment ; and ac- 
cording to the Seventy, (in which Philo agrees,) manifestation 
and truth. Some will have it, that Urim and Thummim are only 
epithets or explanations of the stones of the breast-plate of the 
high-priest ; while others as strenuously maintain, that they are 
perfectly distinct things. Some say that the Urim and Thummim 
were two little golden figures which gave responses, which were 
shut up in the breast-plate as in a purse, and which answered, 
with an articulate voice, to all such questions as were put to them by 
the high-priest. Others think that the name Jehovah, written upon 
a plate of gold, was what the scripture calls Urim and Thummim. 

As to the form and shape of this oracle, say the authors of Anc. 
Univ. Hist., we are left so much in the dark, that it would require 
a new Urim and Thummim to acquaint us with it ; because no in- 
spired writer has given us any hint. Some ancients thought that 
there was a thirteenth stone in the breast-plate, whose extraordi- 
nary lustre and beauty above the rest, signified to the high' priest 
God's approbation or dislike of the thing inquired about. And 
though St. Austin has plainly proved, that there was not the least 
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foondatioD for uuch t Mpernuinartry itoiie, 9ome moderns have 
not tcmplod to add anoCbar, in order to aaawer the two namea of 
Urim and Thummim, An andent &tlier, (Cjril,) wbo ia followed 
bj a great many modems, thinks that those two words were either 
engraven on a plate of gold and ixed to the breast-plate, or em- 
broidered in raiaed work upon it. Most of the Jews think that it 
was the mra^gtwmwuUoH written upon a plate of gold, or pome other 
way fixed to the breast-pkte ; and Lt CUre, that r^njaand Thum^ 
mim were the names of two kinds of precious stones, set in a gold 
chain or coQar, which Were hong aboat the bigb-prieat's neck, and 
came down to bia breaat : probably, as be thinks, in imitation of 
the £g3rptian8, whose chief magiatrate wore a gold chain, «t the 
end of which bung the figures of justice and truth, engraTon on 
some precious stone. After adducing numerous other opinions of 
the learned, our authors conclude, if therefore we might be allowed 
to prefer one opioion to all the rest, it would be that of the judi- 
cious HoTTiNOEK, wbo tbiolcs that when Moses was commanded to 
put into the breast-plate the Urim and Thummim, it meanaonly that 
be should make choice of the most perfect set of stones, and have 
them polished so as to give the most consummate lustre. * And 

* Tbe stones of the bret^t'plate were divided from each other by the 
golden partitions into wblch they were set ; and were ranged in the follow. • 
Ing order ; tbe name of the tiil»e is added that was engraven on each.— See 
Exod. XXV i.i. 19, 10. 



Satdios, 


Sapphire, 


Amethyst, 


Reuben. 


Dan. 


Issachar. 


Topas, 


Diamond, 


Beryl, 


Simeon. 


Napthali. 


Zebalon. 


Carbuncle, 


Lignre, 


Onyx, 


Uvl. 


Oad. 


Joseph. 


Emerald, 


Agate, 


Jasper, 


Jndah. 


Asher. 


Benjamin. 



Some of these stones, especially the diamond, are of so hard a natare,that 
one wonders how they were engraved by the Jews. Bat here the TaJmudi$t9 
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tliifi seems most agreeable to what Josephus and Maimon said of 
it, except t^ miracnloas lustre which the former attributes to 
tbem, in .order to account for the oracle. Howerer, we are far 
from disapproving of that more spiritual notion of the learned Pri- 
oKAuxi who belieres that these two words are chosen to express 
the deatness and certainty of the oracle, by a particular divine 
Tirtne-oonmiunicated to the breast-plate at its consecration ; only 
we are more inclined to suppose that this latter sense was em- 
blemadcaUy. signified by the genuineness and brightness of the 
stones ; at least, we find that the Jews, immediately after their re- 
turn ftom the captivity, thought it necessary to imitate this breast- 
plate in all its parts, and to call it by the same name, though they 
own that it had not the oracular virtue of the former. Now it is 
]daan that such an imitation would have been ridiculous, if not im- 
pious, upon any other supposition than that they understood the 
words ttWrn and thummim to have been designed by God, not as 
absolutely expressive, but as sjrmbolical of the light and clearness 
of this oracle. 

There is likewise a great diversity of opinions concerning the 
ifAWNER in which God was consulted by Urim and Thummim. It 
is agreed, however, that this way of consultation was used only in 
affairs of very great importance : that the high«priest was the only 
officiating minister in this ceremony, and that he was not allowed 
to perform this solemn consulution for a private person, but only 
for the king, for the president of the Sanhedrim, for the general 
of the army of Israel, or for other public persons : and even then, 
not upon any affair of a private nature, but for things that relate to 
the public welfiire of church and state. Things, however, relating 
to faith or practice, were not to be inquired of by the Urim, because 
they had the old precept quoted by Isaiah, " To the law and to the 
tntimony" 

help ni oat by Msnring as that they were not engraven by any tool, bnt 
by a miraeuUme worm not now in being, which sank itself all along those 
places wbicb Moses chalked ont to it, and m> impressed the letters into the 
stones I 

P 
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Wh«a the Urim and Tbumimm wu to be conaulted, the bigh 
priest put on bis robes, and presented himself in th« holy place, 
before the curtain that parted thb most holy from thb bolt 
PLACE. There, standing apri|^hty and taming his hee toward the 
ark of the corenant, upon which the divine presence reposed, he 
proposed the matter for which he had been oonsulted. Behind him, 
at some distance out «f the bolt piada, stood the person for whom 
God was consulted, expecting, with hnmility and reference, the 
answer that it should please the Lord to give hisik The Rabbins, 
who are followed by Josephus, Philo, and sereral of the aneient 
Fathers, are of opinion, that the high-priest, hanng then his eyes 
fixed upon the stones of the breast-plate, which was before hini, he 
there read the answer of the Lord. The letters that raised them- 
seWes out of their places, and that shined.with more than ordinary 
lustre, were formed into the answer desired. For example, when 
David inquired of God, whether he should go up to one of the cities 
of Judah, [2 Sam. ii.l,] it w$b answered him, Alah, Go up. The 
three letters, Ain, Lamed, and He, came out of their places, as it 
were, and raised themseWes above the rest, in order to compose 
that word which contained the answer. Others think, with nrach 
probabiUty, that God then gave bis answer in articulate yoices 
which were heard within the sanctuary, and from between the che- 
rubim, which covered the ark or the propitiatory. When the Is- 
raelites made peace with the Gibeonitos, they were blamed for not 
having inquired at the mouth of the Lord, (Josh. ix. 14,) which in- 
sinuates that he had been used to make his voice heard when he 
was consulted. 

If it be inquired how long the custom of consulting God by 
Urim and Tbummim subsisted in Israel, the Rabbins think that it 
continued no longer than the tabernacle ; nor doetf* it appear firom 
sacred History that the Lord was cohsulted after the coostmction 
of the temple of Solomon to the time of its destruction ; and after 
its destruction, all are agreed, that this was never restored to them 
Again. It is a maxim indeed among the Rabbins, that the Holy 
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Spirit ipake to the children of Israel by Urim and Thummim while 
the tabernacle remained; and under the first temple, i. e. the 
temple of Solomon, by the prophets ; and under the second temple, 
or after the capttrity of Babylon, by the Batiikol, or tre dauoh- 
TSK OP TBE VOICE. By this they mean, a voice sent from heaven, as 
that which was heard at the baptism of Christ and at his transfigu- 
ration. 

Having thus endeavoured to make this inexplicable subject as 
clear as commentators will allow, I beg to conclude with th^ say* 
ing of a wise Jewish Rabbi, " that as all these opinions are liable 
to many objections, be is on the safest side, who roundly owns his 
ignorance in this point." 

[For further tweounts, the reader may consult the learned Buz- 
torf the younger, who has almost exhausted the subject. Vide 
Univ. Hist«] 



Note 9.— Page 186. 



Oldhe is, 

** And covered with a mantle as a shroud,** 

The rational and scriptural interpreUtion of this ghost-scene at 
Endor is — that the witch was a vile woman, not possessing the 
least power to raise up Samuel, but that God permitted him eo 
appear for wise purposes. As there is hardly, however, a passage 
of the Old Testament that h%s been more commented on than this*, 
it may not be unlntereiting to lay before the reader some reasons 
for preferring the interpretation given. First, then, as to the notion 
of the thing being performed. ,by ventriloquy, juggling, or con- 
federaoy ; besides that it does too great a violence to the sacred 
text, it is not likely .that tf> cunning a woman would have been 
impolitic enough to give Saul such a dreadful answer. Such 
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p«H>ple are rather apt to flatter those that conault them ; and the 
fear she was in, when she knew Saul, would doubtless have de- 
cided her to do so. Moreover, such a terrible denunciation 
would have put Saul upon any expedient to avoid it rather than 
run the risk of battle. This last argument is equally strong 
a^inst the supposition, that the devil took the shape and acted 
the part of Samuel* unless we could suppose him so well ac- 
quainted with futurity, as to be sure that Saul would rush unto his 
own destruction, notwithstanding so signal a warning. Again, 
though it be granted that he might foresee that the enemy would 
be too strong for Saul and his army, yet he could neither be sure 
that he would engage them,— 4ior if he did, that he would cer- 
tainly be killed, together with his three sons. The Israelites had 
won many a more unlikely victory ; and at the wont, they might 
have escaped by flight. It need scarcely be observed, how un- 
natural and absurd it is to suppose the devil, if it had been he 
that spoke to Saul, would have played the saint so far, as to re- 
prove him for his wickedness and disobedience, but especially for 
making use of an art to raise him up, which he must have been too 
fond of to discountenance in so severe a manner. It is indeed 
urged here, that there were two falsities in this pretended pro- 
phecy, which none but either the father of lies, or a juggling old 
woman, could be the author of. The firet pretended error U, 
that the vision says to Saul, Thou and thy torn thall be with me. 
Now it is argued, that as Saul died, like a reprobate, by his own 
hands, he could not possibly be where Samuel was, in the man- 
sions of the blessed. A school-boy, however, would overthrow 
this objection by the natural reply, that thb expression of Samuel 
meant simply. Thau Ouilt die. or be in another world, as I am. The 
other pretended error is. that the vision says fa-morrow, whereas 
the battle was not fought on the next day, but a day or two after, 
nril'"!?''"!' ^^J^^^- to this, to observe, that the word in the 
onginal translated to-morrow often signifies shortly, and sometime. 
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hereafter^ On the whole, then, it seems most rational to foUow 
the opinion of far the greater number of learned ancients and mo- 
dems, that it was really- Samuel that appeared to the witch, and 
foretold Saul's death. Such seems indeed to have been the opinion 
of the ancient Jews ; for we read in the Book of Ecclesiasticus, 
that " after hit death, he (Samuel) prophesied, and showed the khg 
his end" Indeed nothing short of divine power could thus have 
raised the dead— nothing short of omniscience have so accurately- 
foretold the future : whence it is no wonder that the witch was so 
alarmed, when, instead of one of her imps (if such the airy 6g- 
meats of her imagination, or the subtle shades of her arts, may be 
called) she beheld the real apparition, and heard the awful voice, 
of God's venerable prophet. 



Note 10.— Page 195. 
See the 22Qd chapter of the 2nd Book of Samuel. 



THE END. 
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